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In this chapter, we explore how writing has been taught in the
domain of art history in Russia. We draw on academic liter-

acy theory and work from two major premises: a) writing is

a type of social practice and b) writing is closely linked with

the knowledge-making practices in a discipline. We employed
semi-structured interviews to explore how participants were
taught to write in the discipline and how they have taught their
students to write. The results of our study indicate that mento-
ring and discovery learning were the main teaching approaches
and that writing was seen as purely instrumental, a skill that one
acquired naturally from experience. The interview data indicates
that the participants were reinventing their writing and that the
major tensions in that process were closely linked to: 1) access to
resources in the process of researching and producing a text, and
2) traditions of knowledge-making globally and in the particular
geopolitical and socio-historic context of Russia. The findings
indicate that research on the writing for publication practices

of art historians has been challenging because this knowledge
domain is marked by varying interpretative epistemologies with-
in national, cultural, and or geopolitical contexts.

Academic writing for publication as a research field has been developing
globally over the last 30 years (Curry & Lillis, 2015, Kuteeva & Mauranen,
2014). The majority of studies have looked into various linguistic patterns
within published texts, scholarly writers’ experiences and publication prac-
tices, and cultural and disciplinary variations in academic text production
by academics working in hard and soft sciences (Cargill et al., 2019; Hyland,
2009; Uzuner, 2008). At the same time, little research has been carried out on
how contemporary scholars learn to write academic texts within the domain
of arts and humanities. In particular, research on the writing for publication
practices in fields like art history is challenging because the knowledge do-
main of the humanities is marked by the production of mono-authored texts
with distinctive authorial voices, a less rigid rhetorical structure, and interpre-
tative epistemologies (Hyland, 2016).
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Another challenge is that within all disciplines, anglophone writing ped-
agogy is the most researched one. For example, research into writing centers
has been predominantly driven by studies which examine how U. S. writing
center models are adopted or adapted in universities across the world (Shine
Cain, 2011, see also Chapter 5 and Chapter 7). Yet, there have been calls in
academia to acknowledge the existence of indigenous writing traditions in
native languages so as to overcome the hegemony of Anglo-centric writing
pedagogy (Altbach & de Wit, 2015; Canagarajah, 2005) and make local writ-
ing traditions visible to the global research community (Chitez et al., 2018;
Gustafsson & Ganobcsik-Williams, 2016). Following Lillis and Curry (2010),
our study explores how writing has been taught in the domain of art history
in the particular geolinguistic and geopolitical space of Russia.

We draw on academic literacies theory (Lea & Street, 1998), and there
are two major premises underlying our approach: a) writing is a type of so-
cial practice (Lillis, 2001) and b) writing is closely linked with the knowl-
edge-making practices in a discipline. The chapter is based on six interviews
with Russian art historians about their academic writing practices. We seek
to address the following empirical questions:

*  What were the educational practices in the past and what are the con-
temporary approaches to teaching writing in art history in Russia?

*  What challenges existed and exist in knowledge-making and writing
practices and how do they affect the teaching of writing?

To our best knowledge, there have been few studies which have explicitly
or implicitly raised the issues of writing pedagogy in the art history knowl-
edge domain in particular geolinguistic and geopolitical contexts. Thus, the
aim in this chapter is to bring to bear understandings and questions arising
from complexities in meaning making and writing in art history texts to ex-
plore contemporary Russian scholars’ accounts of their educational experi-
ences and the challenges that have significantly affected academic writing
practices. In this chapter, we first address the academic literacies framework
and emphasize the value of drawing on scholarly writers’experiences and per-
spectives on academic writing as a type of social practice. Then, we critically
address art history as a contested site of knowledge production and the dis-
tinctive features of the discipline that influence its associated rhetoric. Next,
we discuss the existing pedagogical approaches worldwide in this domain
and reach conclusions about the state of writing and writing education in this
field. We then introduce the research design and the results of the study. Fi-
nally, we discuss the key findings and draw conclusions relevant for research-
ers in academic writing, scholarly writers in the field, and writing instructors.
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Academic Writing as Social Practice

'The complexity of research on how academics produce and learn to produce
academic texts is linked to the existing diversity of ideologies and theories
in the field of writing for publication. Lillis and Curry (2010) have usefully
suggested that there are key ideological orientations towards writers, texts,
practices, and languages which underlie methodological choices for research.
'Thus, methodological choices in scholarly writing research have heavily de-
pended on how writing is conceptualized and how text and context have been
methodologically linked.

One key methodological strand of approaches to exploring academic text
production is based on text analysis (Curry & Lillis, 2015). Text-based ap-
proaches primarily focus on variations in the linguistic features of academic
texts (cross disciplinary and cross linguistic studies) with the aim of quantifying
them and comparing or contrasting these features. Such studies tend to treat
English-medium academic texts as a fixed norm. This methodological approach
is grounded in the debatable premise that language is a transparent and bound-
ed phenomenon (Lillis, 2013). In other words, an academic text is taken out of
its context (Blommaert, 2005) and becomes the primary object of analysis.

'The other key approach is ethnography-oriented research, which has been
employed to explore issues related to contexts for text production and the ex-
periences of scholarly writers in academia (Lillis, 2008). Paltridge (2017) echoes
Lillis’ (2003) emphasis on the idea that writing is a type of knowledge-making
rather than just knowledge inscription. Such an approach is transformative in
its nature because it enables both scholars and writers to explore the existing
conventions and their constraining or restricting powers in the process of aca-
demic text production (Lillis, 2015). However, what constitutes context requires
clarification (Blommaert, 2005), and Lillis (2008) has usefully distinguished
among three levels of ethnography (as method, methodology, and deep theo-
rizing) to indicate that there have been variations in ethnographic engagement
and levels of context in the field of academic writing.

'The theoretical framework for academic literacies emerged as a response to
the dominance of skills-based approaches to teaching reading and writing and
inequalities in access to education among students. Rooted in New Literacy
Studies (e.g., Street, 2003), academic literacies theory provides a critical lens
for exploring who can say what in academia and offers a viable methodological
approach to learning the experiences of scholarly writers. It has a distinctive
ideological and epistemological tradition (Lea & Street, 1998; Lillis & Scott,
2007). Literacy should not be treated as autonomous and “a single and universal
phenomenon with assumed cognitive as well as economic benefits” (Lillis &
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Scott, 2007, p. 11). Instead, it has an ideological nature: socioculturally embed-
ded literacy practices should be taken into account along with the associated
power relationships (Lillis, 2009). Thus, the high-stakes academic writing of
scholars is the key component of literacy and is a social practice (as opposed to
competence). It is heavily shaped by the values, beliefs, and ideologies of writers
in a particular context (Barton et al., 2000; Lillis, 2001).

In Academic Writing in a Global Context, Lillis and Curry (2010) explore
scholars’ writing experiences and access to resources in four national contexts
(Portugal, Hungary, Spain, and Slovakia). They reveal important resources which
have been available to scholars and mobilized via local and transnational net-
works: contacts among scholars, information, academic materials, rhetorical re-
sources, collaboration in writing, collaboration on research, and brokering (con-
nections to publishing opportunities). Lillis and Curry (2006) also reveal the role
of literacy brokers, a term they use to refer to actors who can influence the aca-
demic research article production and access resources in important ways, such
as reviewers, editors, and translators. Other geopolitical contexts where marked
center-periphery inequalities have been studied are: China (Li & Flowerdew,
2009), Spain (Pérez-Llantada et al., 2011), and Germany (Schluer, 2014).

'The value of Lillis and Curry’s (2010) work is its use of ethnography, a
key empirical methodology of the ideological model of academic literacy. In
our study of text production by Russian scholars within a particular cultural,
disciplinary, and geopolitical context, the notion of writing as a type of social
practice helps to identify and explore links among the objects of the research
(texts, their uses, and users). Practice helps to link language with individuals
at the level of the context of a situation (what is said at a certain moment, un-
der certain conditions) and at the level of the context of a culture (what can be
researched at a certain moment and under certain conditions) in three ways:
1) texts do not exist in isolation and are part of what people do (practices) in
the material world; 2) these practices become the life routines of individuals
and institutions when language is seen as practice-resource; and 3) academic
writing shapes and is embedded in social structures (Lillis & Scott, 2007).

