A WRITER REFORMS
(THE TEACHING OF)
WRITING

DONALD MURRAY AND THE WRITING
PROCESS MOVEMENT, 1963-1987

ti . .
on Writing Michael J. Michaud






A WRITER REFORMS (THE
TEACHING OF) WRITING:
DONALD MURRAY AND THE
WRITING PROCESS MOVEMENT,
1963—-1987



PERSPECTIVES ON WRITING
Series Editors: Rich Rice, Heather MacNeill Falconer, and J. Michael Rifenburg
Consulting Editor: Susan H. McLeod | Associate Editor: Olivia Johnson

The Perspectives on Writing series addresses writing studies in a broad sense.
Consistent with the wide ranging approaches characteristic of teaching and
scholarship in writing across the curriculum, the series presents works that take
divergent perspectives on working as a writer, teaching writing, administering
writing programs, and studying writing in its various forms.

The WAC Clearinghouse and University Press of Colorado are collaborating so
that these books will be widely available through free digital distribution and
low-cost print editions. The publishers and the series editors are committed to
the principle that knowledge should freely circulate and have embraced the use
of technology to support open access to scholarly work.

Recent Books in the Series

Michelle LaFrance and Melissa Nicolas ((Eds.), Institutional Ethnography as
Writing Studies Practice (2023)

Phoebe Jackson and Christopher Weaver (Eds.), Rethinking Peer Review: Criti-
cal Reflections on a Pedagogical Practice (2023)

Megan ]. Kelly, Heather M. Falconer, Caleb L. Gonzdlez, and Jill Dahlman
(Eds.), Adapting the Past to Reimagine Possible Futures: Celebrating and
Critiquing WAC at 50 (2023)

William J. Macauley, Jr. et al. (Eds.), Zhreshold Conscripts: Rhetoric and Compo-
sition Teaching Assistantships (2023)

Jennifer Grouling, Adapting VALUE;: Tracing the Life of a Rubric through Insti-
tutional Ethnography (2022)

Chris M. Anson and Pamela Flash (Eds.), Writing-Enriched Curricula: Models
of Faculty-Driven and Departmental Transformation (2021)

Asao B. Inoue, Above the Well: An Antiracist Argument From a Boy of Color (2021)

Alexandria L. Lockett, Iris D. Ruiz, James Chase Sanchez, and Christopher
Carter (Eds.), Race, Rbetoric, and Research Methods (2021)

Kristopher M. Lotier, Postprocess Postmortem (2021)

Ryan J. Dippre and Talinn Phillips (Eds.), Approaches to Lifespan Writing Re-
search: Generating an Actionable Coherence (2020)

Lesley Erin Bartlett, Sandra L. Tarabochia, Andrea R. Olinger, and Margaret
J. Marshall (Eds.), Diverse Approaches to Teaching, Learning, and Writing
Across the Curriculum: IWAC ar 25 (2020)

Hannah J. Rule, Situating Writing Processes (2019)



A WRITER REFORMS (THE
TEACHING OF) WRITING:
DONALD MURRAY AND THE
WRITING PROCESS MOVEMENT,
1963—-1987

Michael J. Michaud

The WAC Clearinghouse
wac.colostate.edu

Fort Collins, Colorado

University Press of Colorado
upcolorado.com
Denver, Colorado


http://wac.colostate.edu
http://upcolorado.com

The WAC Clearinghouse, Fort Collins, Colorado 80523
University Press of Colorado, Denver, Colorado 80202

© 2023 by Michael J. Michaud. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International license.

ISBN 978-1-64215-204-3 (PDF) | 978-1-64215-205-0 (ePub) | 978-1-64642-573-0 (pbk.)
DOI 10.37514/PER-B.2023.2043

Produced in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Michaud, Michael J., 1973- author.

Title: A writer reforms (the teaching of) writing : Donald Murray and the writing process
movement, 1963-1987 / Michael J. Michaud.

Other titles: Writer reforms the teaching of writing

Description: Fort Collins, Colorado : The WAC Clearinghouse ; Denver, Colorado : University
Press of Colorado, 2023. | Series: Perspectives on writing | Includes bibliographical references.

Identifiers: LCCN 2023039423 (print) | LCCN 2023039424 (ebook) | ISBN 9781646425730
(paperback) | ISBN 9781642152043 (adobe pdf) | ISBN 9781642152050 (epub)

Subjects: LCSH: Murray, Donald M. (Donald Morison), 1924-2006. | College teachers--New
Hampshire--Biography. | English teachers--New Hampshire--Biography. | English language--
Rhetoric--Study and teaching (Higher)--United States. | Report writing--Study and teaching
(Higher)--United States. | LCGFT: Biographies.

Classification: LCC PE64.M79 M53 2023 (print) | LCC PE64.M79 (ebook) | DDC
808/.042092 [B]--dc23/eng/20231011

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023039423

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023039424

Copyeditor: Don Donahue

Designer: Mike Palmquist

Cover Photos: Donald Murray Collection. Courtesy of the Milne Special Collections and
Archives, University of New Hampshire.

Series Editors: Rich Rice, Heather MacNeill Falconer, and J. Michael Rifenburg
Consulting Editor: Susan H. McLeod

The WAC Clearinghouse supports teachers of writing across the disciplines. Hosted by Colorado
State University, it brings together scholarly journals and book series as well as resources for teachers
who use writing in their courses. This book is available in digital formats for free download at
wac.colostate.edu.

Founded in 1965, the University Press of Colorado is a nonprofit cooperative publishing
enterprise supported, in part, by Adams State University, Colorado State University, Fort Lewis
College, Metropolitan State University of Denver, University of Alaska Fairbanks, University of
Colorado, University of Denver, University of Northern Colorado, University of Wyoming, Utah
State University, and Western Colorado University. For more information, visit upcolorado.com.

Land Acknowledgment. The Colorado State University Land Acknowledgment can be found at

landacknowledgment.colostate.edu.


https://doi.org/10.37514/PER-B.2023.1961
https://landacknowledgment.colostate.edu

DEDICATION

To the members of my UNH writing “tribe,” who have taught, nurtured, shaped,
and cheered me.






CONTENTS

Acknowledgments . ....... ... L ix
Preface . oot xiii
Introduction. What We Talk About When We Talk About Donald Murray:

From Expressivist to Reformer .. ........ ... .. ... .. i . 3
Chapter 1. Roots of a Reformer .......... ... ... o .. 25
Chapter 2. Becoming a Writer Teaching Writing, 1963-1971............. 43
Chapter 3. Transforming a Local Writing Tradition, 1971-1977. . ... ...... 61
Chapter 4. Joining the Writing Research Conversation, 1977-1987. .. .. ... 79
Conclusion. A Reformer’s Legacy . .. ............... ... ... ... 101
Works Cited. . ..ot 115

vii





