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AND WE CONTINUE TO GROW...

Tneluded in this issue are additionsal
names +o add fo our newsletier group.
& weleome each of these pecple and icok
forward to their contributions. For
+hose of you 'charter members,” we
esgerly awall the opportunity to hear
your volces 0O Tn this issue are re-
quests for evaluation techniques and
for information on teaching strategies.
We would all welcome other useful com-
ments on topics such as:
What materials or texts do you
use in your lab? How satis-
ried are you with them?

7o what extent and how do you
keep records?

How do you train your sbaff?

The 1ist of gquestions 1s endless, and

you are invited %o speak out on any of them!

Let's keep in touch bY gharing. TFPlease
send your contributions o

Muriel Harris

Dept. of English

Purdue University

West Lafayette, IN. #7907

Thanks to those of you who have al-
ready sent in donations io help in
defraying the costs of mailing and du-
plicating this pewsletter. For those of
you who are about 1o dip into your own
or departmental funds, please meke any
checks payable to me.

A CONFERENCE ON COMPOSITION

Tilly Eggers (University of Wyoming )

sends us information on the sixth annual
Wyoming Conference on Freshmsn and
Sophomore English, which will be held

in Laramie on July 24-2G. The consultants

this year will be James L. Kinneavy,

Robert Seholes, and Dee Brock. There will

be seversl sessions on basic English,
individualized and group instructicn,
evaluation, and the coordinstion of high
sehool and college composition prograns.
For further information, write:

Prof. Art Simpson
Conference Director
Fnglish Department
University of Wroming
Laramie, Wyoming 82071

WRITING LAR LIST TO BE COMPILED

Helen Naugle {Georgis Tech) has
generously offered to compile a list
of established writing labs. Since this
ig informetion we may wish to draw on
ip the future, we can begin by notifying

her of those labs esach of us is acquainted

with. Perhaps some of us already have

partial lists to contribute. Plesse send

any information which will be of assisé-
ance Lo

Helen Naugle
Dept. of English

Georgis Institute of Technology

Atlanta, Georgle 30332




DESCRIPTIONS OF WRITING LABS

In her peper presented at the
1977 b C's, entitled "The Writing
Center: How To,” Janice Neuleib
deseribes the steps her Writing
center followed in setiing up the
faeility. If you have not already
signed up at the 4 C's for a copy of
this paper and want one, contact:

Janice Neulelb

Dept. of English
Stevenson Hall

Tilinois State University
Bioomington-Normal, IL
61761
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Our interest here in the English
Lenguage Skills Lab at West Virginia
State College is in basic writing
instruction for underprepared students.
I'm preparing a document which treats
certain aspects (particularly screen-
ing and placement, tresgtment, evalua-
tion and future direction} of the
Skills Lab here. I wouldn't offer it
as a scholarly review, but rather as
a ‘document of commiseratiom.’ Should
anyone want & CcODY, I'd pe glad to
share.

Jonn Jenz

Diractor, English Language
Skills Lab

West Virginia State College
Tnstitute, West Virginia
25312

HOW DO YOU TEACH ORGANIZATION?

We have had several reguests for
information, materials, or suggestions
on how to teach organization in &
lab tutorial situstion. Please share
your technigues by sending in 8
deseription of how you offer instruce
tion in this and other much needed
rhetorical skills.

SENTENCE COMBINING FOR ESL STUDENTS

In tutoring non-native speakers of
English, I have been using Frank O'Hare's
cued sentence combining exercises from
Sentence Craft {Ginn & Co.) and, for
several advanced students, some of the
weued ones from William Strong's
Sentence Combining, & Composing Book
{Random House, 1973). The students
seem to enjoy taking a close look at
some of the various ways an English
sentence may come into being and the
variety of structures that can be pro-
duced from the same basic information.
A few are most interested in writing
their own, following the pattern of
those in the exercises. Constructing
Sentences by Earl Rand (Holt, Rinehart
and Winston, Inc., 196G}, designed
specifically for intermediate and
advanced foreign speakers and speakers
of nonstandard dialects, is based on
the same technique as the other books,
byt 3o far I haven't had 2 chance o
wse it. Have any of you? 1I'd be in-
tereghed in your reactions if you
nave as I'm trying to prepare my ovwn
materials in this srea.