Art History as a Knowledge Domain

Knowledge production in the field of arts and humanities has been genuinely
different from the hard sciences and social sciences (Hellgvist, 2010). Art histo-
ry, like any disciplinary field, has certain features that influence meaning-mak-
ing in the process of academic text production. This is a young discipline global-
ly and is still evolving and struggling for its disciplinary boundaries. Art history
has also been seen as an emerging discipline without a formal status (Grabar,

72



How Russian Art Historians Learn to Write

1982) and often positioned as luxury, elitist, and not meeting practical educa-
tional demands (Kent, 2012). In Russia, art history has been struggling for its
independence from such root knowledge domains as literary criticism, theory
of arts, and history. The standards of writing in the field have differed a lot
(Sychenkova, 2014) because the cultural, epistemological, and aesthetic expec-
tations of writers and readers have been vast and thus unmanageable.

Interpretation is important to understanding how art historians write their
texts. Biglan (1973) identifies variations along the hard-soft and pureapplied
dimensions. The distinction between hard and soft fields relates to the extent
to which knowledge is constructed on the basis of a framework of shared as-
sumptions. The pure sciences (hard) maintain a degree of internal unity over
aims, methods of investigation and evaluation criteria, which may come to be
seen as derived from reality itself, rather than constructed by disciplinary con-
vention. The humanities and social sciences (soft), in contrast, tend to be char-
acterized by internal discord, encouraging a view of knowledge as a matter of
interpretation. Writing is a way to make meaning, yet it is surrounded by many
difficulties. Grabar (1982) illustrates a few of them: fear of being obvious or doc-
trinaire; the risks of raising fundamental issues when there are established ways
of operating which seem perfectly acceptable within the discourse community;
the difficulty of choosing meaning-making and interpretation patterns from
anthropology or literature; and, generally, the absence of a collectively accepted
statement of what the history of the visual arts is supposed to be (p. 281).

'The intellectual response to art has been constrained by the fact that each
subfield has its own methods and approaches, technical vocabulary, and needs.
Grabar (1982) explains that subfields in art history can be cultural, social, tech-
nical, methodological, and conceptual. He concludes that they are so different
that that they need autonomy to develop, and there is no universal history of art.

'The visual experiences of art historians have been central to their academ-
ic text production. Barolsky (1996) addresses the theoretical and methodolog-
ical problem of how one sees in the history of art and emphasizes that seeing
is a play of imagination reflected in writing. Roth (2010) addresses the future
of the writing medium (when compared to visual modes) and refers to the
long-standing tensions between writing and visual representation.

Writing a text in art history in the global academic context has become
more difficult for art historians, and Grabar (1982) makes four key observa-
tions. First of all, the range of visual experiences offered to the historian of art
has increased dramatically. There is an increased variety of historical periods
and geographical areas; minor (decorative arts) and major media; paintings,
photographs, and books as reproducible substitutes; and exhibitions and oth-
er visual experiences (external to the show). The second observation is that
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major journals publish a limited range of methodological and conceptual ap-
proaches in art history. Art forms mostly represent the Western European
heritage, from late antiquity to the late nineteenth century while published
papers belong either to the patronage or attribution genres. He also observes
that regions outside the western world mostly have limited access to key art-
works, books with reproductions, or key readings in the discipline “out of
which emerge the principles of the classical history of arts” (Grabar, 1982, p.
282). Finally, what counts as knowledge becomes the outcome of educational
and academic circumstances. He questions why Western art and no other
artistic tradition is privileged as the mainstream in classical history.

Grabar’s (1982) observations have certain implications and consequences
for meaning making and writing in the discipline and emphasize the risks of
cultural imperialism. Kauffmann (2004) explains that while the traditional
classification of works of art is made by country and period, the political
and cultural boundaries are complex, fluid, and not always transparent. He
argues for establishing the geography of art as a subject and that our assump-
tions about the place of art should be reconsidered and reflected in narratives
of art history. Many of the regions outside the Western world have their
own non-Western traditions of explaining art and its history, and while the
non-Western practices are recognized, the Western methodologies and terms
prevail (Elkins, 2007, 2011; Van Damme & Zijlmans, 2008).

Overall, epistemology has been related to rhetoric in important ways and
defines how art history writing should and can be taught as a part of the mean-
ing-making and knowledge-making process in higher education (Becher, 1989).

Art History, Associated Rhetoric, and Writing Pedagogy

Understanding art historians’ epistemological orientations and associated rhet-
oric is crucial for developing academic writing pedagogies in art history. For ex-
ample, Adam (2014) argues that writing in art history, particularly the fine arts
domain, has been rooted in subjectivity and objectivity, when “critical exam-
ination rests on embodied, subjective understandings as well as rigorous anal-
ysis and as much on creative intuition as on calculated attention” (p. 219). This
epistemological orientation results in the associated rhetoric in which “written
work is presented in the form of an on-going exchange between self and world,
practice and theory” (Adam, 2014, p. 219). He proposes the adoption of a per-
formative writing strategy that “reflects both the content and context of the
enquiry” (2014, p. 218). Such an approach allows for the exploration of critical
concepts in practice and draws on one’s phenomenological experience of con-
tinually questioning, re-negotiating, re-interpreting, and representing concepts.
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Research and writing in art history is an embodied process. Adam (2014)
refers to the examples of Paul Ricoeur, Janet Wolff, John Wylie, and others to
signal the variety of ways in which the writers construct their narrative iden-
tities in their texts by combining subjective description with critical analysis.
For example, Créme and Mckenna (2010) explored the relationship between
writing and identity—how writers sense themselves as writers. They used Roz
Ivanic’s (1998) three writing selves: the autobiographical, the discoursal, and
the authorial to look for markers that indicate writers’ backgrounds, disci-
plinary orientations, and authorial presence.

Writing a text has been closely linked to the aesthetic tastes of individual
writers. Adam (2014) says that “the writings of Irigaray, Kristeva and Cixious
continue to inspire me” (p. 220). Barolsky (1996) emphasizes the importance
of poetry in writing, as otherwise a text lacks passion and is neutral. He argues
that there are two key reasons for bad writing in the field. First, art historians
have not thought of themselves as writers. Second, writers have been afraid
to employ artful rhetorical forms (e.g., passion, enthusiasm, imagination, use
of metaphorical language) because they will be seen as unprofessional in a
context where writers have been expected to fortify their claims. Thus, to
avoid the problem of dry prose and reference to facts only, Barolsky (1996)
emphasizes that good writing emerges from the imitation of good writers.

At the same time, Adam (2014) highlights that conventions have been the
opposite of what is expected by the discourse community (in contrast with
the natural and social sciences where writing is grounded in conventions). For
example, MacLeod and Holdridge (2005) explain that “the conventionally
written academic thesis does not always seem appropriate for the doctorate in
fine art” (pp. 23). Moreover, Barrett and Bolt (2010) argue that the particular
methodologies of the discipline have been “personally situated, interdisciplin-
ary and diverse and emergent” (p. 2). Thus, defining rhetorical patterns and
conventions is problematic and requires a writer to meet traditional expecta-
tions and challenge familiar models at the same time.

Barnet (1993) explains that producing a text in art history has been root-
ed in existing epistemologies and that writing style is revealed in form. She
explains that after the 1970s, there was an epistemological shift from decon-
textualized objects towards deconstruction and demystification in knowledge
making and writing. Work has always been connected to social history. The
writer’s own contexts will also influence their interpretations.

