
Edited by  
William J. Macauley, Jr.  

Leslie R. Anglesey, Brady Edwards 
Kathryn M. Lambrecht 

and Phillip K. Lovas

THRESHOLD 
CONSCRIPTS

RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION 
TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS





THRESHOLD CONSCRIPTS:  
RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION 

TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS



PERSPECTIVES ON WRITING
Series Editors: Rich Rice, Heather MacNeill Falconer, and J. Michael Rifenburg
Consulting Editor: Susan H. McLeod  | Associate Editor: Olivia Johnson

The Perspectives on Writing series addresses writing studies in a broad sense. 
Consistent with the wide ranging approaches characteristic of teaching and 
scholarship in writing across the curriculum, the series presents works that take 
divergent perspectives on working as a writer, teaching writing, administering 
writing programs, and studying writing in its various forms.

The WAC Clearinghouse, Colorado State University Open Press, and University 
Press of Colorado are collaborating so that these books will be widely available 
through free digital distribution and low-cost print editions. The publishers and 
the Series editors are committed to the principle that knowledge should freely 
circulate. We see the opportunities that new technologies have for further de-
mocratizing knowledge. And we see that to share the power of writing is to share 
the means for all to articulate their needs, interest, and learning into the great 
experiment of literacy.

Recent Books in the Series

Jennifer Grouling, Adapting VALUEs: Tracing the Life of a Rubric through Insti-
tutional Ethnography (2022)

Chris M. Anson and Pamela Flash (Eds.), Writing-Enriched Curricula: Models 
of Faculty-Driven and Departmental Transformation (2021)

Asao B. Inoue, Above the Well: An Antiracist Argument From a Boy of Color (2021)
Alexandria L. Lockett, Iris D. Ruiz, James Chase Sanchez, and Christopher 

Carter (Eds.), Race, Rhetoric, and Research Methods (2021)
Kristopher M. Lotier, Postprocess Postmortem (2021) 
Ryan J. Dippre and Talinn Phillips (Eds.), Approaches to Lifespan Writing Re-

search: Generating an Actionable Coherence (2020)
Lesley Erin Bartlett, Sandra L. Tarabochia, Andrea R. Olinger, and Margaret 

J. Marshall  (Eds.), Diverse Approaches to Teaching, Learning, and Writing 
Across the Curriculum: IWAC at 25 (2020)

Hannah J. Rule, Situating Writing Processes (2019)
Asao B. Inoue, Labor-Based Grading Contracts: Building Equity and Inclusion in 

the Compassionate Writing Classroom (2019)
Mark Sutton and Sally Chandler (Eds.), The Writing Studio Sampler: Stories 

About Change (2018)
Kristine L. Blair and Lee Nickoson (Eds.), Composing Feminist Interventions: 

Activism, Engagement, Praxis (2018)



THRESHOLD CONSCRIPTS:  
RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION 

TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS

Edited by William J. Macauley, Jr., Leslie R. Anglesey, Brady 
Edwards, Kathryn M. Lambrecht, and Phillip K. Lovas

The WAC Clearinghouse
wac.colostate.edu

Fort Collins, Colorado

University Press of Colorado
upcolorado.com

Denver, Colorado

http://wac.colostate.edu
http://upcolorado.com


The WAC Clearinghouse, Fort Collins, Colorado 80523

University Press of Colorado, Denver, Colorado 80202

© 2023 by William J. Macauley, Jr., Leslie R. Anglesey, Brady Edwards, Kathryn M. 
Lambrecht, and Phillip K. Lovas. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International.

ISBN 978-1-64215-162-6 (PDF) | 978-1-64215-163-3 (ePub) | 978-1-64642-381-1 (pbk.)

DOI 10.37514/PER-B.2023.1626

Produced in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Macauley, William J., editor. | Anglesey, Leslie R., editor. | Edwards, Brady (Professor of 
English), editor. | Lambrecht, Kathryn M., 1988- editor. | Lovas, Phillip, editor.  

Title: Threshold conscripts : rhetoric and composition teaching assistantships / edited by 
William J. Macauley, Jr., Leslie R. Anglesey, Brady Edwards, Kathryn M. Lambrecht and 
Phillip K. Lovas.  

Description: Fort Collins, Colorado : The WAC Clearinghouse ; Denver, Colorado : University 
Press of Colorado, [2023] | Series: Perspectives on writing | Includes bibliographical references. 