Janice ¥Kieen

Writing Lab

Dept. of English

Purdue University

West Lafayette, IN 47907

HAVE YOU SEEN THESE NEW MATERIALS?

Charies Merrill and Co. has recently
published two new programs which may
e of use to labs, Writing Skills, a
workbook with supplementsary tepes, and
Process One, a text with supplementary
audic-visual programs. Has anyone pre-
viewed these or adopted them for use?
If so, please share your evaluations
with the rest of us.
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MATERTALS AVATLABLE

For a brochure describing the Learning
S¥itls Center at Missouri Western
State College, contact:

George C. Matthews

Mirector, Learning Skills Center
Misgouri Western State College
st. Joseph, Missouri 64507
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Exchange: A Newslsiter for Teach-
ers of irltlggﬁ published by the
ertlng Lab at the U. of wasccn31nw
Stevens Point, is intended Lo open
channels of commumication among
teachers of writing.” In Issue #2,
Mary Croft recommends for reluctant
writers a book by one of the Star
Trek seript writers, detailing 2 his
struggles in writipng and revising &
script for one episode of the series.
Ann Bloom describes her successful
use of prints of well-known paintings
and classical music as the basis for
in-class writing exercises; Donna
Yelson and Bill Kirby encourage the
use of short writing assignments in
the lab; and Thomag Bucholz offers
some suggestions to help students
lesrn how to take tests.

For copies of this newsletter,
contact:

Richard Rehm, Zxchange Editor
Writing Laboratory

University of Wisconsin
Stevens Poin%t, Wisconsin
54L81

HOW ARE LABS RVALUATED?

Louige Murdy (The Writing Center,
Winthrop College) sends the following
reguest:

T am hoping that someone contri-
buting to the newsletter will helr
answer the question "How can &
writing lab be evaluated? since
that's a question I have so far
wrestled with unsuccessfully.

Because so many of us are faced with
this question, perhaps we can share
our solutions, even when they are less
than perfect. Please send in a deserip-

tion of how your lab is evaluated, e. &.,

2 description or sample of your rating
form, your post-tests, ete.

To begin this trading, I am enclosing
with this issue the two svaluation
sheets we use in Purdue's Writing Lab,
which is primarily a supplement to the
composition program here. At the end
of every semester we send one form to
the composition instructors asking for
an evaluation of thelr students who
have attended the lab and the other
form to the students. While the return
rate is less than what we would like,
we at least get some feedback, though
we replize the subjective nature of
the answers. However, some instructors,
harassed st the end of the semester
with too many papers to grade, tell us
that they appreciate the opportunity
for guick answers; on the other hand,
other instructors do find the time to
write extensive answers to the open-
ended question &t the end. In our lab,
where students enter and exit freely,
we have found it diffieult to hold
students for post-testing.

Muriel Harris
Writing Lab Director
Purdue University
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, Composition ins

, Hriting Lab instructor

has bean working in the Wrifing Lab

, & student in your composition course,
on the folloving units of instructicno:

In crder fo evaluste the effsctiven
we would very much appreciste your
circla the appropriate numbers unl

=
this sheet to the bex in the msin o

1. EXTENT OF HELP H
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ess of the Writing Lab's tutorial instruction,
answers to the following questions. TPlease

ss you feel that they don't apply, and return
ffice by the last day of classes this semester.

gnt needed

i

fite]

very little help

7. SUBJECT MASTERY: For the above
e

3 4 5

ame help a great deal

of help

tisted units of GRAMMAR, this studeal now

generally demonstrates
i 2 3 G 5
ne ioprovement some ilmprovenent great improvement
3, CRADE IMPROVEMENT: Durinz the course cf the semester, this student’s grades
1 Z 3 & 5
opped or did a5 onz lelgsr Bose at least
not change grade two letter geades
4, STUDENT'S aTTITUDE fille att
fnilowing
1 2 2 & 5
resentment no feeling a great deal of
axpresszad appreciation
5. SELF IMAGE: This student’s sznse of self ceonfidence ig himself and his
abilities seems to show
1 2 3 4 5
Decressed Mo change vefinite

