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The Genre and Activity of
the Experimental Article
in Science

The immense force of scientific language
inour world has in recent years command-
ed the attention of a number of scholarly
disciplines, ranging from the history of
science to literary theory, from philosophy
to the teaching of writing. Each foray into
thelanguageof science, however, hasbeen
motivated by the discipline and school of
the researcher. Shaping Written Knowledge
confronts scientific language more direct-
ly, by making its special character the real
center of the inquiry. Original and exten-
sive, this work will be of great interest to
scholarsconcerned with the sociology and
history of science, language theory, the
history of literacy, the rhetoric of knowl-
edge, technical writing, and the teaching
of composition.

The emergence of the experimental article
in science, Bazerman shows, is aresponse
to the social and rhetorical situation of sev-

enteenth- and eighteenth-century natural
philosophy activated by the need to com-
municate findings and the exigencies of
conflict that arise from communication.
The appearance of the argumentative
forms of scientific writing are coincident
with the rise of the scientific community
and the development of experimental pro-
cedures. All three interactively structure
each other. Bazerman shows that later
developments of the experimental article,
in both the physical and social sciences
of the twentieth century, have been made
within the contexts of various disciplines.
An understanding of what forces have
shaped the experimental report, what
functions the features were designed to
serve, and the impact of rhetoric on the
rest of scientific activity help to evaluate all
statements of knowledge and increase our
ability to make intelligent writing choices.

Charles Bazerman, Professor of English at
Bernard M. Baruch College of City Univer-
sity of New York, sees his research into the
history and dynamics of scientific writing
as an extension of his interest in the teach-
ing of academic writing. His numerous
publications in the field of rhetoric and
composition include The Informed Writer:
Using Sourcesin the Disciplines, The Informed
Reader: Contemporary Issues in the Disci-
plines, and, with Harvey Wiener, The Writ-
ing Skills Handbook (all published by
Houghton Mifflin).





