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Background and Introduction 
In the last decade, different geopolitical initiatives (e.g., the Bologna Process), educational projects (e.g., TecCOMMFrame), and and economic forces (e.g., the globalization of industries) are increasingly prompting policymakers and educators worldwide to review and re-think approaches to the teaching of writing in order to harmonize educational practices (and resulting professional practices).  As such, educators in writing studies need to examine international differences in the teaching and the practice of writing to participate in these discussions and plan curriculum and courses that reflect the modern educational context.  It is a case of asking writing teaches around the world to “think globally, teach locally.” In this environment, all-important question for scholars and teachers of writing becomes: 

How do we conceptualize, discuss, and address the teaching of writing in greater global contexts?

For those of us in writing studies, this is an all-important question we will need to address as we seek to understand and to balance this relationship between the global and the local.

Research, writ large, can be the key to addressing this question effectively in writing studies.  After all, the way in which educators approach the topic, the practices they teach, and how they identify and define central concepts that influence instruction are founded in some underlying body of knowledge generated by  inquiry into the area.  For these reasons, understanding how different nations and cultures engage in research relating to writing and the writing process can guide our international perspectives and practices in writing studies.  Through such knowledge of how individuals conduct, use, and respond to research world-wide, we can better locate areas for synergy and collaboration across nations and cultures. 

Proposed Solution
Addressing this topic is a matter of bringing together writing studies researchers from around the world in a way that allows them to highlight the writing-related research they do.  The idea involves not only understanding how these individuals do/conduct research, but also how they 
· Identify topics to study
· Design studies and select methods
· Use the research of others to guide their own inquiry 
· Integrate research into teaching practices
· Share results with others both within the field and outside of it
For these reasons, a collection that seeks to investigate the connections between writing research and writing practice world wide must include contributors who can address one or more of these areas.  

Such a collaborative solution, moreover, needs to be in a format that can be easily archived, charged, and expanded over time so it can serve as a living reference of sorts that allows professionals in writing studies to navigate this new -- and continually changing context -- today and in the future.  For this reason, we are proposing an edited scholarly collection that invites writing studies researchers around the world to contribute entries on approaches to and perspectives on researching writing in their home nations/cultures.  
 
We see this edited volume is a first step toward examining how writing is (and perhaps should be) researched internationally.  The objective of the collection is create new frameworks and methodologies for engaging in the meaningful scholarly inquiry of writing in international environments.  Doing so would entail a collection of peer-reviewed, academic scholarly entries that examine the research processes scholars in different nations and cultures use to investigate writing practices and the teaching of writing.  As such, these entries can help readers understand the role of writing in the local culture and predict how writing practices in a particular nation might evolve over time and in response to different local and global forces. 

During this workshop, we seek colleagues’ input on the idea of the collection and the kinds of approaches, methods, and other content elements that it should include. For that reason, we are sharing the current draft of the collection proposal that appears at the end of this document. 

Research Foundation  
In preparation for this project, we did a review of the scholarly literature in the various fields of writing studies.  (Aspects of this research, which has been ongoing for roughly five years, can be seen in an edited collection -- Zemliansky & St.Amant,  2016 -- and also a recent journal article -- Zemliansky & St.Amant, 2013 -- that both examine factors affecting writing research in Eastern Europe.)  From this review, we developed a call for chapter proposals we will use to solicit international contributors for this collection.  

The final draft CFP for this project appears and the end of this entry, and we wish to invite discussion, comments, and suggestions for revision from 4Cs participants.   We are also interested in encouraging 4Cs attendees to consider participating in this project as well as sharing the call widely and providing suggestions for different international venues where we might distribute this CFP.

Institutional Description
The following institutional factors impact online and hybrid writing instruction in those countries:

· Structures of higher educational systems (variety of the types of institutions of higher learning and yet a fairly rigid centralized control of those institutions by the government)

· The effects of international political initiatives and agreements (e.g., the Bologna process) which seek to harmonize international practices in higher education.

· The effects of initiatives international organizations associated with writing practices are undertaking to harmonize international approaches to teaching writing (e.g., the international professional communication organization tekom’s TechCOMM Frame initiative). 

· The current difficult political and economic situation in Ukraine and Russia, which impacts the quantity and quality of instruction as well as, we hypothesize, the nature of communication work in industry and business.

Culture-Specific Terms
Among the concepts and terms that we intend to examine in this project are 

· Orality: The uses of orality of in professional communication education, practices, and research. Our previous published and ongoing research (see Zemliansky & St.Amant, 2013) seems to suggest a preference for a more of a focus on the “oral” modality of communication in both professional culture and educational contexts than in the “West,” where more focus is given to the use and the teaching of writing in these contexts. 

· The Bologna Process. The EU-sanctioned process, aimed at bringing institutions of higher learning to a set of common standards. This is relevant because of language that tacitly notes a connection to writing and writing practices in higher education.  It is also important, for some of the countries of the former USSR want to eventually be admitted into the EU and are already implementing those standards to lay the foundation for such a political move. Among other results of this implementation is the increasing role for and attention to writing instruction.

· English as “lingua franca”: English has increasingly become the common language of exchange across different international contexts -- from business to diplomacy to academia.   Thus, as nations seek both to better integrate into the global economy and to look for approaches to harmonizing education internationally, the role of English as a factor affecting a range of research factors (e.g., what one researches, the sources one uses to guide research, and the venues in which one shares research findings) need to examine how aspects of language are affecting international research practices in writing studies.  Also of interest is how such factors will affect the teaching of and attitudes toward writing in nations seeking to join particular geopolitical entities (e.g., the E.U.) or better prepare citizens for the global economy. 

