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Why Wikipedia? 

• 5 million English Wikipedia articles

• Over 374 million unique visitors monthly

• 292 languages



Learning objectives can be achieved 
with Wikipedia-based assignments

Establish foundation
Writing skills
Synthesize content
Apply knowledge
Develop literacy
Collaborate



Assignment 1: Topic 
selection & small edits

Goals

• Familiar with topics

• Comfortable with platform

• Evaluate existing content

• Assess references



Students gain

• Foster comfort

• Focus on course content

• Apply prior knowledge

• Develop information literacy
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Assignment 2: Content contribution

Goals

• Identify gaps

• Clarify science
• Determine appropriate 

placement 



Morris J. 
Berman oil 
spill 



Morris J. 
Berman oil 
spill 



Morris J. 
Berman oil 
spill 



Assignment 2: Content contribution

Students Gain

• Apply course knowledge

• Learn expository writing style
• Develop paraphrasing ability

• Paraphrase concisely 

• Use appropriate citations



Assignment 3: Critique and interaction

Goals

• Learn to give, receive feedback

• Interact with editors
• Experience publication process
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Assignment 3: Critique and interaction

Students Gain

• Address critique, netiquette

• Collaborate

• Build confidence in knowledge



“I know how to find 
scientific sources … 
and check for validity”

“… learned something new”

Students opinions: the good

“… my contributions 
feel worthwhile”



Students opinions: the not-so good

“others … tinker and 
change something 
being evaluated”

“…it was difficult to 
find reliable sources”“I am nervous when it 

comes to writing.”



Making it work in your class

• Focus on course goals

• Clear expectations & 
rubric

• Participate & check-in

• Proceed in steps

• Connect with Wiki Edu
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