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Yoo, every writing lab and centesr in the
country should have word processing facilti-
o5, But hecause ths arrvival of boxes
ftad with computer eguipment manuals is
welcomed time for any writing lab,
hiems involved in the actual use of
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Fiquring the additional cost of operation
was the least of our worries., He reaiized
that we would need o buy diskelties,
compiter paper, and printing ribbons but
gynderestimated the corrvect amourts. instead
of two ribbons, we nesded four, especiaily
1¥ we were io keep the nrint dark enough o
satisfy some of the teachers of our Ciienis
{another relatively minor problem which I
won't delye into}, Diskettes fitled up more

apidly than we had expecied, so we needed
20 imstead of 5, e discovered we couldn®t
afford to stock paper with fear-away,
tractor-feed holes hecause it cest aver a
penny per page. We insiead offered studenis
1/7 » lleinch paper with Iractor-fesd

.ﬁ%eg included and suggested that they make
hotocopies of their essays hefore submit-
ing them to their teachers,
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many tutors have no particular fsel for
computer technology, some sven sxperience
mild or moderate Angst when sitiing in front
of a terminal,
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i, Schedule your staff so that a
computer-wise person is on duly at all
times, You could mavhe even Rire
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tytor but solely a compuler butor,
Although the title has a nice ring to
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--Mways kesp ons tytor available for
computer consgliation, That tutor should
unabirusively hover near the bheginaing

user.,

Staff Training :
--Loncentirate on trzining adjunct Faculty or
cierical staff, or any small oroup which
witl coilectively cover a1l the hours the
lab wiil be open. They can subsequently
tras? t uid

hcse with whom they work, 1 w@o
e that each tutor would need from &
to i hours of practice on the word pro-
cessor before s/he could with relative
zase help g olisnt type, revise and print
2 standard freshman composition essay,
mare experience, of courss, for assisting
sezesﬁe in the composition of a business
epart, & resgme, or any document with
rmvnraas divisions and various margins,

~-Develop word pre:&r ing exercises
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tutors and check their work. 3 rambhis ihe
words, sentences, paragraphs of 2 paper;

have them practice moving paragraphs,
; ; \Es&ting extraneous

matertal and gaps in The fext so that
their revision conforms io a2 printed

P par.,
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~-Pay a computer-wise tulor to work with
iess pxperienced tutors,

-~Compile vour gen instructional manual, I
: this Tast becauyse it will take you
3 to do and it is tedious for many
reasans.  Any self-writien guides must be
very rudimentary because many clisnis and
tuters fear that any experismenting gr even
cxtrapelating on instruciion might cause
the computer to yell at them or break on
them, Pasogle who are in no way Titeralist
n other circumsiances, can become so in
ont of a terminal. People who would
never consi ider haliing in ant middle of

the road “ecaasa the "walk™ 1ight has
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dgefiance of @ flashing "disk error”
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your own manual is an sventual necessity.
Ag tedious as it is Lo produce and as siow
az 1t 35 1o use in day-io-day operations, it
i Y oW o systemzftcally conden
the mass-produced manufacturer’s
i a2 few squﬂstﬁﬂpa which
ompile your manusl more

~Pyrchase g usar's guide issued by a

pubil ishing firm that Jpeczal¢zaﬂ in
computer material {some do a good job of
tranzia . Apple fetc.) language
into En and uyse as a hasigs for your

manual,

gnced tiatars the job of
ctiogns for varigus

--Have *ﬂnwgeriﬁﬂ“ﬁé tutor

thoge instructions, Thi
Fing a54gt the progod
s bhe dnstructions for

fess-than-knowledgeable audience.