When writing in art history, one needs to think about “what is in front
of us as well as what is within us” (Barnet, 1993, p. 1). Writing becomes a way
of learning and is a way to communicate our responses to the material and
interest the reader in seeing the work as the writer sees it. Thus, writing a text
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involves such functions as observing, showing, and illuminating. Interestingly,
unlike building an argument based on logic, as is traditional for the natural
and social sciences, showing serves the function of argument building and
is a way to convince the reader. Close analysis of form is a kind of analyt-
ic statement about “how the work means” (Barnet, 1993, p. 115). Elton and
Nicolle (2009) emphasize that while there is writing development support
at universities, there are certain risks of adopting approaches governed by a
narrow emphasis on form. They question the transparency of the medium
of language in the learning, teaching, and assessment of writing. Thus, apart
from focusing on rules-led writing, it is equally important to read texts in the
process of understanding and producing written texts.

Overall, while there is a growing body of research into epistemologies
within the art history knowledge domain (Borgdorff, 2007), little is known
about the writing and knowledge-making practices of contemporary schol-
ars in various geopolitical and geolinguistic contexts (Lillis & Curry, 2010).
There is considerable work still to be done to critically explore the complexity
of issues which have surrounded the knowledge production and academic
writing of scholars working in English and other languages in order to draw
conclusions about writing pedagogies in the field.

Study Design and Data

Our study explored the experiences of six multilingual scholars in Russia within
the context of English as the lingua franca of knowledge-making and production
(Lillis & Curry, 2010). The methodology involved a text-ethnographic approach
that traced the production of scholars’ texts, with an empirical focus on specific
texts, interviews conducted with scholars about the production of specific texts,
and documentary data at the institutional, national, and international levels.

'The key methodological orientation of this study was the critical frame-
work of academic literacies with its “specific epistemological and ideological
stance” (Lillis & Scott, 2007, p. 7) which was relevant for exploring high-
stakes writing practices in academia. Our key aim was to foreground the
writers’ perspectives on text production and reveal academic writing practices
with particular attention to emic perspectives in the course of cyclical talk,
which “becomes part of sustained engagement in specific research sites and is
set alongside other types of data” (Lillis, 2008, p. 362).

We followed the sociolinguistic premise that language is not transparent
(Lillis & McKinney, 2013) and language indexes the real-life experiences of
individuals. The interview data analysis involved working back and forth “from
vertical (understanding the individual case) to horizontal (identifying patterns
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across cases) orientations to the data” (Barton & Hamilton, 1998, p. 70; see also
Lillis & Curry, 2018) in order to generate themes that emerged as significant.
We used our personal contacts to trace art history scholars located in Mos-
cow and St. Petersburg via snowball sampling, and we also traced publicly avail-
able scholars’ profiles. We sought experienced writers with at least 1o years in
academia who work in Russia in the field of art history. We then sent an email
invitation to 12 scholars, and six participants agreed to take part in the study (see
Table 3.1 for participants who agreed to participate in the study).! The major
reasons for rejecting our participation invitation included the absence of time
for the interview due to heavy workload (four scholars) and lack of desire to
talk about publishing at all (two scholars). Each participant had a choice in
the language of the interview (Russian or English). The interview lasted 60
to 9o minutes and covered such issues as education and academic experience,
research writing experience, and the linguistic profile of writer-participants.

Table 3.1. Participant Profiles: Positions,Research Interests,
Number of Academic Publications, and Years in Academia

Scholar Location # of academic | Academic Research interests | Years
publications | position’

Anna St. Petersburg | 12 Russian Docent History of Europe- | 13
1 English an sculpture

Olga Moscow 18 Russian Docent History of Byzan- [ 14
5 English tine Art

Diana Moscow 19 Russian Docent History of Europe- | 16
0 English an graphic art

Elena St. Petersburg | 21 Russian Docent History of Eastern | 16
0 English art

Alexander | Moscow 16 Russian Docent History of the 16
2 English Western and Rus-
1 Chinese sian Architecture

Ekaterina | St. Petersburg | 33 Russian Docent History of Europe- | 43
1 French an Graphic art

1 The participants’ names were anonymized.

2 Academic titles vary across countries and institutions. In Russia, there are such titles
as professor (= U. S. full professor), docent (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, i.e., countries
with academic traditions that stem from German-speaking countries = associate professor),
senior lecturer (= U. S. assistant professor), and lecturer. These titles are given to faculty who
both teach and conduct research in the majority of Russian universities at the moment.
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In addition, we collected participants’ current curricula vitae to analyze
their working experiences and publications over time, along with addition-
al documentary data that participants considered relevant for their knowl-
edge-making and academic writing practices. For example, state and institu-
tional initiatives about publishing in arts and humanities.

Results and Discussion: Art Historians at Work

In our exploratory study we sought to address two empirical questions. The
first question was what the educational practices were and are in teaching
writing in art history in Russia where we seek to make visible how and why
art historians learned to produce texts and how their students learn to write
now (see below Learning Trajectories: Past and Present). The second ques-
tion targeted challenges which existed and exist in knowledge-making and
writing practices and how they might affect the teaching of writing. We dis-
tinguished two major themes which emerged from the interview data: the
importance of access to resources (see below Challenges in Writing Arising
from Limited Access to Resources) and local traditions of knowledge-making
and producing a text (see Challenges in Writing Arising from Disciplinary
Traditions of Knowledge-making in a Particular Geopolitical and Socio-his-
toric Context).

Learning Trajectories: Past and Present

Scholars shared their experiences of learning academic writing, and when we
asked whether they were formally taught to write, all participants, except for
Ekaterina and Elena, initially said no. However, in the course of interviews
about their educational experiences, each scholar explicitly signaled that
writing is and was a challenging experience and talked about the ways they
learned to write. Ekaterina is the only participant who had formal training in
writing. She said that in the academy of arts in St. Petersburg there was a com-
pulsory course in writing, and they produced such genres as: “notes, essays,
and reviews. (3aMeTKu, 3cce 1 perjeHsnn).”

When she was a first-year student, Elena says she had a seminar in writ-
ing for publication, but she believes that experience:

Wias a waste of time because we were first year students, and
there were no writers among us at that time. (310 65110 MasIO
TIOJIE3HOE MEPOIIPUATHE, TOTOMY YTO HAC YUYHIIH Ha TIEPBOM
Kypce, K TOMy MOMEHTY IHIIYIIUX TI0fel cped Hac He ObLIO.
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[ToaTomy ecnu 51 9TO-TO W 3HAJNA U3 TIEPBOTO Kypca, TO 5 3TO
3a0blIa K MOMEHTY, KOTJIa OHaJ00MIOCh THCATh CTAThH. )

By contrast, Alexander said he had no formal classes in writing and had to
learn to write by interpreting texts correctly:

‘There were no such courses, it seems, anywhere. There was a lot
of work with old texts that we had to understand in the con-
temporary context and interpret correctly. (Takux KypcoB He
ObLI0, MHE Ka)KeTCsl, HUTZE. BbII0 MHOTO paboThI CO CTApBIMK
TEKCTaMM, KOTOPbIE HYXKHO IMOHSTH C COBPEMEHHOW TOYKH
3peHust M MPAaBUIILHO M3JI0KUTh. HUKaKuX MPpUEMOB THCHMA,
HUKAaKUX 3aHATUHN He OBLIO.)