· Regulation and Oversight: Determining the influence of the local political, economic, and regulatory environments on the practice and learning of professional writing in different national contexts.  How to writing practices dictated and enforced by various agencies in different nations affect approaches to and uses of writing in different nations.  As such, they can have important implications affecting a range of research-related practices associated with writing.   

Results and Discussion
Based on the research we have done (and, to some extent, published on) in this area, we feel the proposed collection should ask prospective authors to focus their potential contributions (or proposals) on the following topic areas that seem poised to have the greatest effect on international research practices associated with writing:
· Definitions of what “research” is and what constitutes “research” in writing/writing studies
· Processes used to identifying problems or research questions to guide research processes 
· Practices for establishing kinds of data for collection and defining terms to guide research
· Approaches to research study design 
· Methods used to collect data
· Selection of subjects/populations for study 
· Ethics and legal factors affecting or guiding research 
· Collaboration in conducting research and publishing/sharing results 
· Technologies used to collect, store, and analyze data  
· Testing research results 
· Applications of research results (in both teaching and greater society)
· Approaches to teaching writing-related research practices and processes to others
· Perspectives on writing-related research in a given society 

To this end, we have made these items among the central topics for potential proposals for the edited collection describe here.  (This listing also appears in the draft CFP at the end of this document.)   We would now like for 4Cs attendees to review this initial listing of topics and provide suggestions on how it might be expanded or improved. 
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DRAFT Call for Proposals

For the Edited Collection
International Perspectives on Research in Writing: Thinking Globally, Researching Locally (working title)

A project in development for the WAC Clearinghouse Series in the International Exchanges on the Study of Writing  [confirm with Terri and Magnus we can use such language in the CFP]

300-500 word proposals due by [date]

[bookmark: _rablxbsb6ujw]OVERVIEW OF PROJECT 
Writing  and Culture
Each culture brings with it a different educational tradition that affects approaches to, perspectives on, and practices governing the teaching of writing in that culture.   In some instances, these traditions are so divergent that a topic seen as “central” to education in some contexts (e.g., the teaching of writing in the US) might be viewed as secondary or ancillary in others (e.g., Russia).  Such difference can and do affect communication practices in international contexts.  Moreover, they can encompass everything  from what topics to write about to what genres to use when conveying information to how to organize an argument in writing.  

Global Forces 
In the last decade, different geopolitical initiatives (e.g., the Bologna Process), educational projects (e.g., TecCOMMFrame), and and economic forces (e.g., the globalization of industries) are increasingly prompting policymakers and educators worldwide to review and re-think approaches to the teaching of writing in order to harmonize educational practices (and resulting professional practices).  As such, educators in writing studies need to examine international differences in the teaching and the practice of writing to participate in these discussions and plan curriculum and courses that reflect the modern educational context.  It is a case of asking writing teaches around the world to “think globally, teach locally.” In this environment, all-important question for scholars and teachers of writing becomes:

How do we conceptualize, discuss, and address the teaching of writing in greater global contexts?

For those of us in writing studies, this is an all-important question we will need to address as we seek to understand and to balance this relationship between the global and the local.

Centrality of Research 
Research, writ large, can be the key to addressing this question effectively in writing studies.  After all, the way in which educators approach the topic, the practices they teach, and how they identify and define central concepts that influence instruction are founded in some underlying body of knowledge generated by  inquiry into the area.  For these reasons, understanding how different nations and cultures engage in research relating to writing and the writing process can guide our international perspectives and practices in writing studies.  Through such knowledge, we can better locate areas for synergy and collaboration across nations and cultures. 

Focus of this Collection 
This edited volume is a first step toward examining how writing is researched internationally.  The objective of the collection is to provide scholarly entries that examine the research processes scholars in different nations and cultures use to investigate writing practices and the teaching of writing.  As such, these entries can help readers understand the role of writing in the local culture and predict how writing practices in a particular nation might evolve over time and in response to different local and global forces.  

To this end, the editors of this collection invite 300-500 word proposals that examine how writing is researched in different cultures around the world.  

Topics and Areas of Interest 
Topics and areas of interest for this edited collection include, but are not limited to
-- Definitions of what “research” is and what constitutes “research” in writing/writing studies
-- Processes used to identifying problems or research questions to guide research processes 
-- Practices for establishing kinds of data for collection and defining terms to guide research
-- Approaches to research study design 
-- Methods used to collect data
-- Selection of subjects/populations for study 
-- Ethics and legal factors affecting or guiding research 
-- Collaboration in conducting research and publishing/sharing results 
-- Technologies used to collect, store, and analyze data  
-- Testing research results 
-- Applications of research results (in both teaching and greater society)
-- Approaches to teaching writing-related research practices and processes to others
-- Perspectives on writing-related research in a given society 

Submission Guidelines and Key Dates
Individuals should submit a 300-500 word proposal that notes
-- The overall topic/focus of the proposed chapter for this collection 
-- The approach the proposed chapter will take to examine this topic 
-- The connection of the focus and approach to the theme of this overall book project
-- The general structure of the proposed chapter 
Proposals should be submitted as .doc files emailed to kirk.stamant@gmail.com, and the subject line of the related message should read “Chapter Proposal for Research Book Project.”

Proposals are due by [date] and the editors will return final decisions on all proposals by [date] 

Contacts for Questions and Queries  
Questions on this book project or request to discuss prospective topics and approaches for proposals should be sent to Kirk St.Amant at kirk.stamant@gmail.com





