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Bibliography of the History of Literacy in 
Western Europe and North America 

This bibliography is comprehensive in scope but makes no claims to 
completeness. For additional guides to the literature, see my Literacy in 
History: An Interdisciplinary Research Bibliography (New York: Gar­
land, 1981 ); The Legacies of Literacy: Continuities and Contradictions 
in Western Society and Culture (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 
1987); and The Labyrinths of Literacy (revised and expanded edition, 
Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1995); and the new introduc­
tion to the paperback edition of The Literacy Myth (New Brunswick, NJ: 
Transaction, 1991, originally, 1979). In addition, see Graff, Leslie Page 
Moch, and Philip McMichael, eds., Looking Backward and Looking 
Forward: Perspectives on Social Science History (Madison: University 
of Wisconsin Press, 2005); Robert F. Amove and Harvey J. Graff, eds ., 
National Literacy Campaigns and Movements: Historical and Compara­
tive Perspectives (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 2008, 
originally 1987); and Graff, ed., Literacy and Historical Development 
(Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 2007). See also Rab 
Houston, Literacy in Early Modern Europe, 2nd ed. (London: Longman, 
2002) and David Vincent, The Rise of Mass Literacy: Reading and Writ­
ing in Modern Europe (Cambridge: Polity, 2000). For related work in 
the field of the history of the book, see the publications of the Society 
for the History of Authorship, Reading, and Publishing (SHARP). 
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