Ehat some of f*@%ﬁ suggestiang
word-processing | g;nﬁanﬂe Tess
ks han ours were, ?a. sec 3&%
word wroaass‘ng saw 4 decres in
: in goad -rwa;ﬁgﬁ
sur third year will be even better,

Marshali
diang Central

deygted

)
ity
Lt

suzs and innova-
£ two year and community colld
ar T by Horith Shore Community
¢ : fifth annual

will publish itg
b

April,

Srzﬂ* ﬁ*fa@?
Boverty, MA

tiberal arts «fhﬁn?
mation in every issus of
be of qr@at vatue, hot
’§ﬂf; peer tutors.,

arfﬂfviar, is

hisg
wzth a‘%vr Tutars
t&ters hore a2 sense of
ing at what the:

ca,




*Learning Denter Professionals:
L

Students &0 Aokl

217 for pro
oWIng §4e
ods ar ey
shance ur
parchy £5
soryi af
af & el

it WA T
.

?
&

pd

yocessiul

Qandra Burmeister

1587

Cont

ference Lh
s

University of i
l’%.\

Thatlis

ts addressing the

diagnastic
nay effective academic
LA S
stration of

o I

Have you ever wanted o know

I
STUCenos

center more or 1ess than

iz

ﬁﬁﬁu§n§ to know Lhe names
students who have visiied
tast nine Hawg'-"

I kY, Fo TR
mibh' e’

from Mr.

Hag M3,

discover which
which are siow?

wr

hasic WI“E

..
L
it

Have you
time Blocks are

Jdones'ts

Johnson

find who Us

neg, compost

students?

=

4

wWhne

Wi ¥

sy and

Y e B e B
SErVIOOS

ar

A datz base allows wou fc creale 3 fite
format which containg a series of columns.
The columns, of course, are desigrated
avcording Lo bhe information you want fo
chart., As the file i filled, in {?Wﬂu fan
ig stored in the columnar farma t, Hos
WTE;?ﬁj centers, for example, would wa? to
keep gimilar information: students’ nases,
tytors® names, instruciors’ names, Lourse
information, farzab1oi.

and time/date in
These ‘ﬂpz,a‘ then, would heoo
headings.

e the column

A1 of this, of course, e e
by hand using Dencils and standard oolumnar
pads. Thae data base, howpver, has distinct
advantages aver the manual systfeom: since
2leactranic text remains fluid, the dats base
allows for the information 10 be cansianily

rearranced, resorted, and printed using 2
vavisty of Fformats, Thus when you find
voursel f oin need of information you never
thought fo catalog, vou can quickiy shuffie

through the data base and arrangs the
information in whatever format you desires.

The gquestions I offered at the beginning
of this sectiogn were neither hypothetical
ror rhetorical, In the Davis and Elkins
Coliege Academic Hesourges Center we offer a
variety of services ;n students and Taculty

across the campus. We funciion in @ vaviely
of rotes; writing Center, Apple computer

~

facitity, atlesubject tutorial center, siﬁdy
x5, headguarters for the Honors Proge

and the Wrilting Excellence Program, anﬁ

coffee Tounge. Hde also work ciosely with

faundations courses in hasic

Writing, and wn?h, assi
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first name, tutor name, professgr
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For our snd-cf-tha-month repori, we rOVEYSE, Tié . We tan change the above
ReeTth ,\,Ei}‘ ;pa“ygﬁ-gg thig information in chrongis Gt ’:j; -E,';}'i; inio = professere

order to view the information we are inter- important 1ist quickly and easily, re-
ested in. He print a chronological hard alphabetizing sccording Lo our new inforpa-
copy, arranged ! and a copy alphabet- Lion goals. Within Five seconds the on-
ized by stude names. e alsn re- ?Cr?ﬁﬁ nformation showa in flgure one can
arrange and information on the = rted Lo Lhe formal shown in Tabis
sereen, maintaining information on how many WO
tutors were used, how many sessions oach %

Another simple command or two, and we can
uce hard-cony print-outs of only Lhoss
ions of the data base that are imporiant

conducted, the number of different courses
we wers invaleed with, the number of pro-

fassors whose students attended, and the 2t the mement. Doetar Smith can learn which
pereentsge of students whe were volunteer af hor students used the center, but Mr.
walk-ins. Jones's students retain their anenwnity,

