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Plato’s Epistle VI, 342a-d: *'For everything that exists there are three object which is drawn and erased and turned on the lathe and
classes of objects through which knowledge about it must come; the destroyed—processes which do not affect the real circle to which
knowledge itself is a fourth, and we must put as a fifth entity the ac- these other circles are all related, because it is different from them.
tual object of knowledge which is the true reality. We have the first, In the fourth place there are knowledge and understanding and cor-
a name; second, a description; third, an image; and fourth, a rect opinion concerning them, all of which we must set down as one
knowledge of the object. Take a particular case if you want to under- thing more that is found not in sounds nor in shapes of bodies, but
stand the meaning of what | have just said; then apply the theory in minds, whereby it evidently differs in its nature from the real cir-
to every object in the same way. There is something for instance cle and from the aforementioned three. Of all these four, understand-
called a circle, the name of which is the very word | just uttered. In ing approaches nearest in affinity and likeness to the fifth entity, while
the second place there is a description of it which is composed of the others are more remote from it.”

nouns and verbal expressions. For example the description of that

which is named round and circumference and circle would run as Joseph L. Papay is Professor of Philosophy at Saint
follows; the thing which has everywhere equal distances between Peter’s College in Jersey City, New Jersey, where be bas
its extremities and its center. In the third place there is the class of tanght since 1952.

HEARING IS BELIEVING: OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF THE PROS

Poor writing skills may be hazardous to your career! Everyone reading this newsletter knows that to be true;
but how many of our students take such a warning to heart? Operating on the theory that these same words
might have more weight if they came from the lips of One Who Knows or of One Who Has Been There, the
Southern Tech WAC Committee launched an on-campus speaker series in the winter of 1984.

Held on campus during a weekday lunch hour, each of our six programs has drawn from one hundred to
a hundred and fifty people. Each speaker has been a successful member of the industrial community who has
spoken with authority on the absolute necessity of effective communication skills to the job search itself and
to the successful career of the engineering technology graduate. Among our guests, whose talks have been
published as edited transcripts in the Newsletter, have been such distinguished business leaders as Joseph
Tulkoff, Director of Manufacturing Technology at Lockheed; B. George Saloom, Vice-President and Manager
of Information Systems for the First Atlanta Corporation; and Southern Tech Alumni Earl Smith, owner of Smith
Heating and Air Conditioning; Maurice Chapman, Director of Engineering and Telecommunications Services
for Kennestone Regional Health Care System; Jack Phillips, Manager for Administration, Vulcan Materials
Company Southern Division; and Russell Bell, Area Technical Manager for Advanced Micro Devices. Mr. Bell's
presentation will appear in our next WAC newsletter.

The format of each program has included a formal welcome by a Vice-President or an Academic Dean, an introduction by a member
of the faculty, and a half-hour presentation by the guest speaker, with a question-and-answer session to close the hour. Students have
attended for a variety of reasons: curiosity, career-related interests, strong encouragement by faculty, or extra course credit. A number
of faculty have also attended each presentation, often out of interest in the speaker and his career, and often out of support for the WAC
program. Personal styles of the speakers have varied, as has the use of audio visuals, anecdotes, and attention-grabbers; but the message
has been the same: if you can’t write, you may not get the job you want; and if you do get the job, you may not survive in the business
world without good communication skills. Each of our speakers has jumped at the chance to deliver this message to students.

Publicity for the speaker is thorough and campus-wide, including articles in the student newspaper, fliers, announcements in faculty
meetings, a letter sent out to all faculty, and any other vehicle (including personal invitations) that presents itself. The intention is that
for whatever reason students and faculty attend, they will get the message.

And do they get the message? In a straw poll of English 101 students taken after Russell Bell's recent presentation, the following ques-
tion was asked: “After hearing the lecture, do you really believe in the importance of writing and speaking skills for your career?” A few
were incredulous. A few responded that they “already believed” or “had already decided. . .that communication and writing skills would
be of vital importance. . .in the future.” However, the majority of those polled indicated that their awareness of the importance of com-
munication skills had been heightened. As one student put it, “[the lecture] made me realize that there is in one way or another a lot
of writing involved in my field.” Another went so far as to say, “Yes, I wish to pursue the same career as Mr. Bell; I am glad that I decided
to come to Southern Tech instead of a trade school where English isn’t emphasized.” Still another honest soul commented, “Yes, 1 do
believe that writing and speaking skills are very important for my future career. But this doesn’t make me enjoy or want to go to English class.”

In short, students might not /ike the message; but they do get it.

Dorothy S. Ingram is the Reference Librarian and an Associate Professor at Sonthern College of Technology. She serves
as the Chair for On-Campns Activities for the WAC Committee.
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