LITERACY MYTHS,

LEGACIES, &

LESSONS

‘ :
| L
3 % ! 4 1‘
4 F X

il

New Studies
on Literacy

Harvey J. Graff

With a Foreword by
Shirley Brice Heath

B






LITERACY
MYTHS, LEGACIES,

LESSONS






LITERACY
MYTHS, LEGACIES,

LESSONS

New Studies on Literacy

Harvey J. Graff

with a Foreword by Shirley Brice Heath

Transaction Publishers
New Brunswick (U.S.A.) and London (U.K.)



First paperback printing 2013
Copyright © 2011 by Transaction Publishers, New Brunswick, New Jersey.

All rights reserved under Intemational and Pan-American Copyright Conven-
tions. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording,
or any information storage and retrieval system, without prior permission in
writing from the publisher. All inquiries should be addressed to Transaction
Publishers, Rutgers—The State University of New Jersey, 35 Berrue Circle,
Piscataway, New Jersey 08854-8042. www.transactionpub.com

This book is printed on acid-free paper that meets the American National
Standard for Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials.

Library of Congress Catalog Number: 2010030806
[SBN: 978-1-4128-1475-1 (cloth); 978-1-4128-4966-1 (paper)
Printed in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Graff, Harvey J.
Literacy myths, legacies, and lessons : new studies on literacy / Harvey
J. Graff.
p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references.
ISBN 978-1-4128-1475-1 (alk. paper)
1. Literacy. 2. Literacy--Research. I. Title.

LC149.G65 2010
302.2°244--dc22
2010030806



To My Students






Contents

Foreword, by Shirley Brice Heath ix
Acknowledgments xiii
1. Introduction 1
2. Many Literacies: Reading Signs of the Times 15
3. The Literacy Myth, co-authored with John Duffy 35
4. The Literacy Myth at Thirty 49
5. Assessing the History of Literacy: Themes and Questions 83
6. National Literacy Campaigns and Movements: 105

Historical and Comparative Perspectives—Introduction
to the Transaction Edition, co-authored with Robert F. Arnove

Literacy Studies and Interdisciplinary Studies: 111
Reflections on History and Theory

LiteracyStudies@OSU as Theory and Practice 141

Bibliography of the History of Literacy in 179
Western Europe and North America