Self confidence

Improvement
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HOTIVATION: This student's desive to write well seame

1 2 " 3 A S

decreased or - increased fncreassd
unchanged somewhat greatly

 FEEDBACK FROM THE LAB: While this student was attending the lab, communication

from his lab instructor was

1 3

[N

3

4

rnon-existant . adeguats excellenc

Other comments and suggestions:

PURBYE VHINERTITY
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Student Evaluation of the Writing Lab

The Wrirting Lab staff would very much appreciate vour evaluation of the
instrustion you received this semestar inm the lab. Would you please circle
the appropriate numbsr ia each question and return this sheet to the bex at
the recepticnist’s desk in the Writing Lab (226 HH) before the last day of
class this semester. Thanks fovr your help.

1. QUALITY OF I[HSTRUCTION: Do wou feel that the materials and instruction you
received in the leb were appropriate, clear, and
gffectively presented?

1 2 3 4 5

not clear and ) very clear

o ee . adeguate . .
ineffgctive and very effective

2. WRITING PROCGRESS: Do you feel that you made genuine progress in your
writing as a result of your lab work?

1 2 3 & 5
no progress Some Drogress Great deal
o f progress

3, GHRADE IMPROVEMENT: Do you feel that what you learned in the UWricting Lab
gnabled vou to write better papers in your composition
class and therefore receive better grades?

2
-

1
Grades drop
did not ch

5
ped oY rose one letter Rose at least
ange grade two letter grades

Pl
A

4, QUALITY OF INSTRUCTOR: Do vou feel that the instructor you wotked with in
5 b
t tin p

b owas geouinely helpful znd competent?

1 5
incompetent adeguate very helpful
and very competent

g
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o

{rher comments and suggesticas:

PURDYE UGHvERSITY
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WRITING LAB NEWSLETTER - Mailing List Supplement #1

Almasy . Rudelph

bept. of English

West Virginia University
Morgantown, West Virginis
26506

Besgt, Judith

Learning Center

226 FHeavilon Hall

Purdue University, West Lafayettis,
Ix k7507

Bibh, T. C.

Freghmen English Program
University College
Alsbama State University
Montgomery, Alsbams

36101

Colburn, Jean

Director of Developing Programs
Detroit Institute of Technology
2727 Second Avenue

Detroit, Michigan

L3201

Garnes, Sars

Dept. of Zngilsh

Ohic State University
164 West 1Tth Avenue
Columbus, Chic

43210

Fillis, Nell

Iearning Center

22€ Heavilon Hall
Purdue University

West Lafayetie, Indians
L7907

Haney , XKathy

Dept. of English

The College of Charleston
Charlieston, South Carolins
26h01

Hill, James

Dept. of English
Okleahoma State Univeraity
Stillwater, Cklahoma
THOTE

Jopz, Jon

English Langusge Skills Lab
West Virginia State College
Institute, West Virginis
25112

Kieen, Janice

Dept. of English

Purdue University

West Lafayette, IN L7907

‘on leave until June, 1978, from: E%

Dept. of English

South Dskota State Univ.

Brookings, S. D.

Lamb, Mary

Dept. of English
Southern Illincis Uniw.
Cerbondsle, I11.

62901

57006

Mirdy, Iouise

The Writing Center
Dept. of English, Drems
Winthrop College

Rock Eill, S. C,

29733

Pfister, F. R,

Dept. of English

The Schosl of the Ozarks
Pt. Lookowut, Mo..

65726

Sponberg, Arvid and
Vehling, Ed

Dept. of English
Valparaiso Univ.
Valparaiso, IN
46383

Witte, Stephen

Dept. of English
Oklahoma State Univ.
Stillwater, Oklahoms
THOTH
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