He also recalled that although his high school classes in literature with a
private tutor and first year university classes in history helped him learn to
organize his ideas, thinking, and argument, he was not taught to write:

I had, like many of us did and do now;, private classes before
joining the university in literature. We briefly discussed not
how to write but how to organize your thinking, internal logic
so that it exists in texts. There were seminars in history during
the first year of studies. They were not about writing but about
thinking, how to reason as a historian who is deconstructing a
written text. (I, Kax MHOTHE B Te TOJIBI U ceiuac, 3aHUMAICs
C TIPEenoJaBaTeNsIMU Hepel MOCTYIUICHHEM H, B YaCTHOCTU
uTepatypoil. MBIl HEMHOXKO OOCYXKIalH HE Kak IIHCaTh,
a Kak BBICTPaMBaThb MbIC/Ib, BHYTPEHHEH JIOTMKH, YTOOBI
OHa OblIa B TEKCTaX. OBUIM CEMHHApPBI Ha NEPBOM Kypce 10
HCTOPHH, B KOTOPBIX 3TO KAacaJa0Ch HE MHChMA, a MBIIIICHHUS.
KaK JIOTHYECKU BBICTPaMBaTh JIOTUKY MBIIIICHHS HCTOPHKA,
KOTOPBIi MpenapupyeT MHCbMEHHBIN TEKCT.)

Writing essays was a part of a course in literary criticism, and Diana ex-
plained she produced essays which were: “A different genre, not a research
article. (HO 3TO COBCeM JpyToii KaHp, 9TO HEe HaydHas cTaths.)” At the same
time, due to current publishing pressure (Curry & Lillis, 2015), she said art
historians have had the strong need to be able to publish research articles apart
from the more common genres (e.g., notes, essays, reviews). Overall, Diana
signaled that writing texts has always been a challenging experience because:
“it seemed that everything you wrote was not right, and then there comes a
feeling that you are doing it right. (kaxxercsi, Bce 4TO MHUIICIIB, TTOTY4aCTCs
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HE TaK, IOTOM BO3HHKAeT OIIyIIEeHHE, YTO Bce monydaercs.)” Diana empha-
sized the importance of learning to write by using the feedback from her
research supervisor in the course of writing her thesis:

I am grateful to my research supervisor. Good supervision is
important,when a more experienced professional guides a nov-
ice writer. Feedback was quite harsh, but it helped me to un-
derstand how everything should be. (I npusnatensha cBoemy
HAayqHOMY PYKOBOIMTENIO. BaXHO yMHOE pyKOBOICTBO
U 4TOOBl CTApIIMH CHIENHANIUCT TPAaBHIBHO HAIMpPaBIsl
HaynHaromero. IIpaBka OblIa JOCTAaTOYHO XKECTKOH, HO OHA
HIOMOTaJa MOHSTh, KaK BCE JOJDKHO OBITh.)

When recalling how she learned to write, Ekaterina also talked about the
importance of a supervisor. The reason for this was that sometimes the object
of study requires a specific attitude, description, and writing style. She said
that the process of learning to work with particular materials, such as engrav-
ings, was a “complex and unique process of learning” that resembled more an
artisan training with its workshop style of teaching than academic classes:

If you are holding a portrait of the sixteenth century you have
to understand the context [of its making]; to know the history
from the costume to philosophy and history of religion and
culture. That’s why every student has a supervisor. cinoxHtoe,
ITy4HOE 00ydeHne. oOydeHHe HAET C PyKH, KaK B MHOTHX
TBOPYECKHX MPO(ECCUSIX. €CTh METOANYECKUE MaTepHalIbI,
KOTOpBIE THI TTPOYUTHIBACIIIH, HO Tepe ToOoi moptper XVI
BEKa, M ThI JIOJDKEH MOHUMATh KOHTEKCT, 3MOXY: OT KOCTIOMA
no ¢unocodun, UCTOPUH, MCTOPHU PEIUTUH U KyIBTYpBI.
TeIOTOp 3aKpeIUIAETCs 3a TOOOM KaK TBOM HACTABHHK.)

Two participants talked about the importance of learning to write by
reading texts that they like and see as exemplary in their field. Elena said she
learned to write:

By studying samples, sample papers of more experienced
peers, those who I respected and who were interesting and
pleasant to read. A collection of sample texts was emerg-
ing, and I followed them, and step by step I got into writ-
ing. (yumnach BIPHUITISIKY, HA 00Pa3LOBBIX CTAThSIX CTAPIINX
KOJIUIET, KOTOPBIX s yBakasia, KOTOPEIX MHE OBIIO HHTEPECHO
U TpUATHO 4uTarh. M3 HUX coOupancs OaHk 00pasIoB,
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cTapasch CJIEJ0BaTh KOTOPHIM 5 IOCTENEHHO BXOAWJIA B
MUCaHUeE.)

Reading exemplary texts in terms of quality of research and quality of
writing was crucial for Olga, who said that she learned to write from reading
and by paying attention both to the content and the style of a text:

I consider the quality of research. If I see that the text I read
is reliable, does not raise any doubts at the professional level.
But I pay significant attention to the quality of writing like an
editor. (SI opreHTHpPYIOCH Ha YpOBEHb HMcclenoBaHuil. Ecimu
MHE Ka)eTCsI, YTO TO, YTO Sl YNTAI0, 3aCITy)KUBACT JOBEPHsI, HE
BBI3BIBACT Y MEHsI COMHCHHIT Ha MPO(ECCHOHATLHOM YPOBHE
B mepByi0 odepenb. Ho st oueHb oOpaial0 BHUMaHHE W Ha
KayeCTBO IMHMChbMa TOXKE, KaK PEIaKTop.)

At the same time, while reading exemplary texts guides some writers in
producing texts, Diana signaled the challenge of finding her own way of writ-
ing a text which will differ from her teachers”:

I cannot say that I follow more experienced peers. We depend
on the examples set by our teachers, but I do not try to imi-
tate them. (He MOTy CKa3aTh, 4TO sl CHJIIBHO OPHEHTHPYIOCH Ha
CTapIIUX KoJuier. Mbl 3aBHCHM OT IIpHMepa IperoiaBareieH,
HO Sl HE CTAparoCh MOAPAKATH UM. )

Even more, Anna said she believes her texts have been produced themselves
and she could hardly explain how it has happened: “Texts are born themselves,
I only write them down. (camu Iy TCst OHY, 51 UX TOJIBKO 0hopMILsIO.)”

As Anna reports, art criticism classes were an opportunity to write more
about art. Yet, she said that although she has always valued literary features in
texts, there was no place for them in academic texts:

Wewerespecificallytaughtartcriticism,buttheyneverdemand-
ed literary features of texts, which I always liked. (Hac yumm
XyAOKECTBEHHOI KPUTHKE CICLHAIBHO U LIeJICHANPABICHHO,
HO He TpeOOBallM KaKUX-TO XyJOXKECTBEHHBIX JIOCTOMHCTB
TEKCTa, a MHE 9TO BCEI1a HPaBUIOCh. )

Finally, participants talked about their editing experiences, as they said it is a
way to significantly improve their writing. Anna explains that:

You learn when you edit. Most important is the experience of
working with good editors. Not my own editing experience,
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but external, when my texts were edited. (yunmuiscs cam koraa
peAaKTUpPYyeIIb. OOBIIEC BCETO MOMOTAET OIBIT C XOPOITUMHU
penaktopamu. He Mot coOCTBEHHBIN, a BHEITHUH, KOT/Ia MOH
CTaThbH PeIaKTHPOBAJIH.)

