
Susan H. McLeod 

,Notes 

J-leatzt 

Affective Issues 

in the Writing Classroom 





5\0-es-on tlie:l£art 
� 

Affective Issues in the Writing Classroom 

Susan H. McLeod 

Southern Illinois University Press 
Carbondale and Edwardsville 



Copyright© Susan H. McLeod

Originally published in 1997 by the Board 

of Trustees, Southern Illinois University 

Republished in 2025  by the WAC Clearinghouse.

A portion of chapter 1 has been previously published as "The Affective 
Domain and the Writing Process: Working Definitions," Journal of Advanced 
Composition 11 (1991): 95-105. Reprinted with permission. A portion of 
chapter 6 has been previously published as "Pygmalion or Golem? Teacher 
Affect and Efficacy," College Composition and 'Communication 46.3 (1995): 
369-84. Copyright 1995 by the National Council of Teachers of English.
Reprinted with permission.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

McLeod, Susan H. 

Notes on the heart : affective issues in the writing classroom / 

Susan H. McLeod. 

p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index. 

1. English language-Rhetoric-Study and teaching-Psychological

aspects. 2. Authorship-Psychological aspects. 3. Teacher-student 

relationships. 4. Leaming, Psychology of. 5. Motivation 

(Psychology) 6. Affective education. 7. Authors-Psychology. 

8. Emotions. I. Title.

PE1404.M3�4 1997

808'.042'07-dc20 96-17771

ISBN 0-8093-1738-9 (cloth: alk. paper)

ISBN 0-8093-2106-8 (alk. paper)

CIP



This book is dedicated to Sue Hallett, without whom it 

would never have been rewritten, and to my family, 

whose support was, as always, generous and unfailing. 



Thus, great with child to speak, and helpless in my throes, 
Biting my truant pen, beating myself for spite: 
"Fool," said my Muse to me, "look in thy heart, and write!" 

-Sir Philip Sidney, Astrophel and Stella
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