Identifiers: LCCN 2023000330 (print) | LCCN 2023000331 (ebook) | ISBN 9781646423811 
(Paperback) | ISBN 9781642151626 (Adobe pdf ) | ISBN 9781642151633 (epub)  

Subjects: LCSH: Graduate teaching assistants--Training of--United States. | College teaching--
United States. | Rhetoric--Study and teaching--Education (Higher) | Composition (Language 
arts)--Study and teaching (Higher) 

Classification: LCC LB2335.4 .T47 2023  (print) | LCC LB2335.4  (ebook) | DDC 
808/.0420711--dc23/eng/20230125 

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023000330
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023000331

Copyeditor: Annie Halseth
Designer: Mike Palmquist
Cover Photo: Shutterstock Image 5703061 by Bruce Rolff.
Series Editors: Rich Rice, Heather MacNeill Falconer, and J. Michael Rifenburg
Consulting Editor: Susan H. McLeod
Associate Editor: Olivia Johnson

The WAC Clearinghouse supports teachers of writing across the disciplines. Hosted by Colorado 
State University, it brings together scholarly journals and book series as well as resources for teachers 
who use writing in their courses. This book is available in digital formats for free download at 
wac.colostate.edu. 

Founded in 1965, the University Press of Colorado is a nonprofit cooperative publishing 
enterprise supported, in part, by Adams State University, Colorado State University, Fort Lewis 
College, Metropolitan State University of Denver, University of Alaska Fairbanks, University of 
Colorado, University of Denver, University of Northern Colorado, University of Wyoming, Utah 
State University, and Western Colorado University. For more information, visit upcolorado.com.

Land Acknowledgment. The Colorado State University Land Acknowledgment can be found at 
https://landacknowledgment.colostate.edu. 

https://doi.org/10.37514/PER-B.2022.1626
https://landacknowledgment.colostate.edu


v

CONTENTS

Contributor Map . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vii
Foreword . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ix

Laura R. Micciche
Introduction. “Begin as You Intend to Finish”: Considering the Multiple  
Liminalities and Thresholds of RCTAships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

William J. Macauley, Jr.

Section 1. Approaching the Rhetoric and Composition Teaching  
Assistantship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

Phillip K. Lovas and Brady Edwards
Chapter 1. Putting Learning First: Challenges and Possibilities for New 
Writing Teacher Research . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

Rachel Gramer
Narrative 1. First Day of Class  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

I-Hsien Lee
Chapter 2. “The Gift of Authenticity”: Writing Center Pedagogy and  
Integrated Identity Work in TA Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

Jaquelyn Davis Lugg
Narrative 2. Locating Sound While Learning How to Teach . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

Janelle Chu Capwell
Chapter 3. Adapting, Not Resisting: A Preliminary Understanding of TAs’ 
Relationships with Writing Pedagogy Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89

Kali A. Mobley Finn
Narrative 3. More Than My Teaching . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .113

Eliza Gellis
Chapter 4. Coming to Teaching: Moving Beyond a Blank-Slate Model  
of Developing Pedagogical Expertise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

Kathleen Blake Yancey, Rob Cole, Amanda May,  
and Katelyn Stark

Narrative 4. Back to the Start: The Transition from Adjunct Professor  
to Ph.D. Student  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .135

Matt Schering
Chapter 5. Becoming and Belonging: The Three Domains of New  
Teachers of Writing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137

Emily Jo Schwaller



Visualization. Approaching the RCTAship Visualization  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159

Section 2. Inhabiting the Rhetoric and Composition Teaching  
Assistantship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161

Brady Edwards and Phillip K. Lovas
Narrative 5. Student, Teacher, Teaching Assistant: Janus and Institutional  
Identity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

Jonathan M. Marine
Chapter 6. “Survival is insufficient”: Reimagining TA Orientation as  
Meaningful Threshold Boundaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167

Leslie R. Anglesey
Narrative 6. Teaching Rhetoric Without a License . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185

Megan Friess
Chapter 7. Shifting Roles and Negotiating Identities: TA Learning in  
Landscapes of Practice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 187

Madelyn Pawlowski and Brad Jacobson
Narrative 7. IGTA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207

Thir Budhathkoi
Chapter 8. Doorways to Disciplinarity: Using Threshold Concepts to  
Bridge Disciplinary Divides and Develop Theory-Practice Praxis . . . . . . . . 209

Zack K. De Piero and Jennifer K. Johnson
Narrative 8. Always Beginning: Inhabiting the TAship after a Career . . . . . 237