Apart from sharing their experiences of how they learned to write in art his-
tory, they also talked about how they currently teach writing to their students.
First of all, five scholars talked about the lack (mostly absence) of formal
training in writing for their students. It has proven problematic since writing
for art historians, like in any other field in the humanities, is a way to make
meaning and to make knowledge fixed in a written text. For example, Alexan-
der said there still are no writing courses for his university students, and it has
posed a serious limitation which students have inherited when they graduate
from the university and pursue an academic career:

It [writing skill] can develop naturally, but even in this case it
is useful to learn. Very often, it [writing skill] does not devel-
op at all, and there are many people who have problems with
writing. It seems to them that they do not have problems, but
the reader immediately sees that there are problems with logic,
style,some things are completely ignored. (310 MOXeT poauTCst
caMo, HO JaXe B 3TOM Ciiydae OyJeT IIOJe3HO IOYYHTCS.
OueHb YacTO 3TO HE POXKIACTCA COBCEM, M €CTh MHOTO
JIOICH, KOTOPBIC HCIBITBIBAIOT MOTOM C 3THM IIPOOJIEMBL.
VM KaxeTcs, 9TO OHHM HE MCIIBITHIBAIOT, HO YUTATENIO Cpasy
BHJIHO, YTO y Y€JIOBEKa MPOOIEeMBI C IOTUKOH, ¢ TTojauei, 4To
KaKHe-TO BEI[M OH IIPOCTO HE 3aMevaer. )

'The second current challenge of teaching writing to students has been rooted
in the fact that art history has a wide variety of subfields, each with a specific
style and manner of writing. Olga explained that study books exist that can help
writers in general writing issues, but since her field of research has been very
narrow, she would need a special writing manual for her research focus:

There are some manuals in research writing. Our field of
research is very narrow, and nobody writes special manuals.
When I was a postgraduate student, I learned some ideas
from the book by Umberto Eco, How to Write a Thesis. (ectb
KaKHe-TO MOCOOHs 110 HAyYHOMY CTUIIIO ITHChMa. Y Hac OYeHb
y3Kas. 00IacTh, MOITOMY HHKTO HE IHIIET CHELUATbHBIX
pabot. S xorga ObLIa ACHMPAHTKOM, YTO-TO MOYEPIIHYNA W3
pabotsr YMOepTo Dxo «Kak mucarh AUIIIOMHYIO pad»).
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Overall, the experience of learning to write has appeared, for art histori-
ans, related to working within literature or history traditions. Deconstructing
a text was more common than learning to compose a text. The participants
signaled that writing is an ability that does not develop naturally and high-
light the importance of introducing formal writing instruction to university
students in such genres as notes, essays, reviews, and journal articles. Their
orientation in learning to write toward more experienced, respected writers
(e.g., their supervisors or from published texts of their peers) has signaled
that the mentoring model of learning to write and produce meaning in an
academic text—as well as their feedback—has served an important function
by highlighting problems not only with writing but with meaning making
in their texts. At the same time, the mentoring model allows space for the
writer’s voice and identity, as texts are born in the process of meaning making.

Challenges in Writing Arising from Limited Access to Resources

Talking about their writing experiences, the participants’ comments explicitly
signaled the importance of having access to particular resources in producing
a text, namely, the limited access to research literature, the necessity of using
foreign languages in research, limited access to objects of art which are under
research focus, and lack of time for research and writing.

Limited Access to Research Literature

'The participants talked about limited access to published books and period-
icals due to lack of financial resources in higher education and poor libraries
in Russia. For example, Olga said that most of the research in her field is
published abroad and is not available in Russian libraries:

Most of the studies on my topic are published abroad. Many
periodicals about Italian art are not available in our librar-
ies. Getting foreign literature is the hardest problem. (ITo
MoOeii TeMaTHKe OOJBIIMHCTBO pabOT BBIXOAWT 3arpaHHULCH.
MHoro pa0®oT MO UTAIBIHCKOW TEpHOANKE, KOTOphIE B
HalMX OMONIMOTEeKaX HEAOCTYHHBL J[0OBITh WHOCTPaHHYIO
JIMTEPATypy OJIHA U3 CAMBIX CIOKHBIX POOIIEM. )

Diana explained that local libraries have received little funding and that trav-
elling abroad or accessing electronic databases are the only ways for her to get
access to published works:

We try to increase our library, but we sometimes fail, in part
due to financial reasons. A trip overseas is not only for vis-
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iting museums but for visiting libraries. We have had access
to electronic databases for the last three years. (ITbrraemcst
pacimpsTh Hally OHOIHOTEKY, HO HaM 3TO HE BCeTr/a yIaeTcs,
B TOM YHCJE MO (PMHAHCOBBIM COOOPaXKEHHSIM. MOE3/Ka 32
pyOEIK MOCBSAIIACTCS HE TOJIBKO MOXO0/aM B My3€H, HO €lle U
MOCEIICHUIO OMOINOTEK. y HAC OKOJIO TPEX JIET €CTh MOATICKA
Ha HECKOJIBKO 0a3 JaHHBIX.)

When the published works appear to be limited, Olga also said that she seeks
ways to freely access published works online: “Fortunately, now we have the
academia.edu portal so that poor Russians can find papers from different fields.
(K cuacTblo, mosiBucs caiit academia.edu., 4ToObI 6efHBIE PyCCKIIe HAXOVIIN
TaM TeMbl IO pasnu4HbIM obnmactsam 3HaHumil.)” While working with foreign
published literature has appeared crucial for one’s work, seeking access to re-
search literature, catalogues, and periodicals published in foreign languages has
represented a great challenge for contemporary art historians in Russia.

Knowledge of Foreign Languages

Many participants talked about the importance of knowing foreign languag-
es in order to do research, and some of them learned the local languages of
Japan, Spain, Greece, and Portugal, because most of the research about an
object of art has been published in the local language. Ekaterina says that any
art historian should be able to read modern foreign texts and: “Must know
all European languages because references are always made in the language.
(mOIKeH BIafieTh BCEMM eBPOTIEIICKMMI A3bIKaMU, IOTOMY 4TO CIIPAaBOYHBIE
cBefieHNs OoIyOMMKoBaHbl Ha sA3bike.)” She also said that in order to work
with engravings she had to learn Latin because: “It was the international lan-
guage in the seventeenth-eighteenth centuries. (IpUIIIOCh yYNTH JIATHIHD,
TaK KakK 3TO A3bIK MeXXayHapopHoro obmenns XVI - XVIII Beka.)”

Sometimes scholars have sought the support of their peers when
working with an object of art which has been described or represented in a
foreign language. For example, Anna described how her peer has helped her
with translations of Portuguese texts from the seventeenth century. Ekaterina
usefully explained that the origin of the object of art has been closely linked
to the language of its creation, description, and interpretation. While reading
in foreign languages is a necessary part of their work, Ekaterina said that
writing a text in a foreign language has been a great challenge. She believed
writing a journal article in a foreign language required a degree in philology
because she saw translation from Russian into a foreign language as the only
way of producing a text:
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I write in Russian, and it is translated. You need to obtain a
degree in philology to write in a foreign language. I believe
that a non-native speaker is not able to translate except for a
couple of geniuses. (SI muITy HO-pycCKH, U 3TO BCE IEPEBOJIAT.
IIOTOMY HY)KHO 3aKOHYUTH (priidak 4ToObI MHCATh HA SI3BIKE.
Sl cymTaro, 4TO HE HOCHTENb S3bIKA HE MOXET IEPEeBECTH
HOPMAaJIbHO, Hy KPOME ITapOYKH F¢HHEB. )

Scholars successfully use foreign languages to read published works and
study the objects of art, but writing in a foreign language is challenging for
many of them (see also the subsection below: Challenges in Writing Arising
from Disciplinary Traditions of Knowledge-making in a Particular Geopolit-
ical and Socio-historic Context).

Limited Access to Objects of Art

'The visual experiences of art historians have been central to their academic
text production (Barolsky, 1996). In fact, access to objects of art was an im-
portant theme raised by the participants and has been limited in different
ways. Olga explained that only original objects of art could be studied: “Il-
lustrations in books, however good they are, do not give a full understanding
about the value of art objects. (mrocTpanuy B KHUrax, Kakumu 6b1 XOpOIIn-
MJ OHM He ObUIM, OHM He JAIOT IOJTHOTO IPEfCTAB/ICHN O TOM, HACKOIbKO
3TO LjeHHOe IpousBesienne.)” Diana said that she had to travel for internships
in museum depositories in the US and Germany because it was the only
way she was able to witness objects of art and learn about their conservation
principles. By contrast, Ekaterina said that because of the tough political and
economic situation in Russia she was able to travel quite late in her career:

An art historian, like an artist, must begin with visiting the
living art object. I am 60, and I visited Italy for the first time
when I was 58. (MCTOpHK HCKyCCTBa, TaK XKe, KaK U XyA0XKHHUK,
JIOJDKEH Ha4MHATh BCE CBOM IIPAKTHKH C IIOCELICHHS JKHBOTO
MaMATHHUKA KyJIbTypbl. MHE 60 JIET, a sl IEPBBIN pa3 B 58 JeT
no6biBaia B Mrammn.)

