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COMING ON CENTER: English Education
in Evolution
James Moffett

“This imaginative book will be stimulating to teachers of all subjects. While focusing
on language learning, its educational philosophy touches much wider areas. Moffett
is vividly critical of present educational institutions and practices. He opposes rigid
curricula and favors student participation and choice in selecting the material to be
learned. He knows how to use the small group process effectively and makes a
strong case for stilling the ‘inner dialogue’ by meditative means in order to foster
creativity and learning. I strongly recommend this thought-provoking volume to
all teachers, not only those in the language arts.”

Carl R. Rogers, Ph.D.
La Jolla, California

“It’s a marvelous book. Waves of irreverence, resting on a solid theoretical
grounding — along with many years of real experience in school — gradually ac-
cumulate to a very powerful work. As one bedeviled teacher out of millions, I
find myself deeply grateful for what is offered here. The reiterated attack on

the ‘educational-industrial complex’ is particularly urgent, since the ‘cost-accounting’
mode and the mechanistic flavor of so much of the new curriculum work has been
translated directly from the military. So, too, with the Doublespeak that was born
in the Pentagon and now invades the secondary classroom. The book is just in time
for 1984. I think George Orwell would have been the first to cheer.”

Jonathan Kozol
Boston, Massachusetts
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