Hocord keeping shouldn't consume ma ja
marts of a center dirsctorts time; we hawe
eiter {31?3S to do. Making cur PUs more

511 afF thiz categerical information is
zasiiy manipglat ng the Appleworks Data
Base we have on hand. Fach tuto ring session

s TR 2 + ?‘ sr‘ + + -

s entered in the data base. Then wil h the oroductive 15 one way of making us mors pro-
touch of single, Iwo-finger commands, we <can durtive .

rearranges the CG umns of information, making

dates, names, fors, or pragfessors ayr

Kevin Davis
Bavis and tlkins Doplieco
Elkins, WY

?
£ . ’I”Aij interest golumn.,  Then
with arother simpie command wWe <an arrang
the information in the column sither by
alphabet or chronglogy, either forward or

Ta?-\? -
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Last name  First mame Ciass Tuter
1 Fox frgl, 101 Heaner
4 (herton Janet Engl. 102 Lilly
Z Buckley Mary Beth Engi. 117 Harrison
3 Scatt June Engl, 141 Hazic
i Baube Scott Frgl, 11 Yingting
Tabla 2.
_______ Last name Bate
101 Weaner Crowaid Fox ot
142 L1y Bloom fiberton Det. 4
117 Harrison avis Buckiey Get. &
181 Bozic Goddin Sott Oct. 3
1is ¥ingl ing Goddin Dauhe Get, 1




two goals.

he student solve
241 In doing 50, 1

tL nursue 2 second goal--making the

First, I
hig er

so far as possible, academically solf.
sufficient. Thus, T see the ultimate goal
of the Learning Lenter rot o perootuate its
use by making students dependent upon it and
ths staff, but to enablie the student o

or hep own
n short,
the tutor.

emplay with confidence hi
intellectual capacitios--
the student from

Mom

to wesn

t down with me, |
3Mm 4iwWays Bask 2, for I, as &
*ater, arm an guthority figure conspicucusiy
Tacking in autharity, if I misdirect a
student, it i3 my ijity, and that
reflects detriment t% Ltearning

T

fenter, I can Squest nossibilities b
the student. 1 zan seldom gzvf definite

to many student ques-
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tiongs: "5S¢ 1714 g?* an 'A% an this paper,
right?"  "Wili he tike this? "Is this what
she wants?"  "How many/®hat kind of sources

shouid 1 get?® *"is it long enpugh?”
Defintte answers come only with more mundane

questions: "How showld I puncltuate fhig?®

B

"Whers in the MLA doos it say o . .7 o
should I reorganize this paragraph?® Given
these limitations, 7% is evident that the

guestions most impartant to the student--the
former set--will go unanswered, amd he or
she may well Teel that the lesning Center
has been no heln at all, and should be

avoided the future,

Ty compensate for this, 1t i3 necessary
to do ab least two things: give the stiudent
confidence in the Learning fenter and its
tutors, and give the siudent the means for

intetlectuatl
namely, self-sufficiency.

confidonce in his or her own
pntential,
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him or her, sxploring met
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o

marked Yack of confidence in the
& fow, this ynderconf ce choy
sent. Byt hy far, nost student

the confidence needad for ac
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tive are indeed gapable of perfor
which is expected of th They
s¢ worried about ETEOr

