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Linked Courses. A umber of community colleges offer linked or
team-taught subject- om esition courses to address the twe-year ¢ rricu-
lar limitation. Among the e colleges are Richland College and Houston

mmunity College in Texas, Fullerton College in California, Johnson
County Community College in Kansa , Bucks County Community Col-
lege in Pennsylvania, Monroe Community Cellege in ew York, and
Harford and Prince Georges community colleges in Maryland. At Prince
Georges, paired sections of Psychology 101 with English 101 and of His-
tory 101 with English 101 are offered. Students enroll in both classes, and
assignments in the English composition course are directly connected
with the psychology or history ourse. The instructors each receive three
hours of released time during the planning semester to develop their
team approach.

The Technical and Vocational Curriculum

Many community college faculty seem to believe that technical and
vocational courses are not compatible with writing. In the survey, 154
respondents checked “curricula in which writing is not usually assigned”’
as an impediment to WAC on their campuses. Again and again, com-
ments such as these appeared: “Community college vocational program
have few academic courses in their urricula and little oppertunity for
writing in vocational courses,” and “WAC seems le s adaptable to
technologies.”

These responses reflect a misunderstanding of major WAC principles,
especially the cencept of writing as an instrument of learning in any
subject. They also indicate the persistence of the assumption that tradi-
tional assignments, such as the research paper, are the only way to put
writing into a course. In addition, these comment eem to deny the
importance of writing in many ef the careers for which community col-
lege students are being educated.

WAC advocates believe that career cour es can (and sheuld) prepare
graduates for on-the-job writing. Cosgrove (1986) netes that community
cellege graduates perform a variety of writing tasks and that they find
“two-year college courses in their major to be the most helpful to present
work-related writing, * with “English courses most helpful to academic
and domestic writing” (p. iii). WAC programs can erve the technical
and vocational curricula integral to community colleges by emphasizing
writing to learn and writing that is likely to help graduates become
promotable employees.

For example, one of the country’s strongest WAC programs deals
directly with technical classes. This program, Writing and Reading in
the Technologies (WRIT), is at Queensborough Community College
(QCC) in  ew York. WRIT has now expanded inio the liberal arts at























