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The Composing Process

Central to current theories about writing is a belief that stu-
dent writing needs to be helped during the process rather
than simply to be judged by the product. Since Janet Emig’s
ground-breaking case study in 1971, studies of the compos-
ing process have been conducted by numerous researchers
and the results made available in professional journals and
meetings. The following is a select checklist of past studies
which offer some insights into what our students go through
when they write and how we might help them.
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Reviewing Recent Publications

Professional journals continue to provide lively debate over
issues in composition teaching even as they keep us up-to-
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date on research into writing. The following list selects arti-
cles easily accessible to most of us dealing with issues perti-
nent to the teaching of writing. Many of the issues have ap-
peared on the pages of fforum; these articles serve primarily
as touch-stones — other articles of interest can also be
found along with these.
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Excerpts from three papers on the subject and two com-
plete papers, “‘Faculty Indifference to Writing: A Pes-
simistic View’”’ by Richard Marius and ‘‘Faculty De-
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