Q;n

is stified. student,

- rite an essay describing a
process. He was cuezp familiar with hig
tepic, but was so anxious ahout procesding
“incorrectiv® that he could not reco ‘Eect-

the steps invelved in the process.
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Students must be made, in tytor-

ing, to suggest their own solutions.
ﬁ%wn er, they must also be taught to cri-
txquﬂ their own thinwi*”. Uitimately this
ent of the tutsr,
{ f@ *hﬁ @:J pwts et four guida-
tines fﬁr self-critiguing. These taks the
form of questions: "Is it relevant?® “Is it
accuratal®  fis it complete?? "Iz gt
g, when thought is traPS'. red to
must ask £5 s
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enter Journal i% an offisiad
iattonal Writing Centers

s publish articles,
meﬂua* ard reviews that are of inte
wriling center é?rﬁiterﬂ and tutors. Ha
therefore inviie manuscripts that expigre
tssues or theories related to wri

administration or Instruciion., ¥e are o
cially interested in theoretical articies
and in reporis of research related to o
conducted in writing centers. In addit
fo directers and tutors whs are i &
with college and university wrst*ﬂr cen
we snoourage directors of high schosl

sy conters fo submit manusoriphs.

£
jj@w_is $7.50 per year; single bhac
ues are 32.50. Checks should be made
ble ta The Writing Center Journal.
Subscription reguests and all related
currFSQQHdence should be sent to Joyvee
nkead, Fditer, The Hriting Center
i@pa”tgﬂﬂg of Eng =sh, Htah State
:‘:3,
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: s, ICBQTL
grstiy Lbhéziﬁ,
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Focuses is a forum which ”ﬁ%}§3$95
articies 1 -gﬁkzag composition theory
writing-conter practi The \
seipeted will ?e nf
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directiers of writing progra
r ~the-campus spegialis of

HIEN
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Sthsored
individgal

ptions are $10 3 veazr for
s and 115 a year for institptigns

TERLQCK: A PROPOSHE. TOR A
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point has been this: that
& function of thinking an
students Yearn hetter wh
about what they learn, and

tg think hetfer in their
: whan their writing assignment
rﬂﬂu*ffs them to think as g physicist, an
fortan, or 2 secielggist. In this
project students do real world writing,
retevant o thair Qpﬁcia3t€es, their
laarn*ﬂq and bnqr futures. Q}ch writing

frs

SQQEQ}?@TSi*“QG; ;§_ ﬁq;zc? ?caghmr
{itatics are mine.]

“Writing of 211 types deve
thought " {attributed to

this P oth ;1 i-arts

educa iptg f And yet our
writing centers and learning Yaboratories
are programmed to help students im Englich,
but not in other content areas., But what of
the student-~develiopmental or otherwise--who
has a history paper due next wepk? What

will happen to the philosephy major who can
think but not write {not an uncoomon
phenomenan, unfﬂrtﬁﬂaieéy}? Aind who wil
help fhﬁ business or techrics

needs heip in drafting a one
instryction sheet,
svatuation? Indosd
for the sxistence o

that transcends the interests
any ong department, Fing i stock
with well-tratned, a?hiCJL?tG tﬁt@rs who
¥now the particulzr demands of a wide-
rzﬂg:ng student clientele. Vot students

o)

tke the ones cited above bespeak the nesd
for academic or technical specialization not
found in most labs today, but which shoyld
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2ﬁﬂ that ?afﬁ%i; nesd t@ he rr&céa%iy
intearated into
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butid a writ

However, some pesple will shiect: What if
proper tutors cannct be found?  After all,
the idea of 2 Teboratory in which futors
have mas+ﬁrp‘ nol only writing skills by

aize the basics of a2 content arca is sti
considerad ?G%GEUL?GQ&Y}. Mary U, Gratts

Leow (S

and Susan P. Robbins confront this probis

ot}

B el
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v

acing 8 critical shertage of tutors ore
gquarter, we appealad to faculty members
in the Humanitiss/Social Soiences
Division to donate ene or twe hours por
wesk in the center. A3 a result of this
request, we had several volunteersz
representing the fields of history,
government, and community services, as
weil as English.,  Some of these volun-
teers entered the center with grav
misgivings aboiil their flueney in the
Jargon of English grammar, Dul we assured
them that a sentence fragment could he
described in many different ways and that
their way might make more sense to the
student Than our way. As the guarter
wore on, these content arez faculty
memhers real i2ed how much they really 4id
know shout writing after all,
ali writisn 2 thesis or 44
countiess pa
+
L.