Olga explained the limited access to art objects in Russia has come from heavy
bureaucratization and restrictive requirements in local depositories:

Access to Byzantine works is given to an academic not only
with a higher education degree but with a research degree and
often with a recommendation from a western colleague. (dacto
BH3aHTUHCKUE PYKOIIUCH MOXET IOIyYHTh B OHOIMOTEKe
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YEeJIOBEK, UMEIONIMI BhICIIEE 00pa3oBaHKE, HO M UMEFOLIHIA
HAY4YHYI0 CTENEHb. MHOIMA €€ PEKOMEHJAIMIO 3alaHOro
KOJUJIETH.)

Interestingly, getting access to objects of art is also a problem for foreign
scholars who research Russian art collections. For example, Ekaterina talked
about providing access to Russian art collections to foreign scholars and the
fact that online catalogues have appeared important in times of limited finan-
cial resources or travel restrictions:

Many times, I heard abroad “Do you have it?”I said “Yes.” They
said, “I was wondering where the black hole is.” Only now is
there an internet catalogue, and foreigners were not allowed
in the country in the past. Catalogues were handwritten in the
nineteenth century. (MHOro pa3 3a 'paHHUIICH 5 CIIBIIANA «aX,
9TO y Bac ecTth?». Jla, ToBOpIO. «AX, S-TO AyMal, HY TIE kKe
€CTh 9Ta YEpHAs JpIpay. ceiiuac MOSBHUIICS HHTEPHET KaTaJIoT,
a paHblIe WHOCTPAHIICB HE MyCKald B CTPaHy. A KaraJoru
ObLIHM HAITKCAHBI B 19 BEKE OT PYKH.)

Getting access to objects of art is essential for a researcher but has presented
certain challenges to art historians, as it has been limited by the financial,
bureaucratic, and political factors surrounding a scholar’s work.

Lack of Time

Many of the respondents stressed that difficulties in getting direct access to
their research object is not the only obstacle. Time available for writing influ-
ences the rhetorical choices and knowledge-making practices of the scholars.
Olga said that despite the fact that she values the literary features of academic
texts, she had no time for such prose and had to write “boring” texts. She ex-
plained that meaning has been more important for her than the beauty and
smoothness of the text when her time has been limited:

There is more work, family requires more time as well, and 1
have no time for literary texts. I'd rather use the same word
again and again to make my argument absolutely clear than
synonyms that could obscure the meaning. (paGoTsI craio
Ooutblie, CEMbs TOXKE CTalla 3aHMMaTh BCE OOJIbIIE BPEMEHH,
¥l Ha JINTEepaTypHbIC PabOTHI IPOCTO TIEPECTAII0 XBATATh CUIL. )

Diana said that she allocated limited time for writing what she saw as im-
portant. While she said that writing museum catalogues is the key genre for
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an art historian, publishing journal articles has been seen as secondary, as
universities have pressed for increased research output measured in research
articles. Thus, she said she experiences tensions in meeting the university re-
search output requirement:

The exhibition catalogue is the key genre for a museum spe-
cialist. That is why I try to find time primarily for them and
write research articles only if I can. (a5 myseiimuka Gomnee
4aCThIi JKaHP—3TO BBICTABOYHBIE KaTalory. [1oaToMy Bpems
IPUXOAUTCS BBIKPAUBATh Il HUX, @ CTAaThbU 3TO YXKE C€CIH
HOJTYYUTCS. )

Overall, the scholars’ accounts signal that the writing practices of art his-
torians have been rooted in work in libraries and reading foreign language
(e.g., modern and ancient) literature, travelling and witnessing objects of arts,
and finding time for research and writing. While access to libraries and time
have been important for research and writing in many academic spheres (e.g.,
Lillis & Curry, 2010), one’s ability to get access to specific resources, such as
using foreign languages (not only English) and seeing and witnessing objects
of art located in foreign countries and in Russia, has significantly influenced
Russian art historians’ writing practices, both for university students and re-
searchers.

Challenges in Writing Arising from Disciplinary
Traditions of Knowledge-making in a Particular
Geopolitical and Socio-historic Context

'The importance of epistemological orientations in meaning making and writ-
ing has been well documented in Curry and Lillis (2010). These orientations
were signaled in participants’ accounts. The influence of socio-political and
historic contexts on meaning making and knowledge reflects the nature of
writing practices as situated and rooted in their contexts of production.

Epistemological Tensions and Rhetoric

Producing a text in the discipline has been connected to local and global
epistemological tensions. For example, Ekaterina explained that there have
been long standing tensions between two epistemological camps in Russia,
iskusstvoznanie (study of art) and istoria iskusstv (history of art). She iden-
tified herself with a global tradition, as opposed to the two local camps, and
uses the English term the history of art to signal the divide between the local
camps and Western scholarship:
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Different epistemological camps have set certain standards in research writing,
and certain tensions during the publication process have appeared. Anna indi-
cated that when her texts have undergone review and have been edited by peers,
she has seen the existing tensions between the epistemological and rhetorical

In Soviet times there was mainly iskusstvoznanie, istoria
iskusstv [study of art, history of art] but it was not history of
art [uses English term]. [Study of art and art history] were
descriptions, emotions, literary studies. There were big termi-
nological battles [in Soviet Russia] between iskusstvoznanie
and istoria iskusstv [study of art and history of art]. Study of
art was interpretation, art criticism, and new social and phil-
osophic views. I do not like it. (B coBerckoe Bpemsi ObLIO B
OCHOBHOM HCKYCCTBOBEICHHE, MCTOPUS MCKYCCTB, HO OHA
He ObLIa XWCTOpU O¢ apT. DTO OBUIO ONMUCAHUE, IMOIUH,
auTeparypoBefeHre. Bbutk OOJbIIME TEPMHHOIOTHUCCKHE
OUTBBI—HUCKYCCTBOBEICHUE W HCKYCCTBO3HAHME.
W CcKyCcCTBO3HAHHE—ATO  MHTEPIpETalus, apT KPUTHKA,
HOBBII B3IJISIT COLMANBHBIM, prumocodckuit. 5 310 He 060, )

orientations of editors and her own in the process of publishing a paper:

Epistemological orientations are at the core of the rhetorical choices in art
history writing. Anna provided an example of how an art object does or does
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Editors cut papers, and we cut with them. With editors from
different fields, philologists, you understand that your paper
is edited as a philology text, a text in literary history. Some
editors work in natural sciences and explain to you that the
order of images should be the following because you refer
first to this and then to that picture, but they should match.
(penakTopbl IpbI3YT CTaThi0 M Thl BMecTe ¢ HuUMH. Korma
peIaKTOpBl M3 Pa3HBIX 00IacTeH—( HUIOIOrH, KOTOphIe
paboTaloT B OCHOBHOM C (PMIIOJIOTHYECKOH TUTEPaTypoi, U ThI
MOHMMAaEIlb, YTO TBOIO CTAThIO IBITAIOTCS OTPENAKTUPOBATH
TaK, KaK MPHHATO PEJaKTHPOBaTh  (HIOIOTHYECKUE
CTaThH, CTaThU ITI0 MCTOPHH IHTepaTypsl. KTo-To paboraer
C ©eCTCCTBEHHOHAy4YHOIl JUTepaTypoil, HauMHaeT Tebe
OOBSICHATH, YTO MOCIEIOBATEIPHOCTh KapTHHOK JOJDKHA
OBITH Takasg-TO, MOTOMY YTO TBI CCBUIACHIBCS CHadaja
Ha 5Ty KapTUHKY, a MOTOM Ha 3Ty, M YTO OHM JOJDKHBI
COOTBETCTBOBATE.)
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not define the research rhetoric and how she had enjoyed both approaches in
her own writing:

