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This book is dedicated to Sue Hallett, without whom it
would never have been rewritten, and to my family,
whose support was, as always, generous and unfailing.



Thus, great with child to speak, and helpless in my throes,
Biting my truant pen, beating myself for spite:
“Fool,” said my Muse to me, “look in thy heart, and write!”

—Sir Philip Sidney, Astrophel and Stella
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