they had
tation and

pers and essay tssts e a a
when the students see their content arez
th nter, ihoy begin to
interest and 3 skill
~not Just Engliish.
- . T e
I obisctive,”

i1t raise another
23 T thers 18 no resl
ch g smopalitan” laboratory:
‘iting papers for other contant
same writing English papors.
an and Hobbins do not concur:
Hany content instructars helieve a

student shoyld ?varn to write in English
r thereafior hs shle io
¢ Tield or forg
's experience comn to ‘helieve
%ﬁizé; is based on a Iragic
ception. We have worked With
fents whg had very |
compo Szﬂ gavfrg iﬁ Lng

tle troubie
sh a?ass, hut

19“;;1

are

4 -
1t We hayve in

s
ind a
any hranch of philan saﬁﬁv 15 aware of
i wst be incorporated into
of 2 philosophic bent, whether one deals
with Thales, Democritus, Besrartes, Hume, or
sartre.  The technical writer has qot to he
keenly sware of audience, perhaps more so
than would a wrfbpr in any other FTield.
ferseness and precision in ferpinalogy ars
bound to be hallmarks of this writer's
1eid. Thus, the writing Jah must be 2
to deal effectively with ai? these writi
angs and prohlems.
canclusion, the cosmopoiitan writing
rat Grf *s an idog w%oqm timé hag coms,

h1

S
il

the ;41?33£1Uﬁ has em@rgeé tha concomitant
for a tab that will reach gut and
cive as many different content areas as
ble. Were we truly Renaissance men and
'y oand able to master the varicus content
Areat ﬁurseﬁvﬁs, we might feel that as
English futors and teachers we could have at
sur fingertips a2 working knowledge of what-
ever fields pur students might be engaged
iny in fact, we ars fortunaie fo he conver-
sant in just a small section of language
arts.  That being the case, it is up to u

toe Ery to involve as many far&?ty BEMOEYS &5
possible from other disciplines in oyr
ttempt 1o provide & Dackgrousd for writing-
across-the-curricelum programs. He must let
t be known That writing as 2 hendmaiden of
inking is nopt the part1€u¥ ar éﬁW?TF of the
tutar and teacher, that good writin
he canfinsd to Lng;tsh classes by
cosmanal itan congern: in short,
Sheffield wrote in the sevenigenth

.'\_J

]

in which the wise
tef masterpiece is

Myths ; rd Fﬂf@rmznaatiezs,“ FRIC
L.niflrﬂb?gcr an Eeading and Communication
tis, 1879, D 188 203
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THE WRITING LAB ¥
Fairmont Avenus,
Price: $249

VA% et

Software, 63231

Lerrite, CA 945730,

£5 long as clas
dominant way of to
gur schoaols, thers
who don't grasp oo 5 b
ciassmates, UWhen or moves on to
a new topic, these zoome the
clientels of writing ¥hen thisg
kappens, the one-o i1 done by
computers is particulariy vaig,\1a Stu-
dents work at their own pace and are forcad
to answer ail the guestions themzelves. In

sh@rt, they cannot "disappear™ as in 2

ciassroom situation, The Writing Lab, from
Gorilla Software, uses this fact to present

grammar for writers in an extremely offec.
Tive manner without {ying up lab personnel

dhe Writing Lab packaas logks formidabie,
Bisks cover *39%?5 beginning with phrases,
sentences and run-ons and progress to thres
separate sentence combining disks to make up
a complete grammar package. As a writing
center resource, this package can present
any basic grammar concept in the stats-of-
the-art interactive manner that make
computer-gided instruction so valuabhle,
¥hile 1t can't diagrose problems in

o
dent's writing, it can present the
necessary to correct problems nce
and to prevent them from occurring
But it's what®s inside that rﬁxﬁx
package truiy impressive, and val
the college writing center,

