WRITING SELVES
WRITING SOCIETIES

EDITED BY CHARLES BAZERMAN
AND DAVID R. RUSSELL






WRITING SELVES
WRITING SOCIETIES

RESEARCH FROM ACTIVITY PERSPECTIVES



PERSPECTIVES ON WRITING, AN ELECTRONIC BOOKS
SERIES SPONSORED BY THE WAC CLEARINGHOUSE
(HTTPS./ /WAC.COLOSTATE.EDU)

WAC Clearinghouse Publication Advisory Board:

John Ackerman
Gail E. Hawisher
Anne Herrington
Christine Hult
Kathleen E. Kiefer
Susan H. McLeod
Mike Palmquist
Dickie Selfe

Art Young



WRITING SELVES
WRITING SOCIETIES

RESEARCH FROM ACTIVITY PERSPECTIVES

Edited by

Charles Bazerman
University of California, Santa Barbara

David R. Russell

Iowa State University

The WAC Clearinghouse
wac.colostate.edu
Fort Collins, CO 80523

Mind, Culture, and Activity: An International Journal

Ichc.ucsd.edu/mca/Journal/
La Jolla, CA 92093



The WAC Clearinghouse, Fort Collins, Colorado 80523
University Press of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado 80027

© 2003 by Charles Bazerman and David R. Russell. Individual chapters are copyrighted by the
authors. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivatives 4.0 International license.

ISBN 978-0-97270-231-7 (pdf) |
DOI 10.37514/PER-B.2003.2317
Published in the United States of America
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Writing Selves/Writing Societies: Research from Activity Perspectives / edited by Charles
Bazerman, David R. Russell
p. cm.
Includes bibliographic refernces.
ISBN 0-9727023-1-8
Library of Congress Control Number: 2003100499

Copy Editor: Cissy Ross
Designer: Mike Palmquist

Series Editor: Mike Palmquist

The WAC Clearinghouse supports teachers of writing across the disciplines. Hosted by Colorado
State University, and supported by the Colorado State University Open Press, it brings together
scholarly journals and book series as well as resources for teachers who use writing in their
courses. This book is available in digital format for free download at wac.colostate.edu.

Mind, Culture, and Activity (MCA) is an international forum for the publication of peer-reviewed
articles that examine the relationships between the human mind, the sociocultural environments
they inhabit, and the way that mind and culture are constituted in a wide variety of human
activities. MCA seeks to promote dialogue among different schools of thought about these
relationships and encourages both interdisciplinary and international contributions.

v


https://doi.org/10.37514/PER-B.2003.2317

This book is dedicated to our students.



Table of Contents

T OUCTION .. ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaa e aeeaeeeeeeeaneaaaeaaeeeanaaes

ACKNOWIEAZIMENLS. .....couiiiiiiiiieiiecie ettt et e s e et e etaeebeessbeesbeessbeessaessseenseessseessaensnas

A Central Bank’s “Communications Strategy”: The Interplay of Activity, Discourse

Genres, and Technology in a Time of Organizational Change...........ccccooceeveriinienienenieneeene

Structure and Agency in Medical Case Presentations ............cccceeevuerieneenienicneenenecneeeeeeee

Compound Mediation in Software Development: Using Genre Ecologies to Study Textual

AT ACES e et e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e et aeaae e e e e e e ——aaeeaee e et ———————aaaeeertra———————————————

When Management Becomes Personal: An Activity-Theoretic Analysis of Palm™
TECRNOLOZIES ...ttt ettt e sttt e st e bt e e et e e beesateenbeesnseenseas

Writing and the Management of Power: Producing Public Policy in New Zealand ..................
Chronotopic Lamination: Tracing the Contours of Literate ACtiVIty ........cccceeeeveevienvicneeniennns
Intercultural Knowledge Building: The Literate Action of a Community Think Tank..............

Participant and Institutional Identity: Self-representation Across Multiple Genres at
A CathOLIC COILEEE. .. .euiierieiiieiieeie ettt ettt ettt e e e b e etaeeabeeseeesbeeseesssaenseessseenseas

Creating a Writer’s Identity on the Boundaries of Two Communities of Practice.....................

'Big Picture People Rarely Become Historians': Genre Systems and the Contradictions
Of General EQUCATION ........coiuiiiiiiiiieiee ettt sttt et e s e e

Legends of the Center: System, Self, and Linguistic CONSCIOUSNESS .........cccvrerreerrrerreerreeneenne

Accounting for Conflicting Mental Models of Communication in Student-Teacher
Interaction: An Activity Theory ANaLYSIS.......cceeiuiiiriieeiiieeieeeiee e

What Is Not Institutionally Visible Does Not Count: The Problem of Making Activity
Assessable, Accountable, and P1annable .........cooovvviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e

vi



Dissertation Writers’ Negotiations with Competing Activity SyStems ........ccceccveveveereerieenneenne. 483

AADSTTACES e e ettt et e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e et e e aee e e e e e e aaaeeeeeenaa—————————— 515
EIEOTS oottt ettt ettt ettt e et n et et e e eeteeenenenenennnennnnnnnnnnnnnn 521
CONITIDULOTS vttt et e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaeeeeeeeea e aaeeeeeeeeaannaaaaaens 522

vil





