
Sweta Baniya

Foreword by Liza Potts

Transnational 
Assemblages

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND CRISIS COMMUNICATION DURING DISASTER





CCCC STUDIES IN WRITING & RHETORIC

Edited by Steve Parks, University of Virginia

The aim of the CCCC Studies in Writing & Rhetoric (SWR) Series is 
to influence how we think about language in action and especially how 
writing gets taught at the college level. The methods of studies vary 
from the critical to historical to linguistic to ethnographic, and their 
authors draw on work in various fields that inform composition—
including rhetoric, communication, education, discourse analysis, 
psychology, cultural studies, and literature. Their focuses are similarly 
diverse—ranging from individual writers and teachers, to work on 
classrooms and communities and curricula, to analyses of the social, 
political, and material contexts of writing and its teaching.

SWR was one of the first scholarly book series to focus on the 
teaching of writing. It was established in 1980 by the Conference on 
College Composition and Communication (CCCC) in order to pro-
mote research in the emerging field of writing studies. As our field has 
grown, the research sponsored by SWR has continued to articulate the 
commitment of CCCC to supporting the work of writing teachers as 
reflective practitioners and intellectuals.

We are eager to identify influential work in writing and rhetoric 
as it emerges. We thus ask authors to send us project proposals that 
clearly situate their work in the field and show how they aim to redirect 
our ongoing conversations about writing and its teaching. Proposals 
should include an overview of the project, a brief annotated table of 
contents, and a sample chapter. They should not exceed 10,000 words.

To submit a proposal, please register as an author at www.editori-
almanager.com/nctebp. Once registered, follow the steps to submit a 
proposal (be sure to choose SWR Book Proposal from the drop-down 
list of article submission types).

https://www.editorialmanager.com/nctebp
https://www.editorialmanager.com/nctebp


SWR Editorial Advisory Board

Steve Parks, SWR Editor, University of Virginia
Chanon Adsanatham, Thammasat University
Kevin Browne, University of the West Indies
Shannon Gibney, Minneapolis Community and Technical College
Laura Gonzales, University of Florida
Haivan Hoang, University of Massachusetts-Amherst
Stephanie Kerschbaum, University of Washington
Carmen Kynard, Texas Christian University
Staci M. Perryman-Clark, Western Michigan University
Eric Darnell Pritchard, University of Arkansas
Tiffany Rousculp, Salt Lake Community College
Khirsten Scott, University of Pittsburgh
Kate Vieira, University of Wisconsin–Madison
Bo Wang, California State University–Fresno



Transnational 
Assemblages
Social Justice and Crisis 
Communication during 
Disaster

Sweta Baniya 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

Conference on College 
Composition and 

Communication

National Council of
Teachers of English

www.ncte.org

W
The WAC 

Clearinghouse
wac.colostate.edu



Staff Editor: Kurt Austin
Manuscript Editor: Meg Vezzu
Series Editor: Steve Parks
Interior Design: Mary Rohrer 
Layout: Mike Palmquist
Cover Design: Pat Mayer
Cover Image: Kishor Sharma 
Cover Image Caption: Women building a memorial to mark one-year anni-
versary of the 2015 Nepal earthquake in Barpark, Gorkha, the epicenter of the 
Nepal earthquake.

Print ISBN: 978-0-8141-0193-3; epub ISBN: 978-0-8141-0194-0; PDF ISBN: 
978-0-8141-0195-7 

Copyright © 2024 by the Conference on College Composition and Communica-
tion of the National Council of Teachers of English.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, or 
any information storage and retrieval system, without permission from the copy-
right holder. Printed in the United States of America.

It is the policy of NCTE in its journals and other publications to provide a forum 
for the open discussion of ideas concerning the content and the teaching of Eng-
lish and the language arts. Publicity accorded to any particular point of view does 
not imply endorsement by the Executive Committee, the Board of Directors, or 
the membership at large, except in announcements of policy, where such endorse-
ment is clearly specified.

NCTE provides equal employment opportunity (EEO) to all staff members and 
applicants for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national 
origin, age, physical, mental or perceived handicap/disability, sexual orientation 
including gender identity or expression, ancestry, genetic information, marital sta-
tus, military status, unfavorable discharge from military service, pregnancy, citi-
zenship status, personal appearance, matriculation or political affiliation, or any 
other protected status under applicable federal, state, and local laws.

Every effort has been made to provide current URLs and email addresses, but 
because of the rapidly changing nature of the web, some sites and addresses may 
no longer be accessible.

This book is copublished with the WAC Clearinghouse. It is available in open-
access digital formats at wac.colostate.edu.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

A catalog record of this book has been requested.

http://wac.colostate.edu


v

CONTENTS

Acknowledgments  vii

Foreword ix

Preamble: April 25, 2015 1

Introduction 3

1. Transnational Assemblages in a Globalized World 19

2. Non-Western Disaster Response during the April 25, 2015, Nepal 
Earthquake 47

3. Decolonial Approaches of Disaster Response during Hurricane 
Maria in Puerto Rico 81

4. Social Justice–Oriented Technical Communications in Global 
Disaster Management 113

Epilogue 131

Appendix A. Twitter Use Case Description Form 133

Appendix B. Twitter Customer Order Form 135

Appendix C. Interview Questions 139

Appendix D. Disaster and Crisis Communication Course Sylla-
bus 141

Appendix E. Crisis Communication Assignment 149

Works Cited 153

Index 167

Author 171



To disaster responders, who remind us of courage, wisdom, and 
selflessness in the darkest hours, and to two fierce women in my life: 
my Ama, Gyanu Pandey Baniya, and my Dijju Him Kumari Baniya, 
for being the force behind me.


