Acknowledgments

This lifetime of writing has been made possible by an unending number of people
at every stage of life, some of whom are recognized in these pages, many of whom
escape my memory, and many others whom I am not even aware of. But for the
last fifty years, my constant companion in writing has been my partner Shirley
Geok-lin Lim. Though we rarely review or comment on each other’s manuscripts,
we share a world of books, writers, teachers of writing, students of writing, writ-
ing chatter, and constant writing itself. Without her my life of writing would not
have found its space and soil in which to thrive.

This book itself is the direct result of repeated prods by Pearl Pang, a partici-
pant in the 2015 Dartmouth Summer Seminar and the 2016 Dartmouth Summer
Institute. Despite my continual demurrals, she repeatedly reminded me I had a
story to tell. At the time, I was engaged with the lifespan writing development
group (see Chapter 30), and they also pushed my reflections further and got me
to think more systematically about the many things that go into the development
of a writer. Then a group of younger scholars in the Writing through the Lifespan
Collaboration, led by Ryan Dippre and Talinn Phillips, kept me thinking about
how writers get to be the way they are. When Ryan and Talinn decided to initiate
this book series and invited me, I knew where the manuscript I was working on
belonged. I appreciate their careful editorial support.

vii