A contemporary art object can fully construct the language of
the researcher. If we believe that the research object does not
construct the language of the researcher, then, in art criticism
it is the opposite: the language is created by the object. I follow
this approach, take both sides. I like moving close and further
from the object, being under its language power and getting free
from it. (TOBOPUTH O MPOU3BEACHUH COBPEMEHHOM, KOTOPOE
MOXET MOJHOCTBIO KOHCTPYHPOBATH S3BIK HCCIEIOBATEIIS.
Ecimu MBI cuMTaeM, 4To OOBEKT MCCIEJOBAaHUS HE JOIKEH
KOHCTPYHPOBATh SI3bIK HCCIIEIOBATEIIS, TO B KPHTHKE HA000POT
A3BIK JIOJDKEH KOHCTPYHPOBATBCA OOBEKTOM. s CTaparoch
3aHATH MO3MIMUIO, B3AB M OTTyAa, M OTTyAa. MHe HpaBHUTCS
nepeMeniaTbes OMNiKe K IpeAMETY, Jaibllie OT IpeaMeTa, TO
€CTb IOTIAJaTh BO BIIACTh €TO SA3bIKA MM BBIXOAUTH OTTY/A.)

While there are certain types of disciplinary rhetoric, scholars, like Anna in
her account above, have talked about their individual rhetorical choices to
express what is important in their texts. This reflects Adam’s (2014) argument
that writing in art history, particularly the fine arts domain, has been rooted
in subjectivity and objectivity. For example, Diana talked about the important
role of the context, the epoch when working and writing about an art object:
“In my papers it is important for me to sense the epoch’s nerve, put the art
object into the epoch’s context. (B cBoMx cTaTbsAx MHe Ba)XHO YIOBUTb HEepB
3TIOXM, BIMCATh IPOM3BeieHNe B KOHTEKCT armoxu.)” Anna said she employs
a type of rhetoric which she calls “provocation” (e.g., see Creme & Mckenna,
2010, Ivanic, 1998, for a discussion of ways in which the writers construct
their narrative identities in their texts). She said she learned it from read-
ing English-medium papers written by one anglophone center art historian
and which she liked very much. She called this type of rhetoric provocation
because she could discuss the social aspects of art when this focus was not
common in Russia:

One of most interesting texts was written by a professional art
historian. It was written in such a way that it was pure social
history of art, even more than I do. The reader must make
certain efforts while reading a text, follow the same discov-
ery road as the writer did. (Korna Bo3aMoxHO, s mpernounTaro
accercTHKY. OJIMH U3 CaMbIX HHTEPECHBIX TEKCTOB, KOTOPBIH 5
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gyuTana OblI HAMKCAH NPO(ECCHOHATBHBIM HCKYCCTBOBEIOM.
Own ObUI HAaNKCaH TaKUM 00pa3oM, XOTS TaM ObLIa B YHCTOM
BUJE COLMANbHAs UCTOPHUSI UCKYCCTBa emé Ooiblie, 4eM y
MeHs. YuTarenab AOIDKEH JeaTh YCHIUS TMpPH MPOYTCHUU
TEKCTa, MPOUTHU MyTh aBTOPA B OTKPHITHH. )

Scholars’” accounts suggest that local and global disciplinary traditions and
epistemological orientations are key to producing research texts in art history
in addition to the individual rhetorical decisions of the writers. Yet, at the
local level, sometimes these orientations clash and result in writer’s frustra-
tions with the process of publishing a research paper. At the global level, there
are also tensions since while the non-Western practices are recognized, the
Western methodologies and terms prevail (Elkins, 2007, 2011; Van Damme &
Zijlmans, 2008).

The Heritage of the Soviet Union

Knowledge-making and writing traditions in the discipline are rooted in
their socio-historical and political contexts (Lillis & Curry, 2010). In Soviet
times, Ekaterina explained that research on art was problematic. She recalled
that when she was doing her postgraduate exam in the Soviet era, an exam-
iner asked her about her future research topic. She said that she wanted to
study English books of the eighteenth century, and he started questioning
her patriotism.

Science was made undercover. He said “don’t you know that we
are responsible for the North-West of the country and are al-
lowed to research only national books. Do you say you want to
move to England?” (Haykoii B coBeTCKOE BpeMsl 3aHUMAINCh
HoANOIbHEIM 00pa3oM. Ha uTo oH MHe cka3an ‘MbI 0TBedaeM
3a CeBepo-3amang CTpaHbl M MOXKEM 3aHUMATBCS TOJBKO
OTEYECTBEHHOH KHUTOH. Bhl uyTO, B AHMIMIO coOMpaeTech
yexarb?’)

Being the most experienced participant in our study, she explained that the fact
that Soviet academics were isolated from international scholarship and rarely
able to travel abroad resulted in, what she called, “paper art history.” She says
academic texts were published without any illustrations of the objects of art:

Paperarthistory—people wrote monographsabout Rembrandt
but never saw a single painting in real life. All my teachers—
we had no other way—studied art history by reproductions.
(BymaxHO€ COBETCKOE HCKYCCTBO3HAHME—IIIOAM IHCAIH
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MoHorpaduu o PemOpanare Hu pa3y NpOU3BEACHUE BKUBYIO
He BHJeB. Bce Mou yuurens, y Hac He ObLIO IPYroro BHIXOAA,
HCKYCCTBOBEICHHEM 3aHUMAJIHCh 0 PEIPOIYKIHSIM. )

'This political and socio-historical context has resulted in certain rhetorical
traditions. Ekaterina believed that the majority of Russian art history texts
have been full of lengthy descriptions and lack analysis. She said she saw it
as a consequence of the rhetorical essayistic tradition of art history in the
nineteenth to early twentieth century which continued to exist in the Soviet
times. Ekaterina commented that:

The tradition of Soviet times was marred by descriptions
from the nineteenth century, unsupported by any historical
contexts. Not because they were bad researchers but because
they were not allowed to. Sociocultural context reigns in the
twentieth century in the West, but we were not allowed to
study Western art. We were seen as dissidents because we read
foreign literature. (TpaJuUMs COBETCKOTO BPEMEHH TIPEIIHT
ONHUCATEILHOCTBIO 19 BEKa, HE IOAKPEIUIEHHOH KaKMMHU-TO
HCTOPUYECKUMU KOHTeKcTaMu. He motomy 4rto ObLIM mioxue
HCCIIE/IOBATENH, @ TIOTOMY YTO 3TOrO Helb3sl OBLIO CIeNarh.
CoInoKyIBTypHBIN KOHTEKCT Ha 3amajie BECh 20 BEK, a Yy Hac
Helb3s OBUIO 3aHMMAThCs 3alaJHbIM HcKyccTBoM. Ha Hac
CMOTpENH KaK Ha JAUCCHACHTCTBYIOIIHX JIFOICH, TIOTOMY YTO
MBI YHTAJIH 3aMaJIHYI0 JIUTEPaTypy.)

Such ideological pressure on the art history knowledge domain and writing
practices of scholars has brought about certain challenges in knowledge-mak-
ing and writing when they are in the position of making decisions about their
rhetorical choices (Barnet, 1993). For example, Anna referred to a powerful
genre which, as she said, has almost totally disappeared in Russia—"“Sbornik
statey”3:

In collections of papers published by the Russian Academy of
Arts I felt very free,I did not want extra scientificness, there are
many such papers there, and nobody will be trying to verify my
experience. It’s a somewhat provocative strategy. (B cOopHHKax
aKaJeMHU XyIOKECTB s ce0sf UyBCTBOBaJlA JTOCTATOYHO
CBOOOJHO, TI09TOMY MHE HE XOTEJIOChH JIUIIHEH HAyYHOCTH U

3 Sbornik statey is a collection of papers which are published as conference proceed-
ings or under any topic developed by a university or other art institution.
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HAyKOOOpa3HOCTH, IIOTOMY YTO TaM U 0€3 MEHS TAKOT'0 TOJIHO,
W HHUKTO He OyZIeT Torna MbITaThCs Bepu(UIMpPOBaTH MO
OITBIT. HEMHOTO TIPOBOKATOPCKas CTpaTerusi.)

