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This bibliography focuses on the theory, design, application, and impli-
cations of automated or machine rating of extended student writing. 
It covers the literature in English that speculates and reports on the 
success of computers in scoring “free text” or essaylike compositions 
of students. The writing scored may range from paragraphs answering 
examination questions to drafts for course papers to timed extempora-
neous essays written under formal assessment conditions.

As such, the bibliography treats only incidentally other areas of 
machine analysis of writing: application of readability formulas, text min-
ing, information retrieval, computer-assisted instructional feedback sys-
tems, programmed learning systems, automatic text generation, machine 
translation, computerized record keeping, and spelling-, grammar-, and 
style-checkers. The bibliography also eschews conference papers that are 
not accessible through libraries or the Internet, journalistic items such 
as press releases and news stories, and product ads and plugs.

The terminus ad quo is 1962, with Walter R. Reitman’s thoughts on 
the possibility of machine grading at a conference on needed research 
in the teaching of English. The terminus ad quem is 2005, although the 
representation of work from that year is thin. None of the contributions 
to this present volume are included here.
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