Elizabeth Topping
Chapter 9. International Teaching Assistants’ Needs and Undergraduate  
Native English-Speaking Students’ Expectations: Meaning Negotiation  
as a Rhetorical Strategy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239

Soha Youssef
Narrative 9. “Who is That Girl I see?” Navigating the Identities of  
Student and Administrator as a Graduate WPA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 267

Analeigh E. Horton
Chapter 10. I Feel It in My Body: WC Teaching and Administration  
as Embodied Praxis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269

Rachel Robinson-Zetzer and Trixie G. Smith
Visualization. Inhabiting the RCTAship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281

Section 3. Transcending the Rhetoric and Composition  
Teaching Assistantship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283

Phillip K. Lovas and Brady Edwards



vii

Narrative 10. Collegiality as Transcendence Beyond the TAship . . . . . . . . . 287
Matthew Sansbury

Chapter 11. The Pursuit of (Un)Happiness in Composition and Rhetoric  
TAs’ Experiences  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289

Courtney Adams Wooten
Narrative 11. Worth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .311

Sarah Lonelodge
Chapter 12. Anti-Colonialist Listening as Writing Pedagogy . . . . . . . . . . . . .313

Melba Vélez Ortiz
Narrative 12. Multiple Atypical Identities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 337

Gitte Frandsen
Chapter 13. From Deficit to Asset: Rethinking Graduate Student  
Narratives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339

Nicole Warwick
Narrative 13. Mom, Cancer Patient, Doctoral Candidate, TA . . . . . . . . . . . 365

Megen Farrow Boyett
Chapter 14. Integrating the Marginalized and the Mainstream: Women  
of Color Graduate Instructors’ Experience with Identity, Difference, and  
Belonging . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 367

Meghalee Das, Michelle Flahive, Jiaxin Zhang, and Michael J. Faris
Narrative 14. Displacement in the Classroom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 385

Charlotte Kupsch
Visualization. Transcending the RCTAship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 387
Afterword. The Elephant in the Room . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 389

Dylan B. Dryer

Section 4. Graduate TAship Program Profiles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 397
Kathryn Lambrecht

Program Profile 1. Choose Your Own Adventureship: Diversity, Context,  
and Casuistry in Graduate Student Professionalization . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 399

Laura Hardin Marshall
Program Profile 2. Disciplinary TAs Exploring the Reciprocal Effects of  
Providing Writing Feedback in Physics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 405

Hans Malmström and Magnus Gustafsson
Program Profile 3. TAs as Administrative and Teacher Researchers:  
Professional Development at The University of Arizona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 411

Emily Jo Schwaller



viii

Program Profile 4. A Focus on Education and Professional Development . . 413
Lacey Wootton

Program Profile 5. Equity Through Leadership: The Graduate Student  
Administrator at the University of Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 417

Khadeidra Billingsley, James Eubanks, and Luke Niiler
Program Profile 6. University of Delaware Program Description, or,  
Redefining RhetComp Professional Development  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 423

William Repetto
Program Profile 7. Holistic Mentoring to Advocate for Social Justice . . . . . 427

Sue Hum, Kandice Diaz, Victoria Ramirez Gentry,  
Karyn L. Hixson, and Abby Leigh Mangel

Program Profile 8. Chapman University: Bridging the Gap with Action  
Research . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 433

Ian Barnard, Matthew Goldman, Sarah K. Robblee,  
Natalie Salagean, Daniel Strasberger, and Candice Yacono

Program Profile 9. Negotiating Plural Identities Through Transfer and  
Inclusion: Program Revision at Bowling Green State University . . . . . . . . . 439

Adel Vielstimmig
Program Profile 10. Teaching Teaching as a Process: San José State  
University’s TA Program and the Development of Pedagogical Thinking  . . 447

Ume Ali, Ariel Andrew, Rachel Crawford, Steven Domingo,  
Julia Dunn, Jessie Fussell, Olivia Lee, Alayna Mills,  
Jillian Murphy, Alexis Rocha, Lisa Rose, Elizabeth Rosser,  
Ryan Skinnell, Amber Sylva, and Claire Tromblee

Editors and Authors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 455



ix

CONTRIBUTOR MAP

Figure 1. Contributor Map created by Kathryn Lambrecht and Phillip 
Lovas using Data Wrapper (https://www.datawrapper.de) and Adobe 

Photoshop (https://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop.html).

https://www.datawrapper.de
https://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop.html

