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86 LITERACY AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE

Table 2.9
Percentage Poor (0-39th Percentiles), 1861

(Census Assessment Linked)

Hamilton Illiterates Total
literates Hamilton Kingston illiterates

Irish Catholic

N 399 109 48 157

% 64.6 78.0 70.8 75.8
Irish Protestant

N 359 13 8 21

% 39.3 77.0 875 80.9
Scottish Presbyterian

N 678 4 5

% 36.8 75.0 100.0 80.0
English Protestant

N 690 24 4 28

% 26.8 62.5 75.0 64.3
Canadian Protestant

N 215 5 2 7

% 17.2 60.0 100.0 71.4
Canadian Catholic

N 23 3 3

% 347 100.0 100.0
Black

N 42 17 17

% 59.5 64.7 64.7
Others

N 353 15 4 19

% 31.4 73.3 50.0 68.4
Total

% 36.8 73.8 722 73.3

versely, Irish Catholics were extremely depressed among both literate
and illiterate, while the blacks, when illiterate, equalled the position
of their literate fellow blacks. In this measure of rewards, we find first
the same process relating to literacy as found previously; the unedu-
cated were not equally handicapped and ethnicity punctuated their
experience.

The pattern of intraethnic differences shows the processes of in-
equality and social differentiation even more clearly.?® Among the Irish
Catholics, the largest and poorest group, literacy brought little benefit;

86 Ibid.




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE LITERACY MYTH
Cultural Integration and Social Structure in the
Nineteenth Century

Harvey J. Graff
With a new introduction by the author

Harvey Graff's pioneering study presents a new and original interpretation of
the place of literacy in nineteenth-century society and culture. Based upon an
intensive comparative historical analysis, employing both qualitative and
quantitative techniques, and on a wide range of sources, The Literacy Myth
reevaluates the role typically assigned to literacy in historical scholarship.
cultural understanding, economic development schemes, and social doctrines
and ideologies.

“Harvey Graff is clearly the most trustworthy historian of literacy writing
today. His knowledge of the diverse and bewilderingly complex and chaotic
materials in this field is comprehensive and critical. In particular his under-
standing of the contradictions and presumptions behind the claims of many
literacy experts and researchers is unequalled. The Literacy Myth is both social
history and the story of the socialization and politicization of literacy.”—Jerry
Zaslove, Simon Fraser University

“With his book The Literacy Myth he has confirmed his reputation as a
scholar of the highest calibre. Professor Graff is not only well ahead of everyone
else in the field, but has an overall interpretative grasp of the subject that is
quite as impressive as is his analytical rigour."—Roger Schofield. Cambridge
Group for the History of Population and Social Structure

“The most careful and authoritative discussion of the relations between
literacy and social structure in nineteenth century North America. Its sophis-
ticated combinafion of empirical research and social theory punctures pre-
vailing ideas about the role of literacy in social and economic development.
Graff’s examination of the ambiguous meanings and uses of literacy should
be pondered by educators, policy-makers, and others concerned with the issue
today.”—Michael B. Katz, University of Pennsylvania
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