Small Community

Certain rhetorical orientations emerged as participants’ accounts signaled
that the community of art historians has generally been small both locally
and globally. Moreover, each historian has worked in a very narrow field of
research which has been further narrowed by the object of art. The intellectual
response to art has been constrained by the fact that each subfield has its own
methods and approaches, technical vocabulary, and needs (Grabar, 1982). For
example, Olga says that: “Today, there are few researchers, and each works in
their own field. (cerogms He Tak MHOTO HCCIIEIOBATEIIEH, U BCE 3aHMMAIOTCS
pasubiMu Matepuaiamu.)” All participants say that the small professional
community results in the related problem of limited readership for their texts.
Olga says that in Russia and in the world: “My texts are read by very few
people. (4To s muIy, YMTaeT O4YeHb Maio mojeit.)” According to scholars’
accounts, this small community is becoming even smaller, as there have been
closed communities built around major art history institutions which have
required different epistemological, rhetorical, and educational standards that
define the rhetoric of historians. Ekaterina said that:

These are closed communities. Sometimes the editor could
happily say to me “you did not study with us, that is why
you put a comma here, while a semicolon is needed.” Writ-
ing samples and education in the university and academy of
arts that teaches art historians are different. (310 3akpbIThIC
coo0IIecTBa. MHOTA, PEIAKTOP PATOCTHO MOT CKa3aTh «BBI
y Hac He YYHJINCh, IO3TOMY BbI TIOCTAaBHIIM 3[ECh 3aIATYIO,
a HY)XHO OBUIO TOYKY C 3aIsTOi». 00pasumbl HHUChMa H
oOpa3oBaHue VYHHBEpCHUTETa W AKaJAeMUU XyJIOXKECTB,
KOTOPBIE TOTOBSIT HCKYCCTBOBE/IOB, OTINYAIOTCS. )

Grabar (1982) explains that subfields in art history can be cultural, social,
technical, methodological, and conceptual. When a professional community
is small yet highly diverse, there arises a question of who art historians write
tor and who reads their papers if their research foci are so different and they
work in very narrow fields of research. Given the publishing pressure on ac-
ademics when research articles are expected to meet the journal standards
(Hazelkorn, 2015), what should these standards be?
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The scholars’ accounts signal the impact of their epistemological ori-
entations as well as of the socio-political and historical contexts on their
meaning making and rhetorical choices. Their accounts signal the variety of
indigenous local and global knowledge-making traditions and their associ-
ated rhetoric. Yet, at the same time, this desire to write differently (which is
enacted in different ways) has resulted in the existing disciplinary tensions
with other writers within the small professional community of art historians,
each working within a particular educational, institutional, epistemological,
and theoretical context.

Conclusions and Implications for
Writing Theory and Practice

In our study we addressed two major empirical questions. The first one was
how contemporary art historians in Russia learn to write. At the beginning,
all scholars said they were not taught to write academic texts. Consequently,
the accounts of the scholars revealed that learning to write was not straight-
forward, but, in the course of reflection, they identified particular learning
trajectories. Some experiences were related to traditions of working with a
written text in literature and history when both the writer’s ideas and the
textual form were valued.

'The accounts of scholars referring to the importance of reading exempla-
ry texts and receiving feedback from more experienced peers indicate that
the implicit mentoring model has been dominant in the field both when
they write in Russian and English. At the same time, participants’ comments
about how they learned to write and how they have taught their students
signal that they were reinventing their writing pedagogies (see Bartholomae,
1985, and Lillis & Scott, 2007 for the idea of “reinventing” the university and
associated literacy practices). The lack of explicit writing instruction and at-
tention to text production issues in art history education in Russia has forced
scholars to intuitively identify and read the already existing variety of rhetor-
ical codes in the discipline.

Scholars’ accounts signaled that writing ability rarely develops naturally,
and they have seen explicit writing instruction as important. At the same
time, writers look for opportunities to express their voices as well as identi-
ties, as texts are born in the process of meaning making. This finding echoes
Halsall's (2012) argument that aesthetic judgement plays a key role in the
production of an art history text because the writer’s judgements of taste lie
at the very heart of art history practice.
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The second empirical question targeted challenges in writing, and the
scholars’accounts signal that there have been significant challenges in mean-
ing making and writing a scholarly text. The major tensions in the process of
meaning making and writing were closely linked to: 1) access to resources in
the process of researching and producing a text and 2) traditions of knowl-
edge-making globally and in the particular geopolitical and socio-historic
context of Russia.

The scholars” accounts indicated that access to international books and
periodicals, knowing foreign languages, the ability to see (experience) objects
of art, editing experiences, and time available for writing significantly impact
their meaning making and writing practices. Limited access to resources has
been highly consequential for knowledge-making in the field. While writing
pedagogies rarely have centered around the issue of getting access to resourc-
es, we believe that these are important issues to consider.

The scholars signaled particular challenges in writing arising from tra-
ditions of knowledge-making globally as well as the particular geopolitical
and socio-historic context. Writing has been an essential part of the process
of meaning making and knowledge production. Writing has been essential
to knowledge construction and to the creation of academic and professional
communities. Writing practices and rhetorical choices have been significant-
ly defined by the existing tensions between global and local epistemological
camps (e.g., literature, literary criticism, history, art history) when writers be-
long to different camps. Scholars talked about tensions between the current
demand for empiricist research writing and the longstanding essayistic tradi-
tion based on the dialogic nature of texts (Lillis, 2011). This finding resonates
with Borgdorft’s (2007) argument that contemporary art historians portray
themselves in their texts and either follow or resist any form of academization
out of the fear of losing the distinctiveness of their intellectual work.

Importantly, knowledge-making and writing traditions in art history have
been rooted in its socio-historical and political contexts. The scholars” ac-
counts indicate that the Soviet period and its heritage have had an impact on
contemporary art history. Scholars commented that description-driven texts
often have prevailed over argument-based papers in part due to the Soviet
art history writing tradition and due to the absence of training in research
methodology and academic writing in modern universities.

No less important were the comments that rhetorical orientations have
emerged in response to the small size of the professional community of art
historians in Russia and worldwide. The scholars’ comments revealed that
there have been few local and international researchers, and they all research
different materials (objects of art). These challenges indicate that writing as
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well as teaching writing in art history should be centered around making
scholars aware of each other, facilitating their participation in meaningful
conversations, and exposing writers to a variety of rhetorical choices and their
consequential nature.

Exploring meaning making and writing practices through the lens of the
academic literacies framework, where writers’ voices are placed center-stage,
enabled us to make the writing and knowledge-making practice of art histori-
ans more visible. In times of increasing exclusion of arts and humanities from
global knowledge production (e.g., Hazelkorn, 2015; Savelieva & Poletaev,
2009), in our chapter we made an attempt to signal the need to make these
practices more visible. Our findings indicate that researching the writing for
publication practices of art historians is challenging because this knowledge
domain has been marked by the production of single-author texts with dis-
tinctive authorial voices, less rigid rhetorical structures, and varying interpre-
tative epistemologies within a national and cultural context and across the
globe. We believe our methodological approach and key findings can be used
to set an agenda for and guide the inquiry into the academic writing practices
of other humanities disciplines and across various indigenous national and
cultural contexts of art history knowledge production and writing. Such an
approach allows overcoming the hegemony of Anglo-centric writing peda-
gogy (Altbach & de Wit, 2015; Canagarajah, 2005) and making local writing
traditions visible to the global research community.
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