{,','J

s
%}
i 120
o
)
'
lD(
T

The ¥riting Lab was
studants, 2 frashman comp
£5L graduste student,
achiev,ng“ high school
instryctor input sscessar
to insert a disk and poing
switch, The packago was
threo students, and 417
negded were pre
¥hile the packsa
though Buﬁgeawh, 73
students a3t ail levels,
anv*‘!“* Oth*F than stari-up

=

31 thaz ﬁmy be used by
for
tnfarmation angd

it isn't nepded

The clarity of the
effective,

pragram ma
tven the high schoo?
ne diFficyity in following the
the x%fmvw§gzoﬂ was dense encungh

wmye Lo fex Tearning 2 fow things my-
21 sting the prod

".\
L5 encaunter a

topic ih

ficult to undersiand, they can go hack and
review pravious screens. In R 5
of the topics are Séa%nrat*4

sereen

student i3 unsat‘s."

sen fa*:@n, For most styden

streens are UNNECessary as

is c?ear and complets,

After a module 15 completed, the system
has 2 record-kesping program that will
record each student’s resylt for later use
by the instructeor. This feature is also of
vatue to centers conducting empirical re-
search, BData can be stored by name or dow
signmator numbers. The student, meanwhiie,
can 9o nnr o 2 series of printed lesson
quizzes that further test mastery of the
completed module, Also included in the

package are printed workshests far snlasn
of individuatized programs to meet studs

-
needs,. A wriling center counselor can la
gut an entire study plan far 2 student after
ong meeting. The student can then do the
simplest or most elaborate plan of study
without further assistance, freeing up Yab
persannel for other duties,

On the technica? side, when I firsi hegan
testing The Writing Lab, ! found a counle of
mingr Tlaws that were distracting., The
peapie at Gorilla Softwares have since sar-
rected all of the technical weak points, and
he Writing lab 11 “has emerged 33 a most
satisfactory program. Onocs in the pragram,

the student is sever hugrried

[ e e ]
i
4]

]

conceras the program's audio,

. 2 SCrEEns

remain until the stadent acts to make o
Oocasionally, there are places
movement i3 excessively siow.

: program responds to 2 student's
wewer, the response ziavs on the screen a
Bit Tong bhefore giving the student an oppor-
tunity Lo move fo the next scresen, Whilse
two of cur subjects gm?ﬂﬁtoﬁ on the pro-
blem, it did net seem to interfere with
their zttantion span. One other minor

ayano
-

[
ot

no way given in sither the disks or
he wal to shut off the sound affects
that accompany the program, These could ba
annoying in a writing lab riion.
Host of the modules can be completfed in
fess than one half hour., The longest any of

minuies,

cur subjects took for 2
i college

This is particulariy



w%sre tudsnts ses the
Tab as 2%ﬁaﬁw9wient&

fact that most of the

It 1z anly in the sen-

actinn that more than ong
v, and even there, t{he order

Students can review materials after %y
have compieted a package, or can stop in the
middie, should time hecoms a factor, and
tater return to the same spot. Should they
decide to skip ahead, however, they nesd fa
g0 through an index, Head:ngs in the
are skeichy, and this could hamper
gsafuiness of this goiicon,

fox

should Instructors decide the program
could be better sulted to their students
with a few changss, all screens are edifable
using Qa&pac's JJ??F Soforates, atso avail

able from Borilla. While the ouality of the
presentation is excelient and the sentences
used come from “real® prose, this option
will allow writing conter directors io
customize a package for business and tech-
nicai writing or any type of specialiy in
writing across the curr%aa?ﬁm‘ instructions

far editing are included in The ¥riting
Lab's manual.

If there i3 2 weakness, it lies in the
pragram’s response o afswers in the sen-
tence ”Gwh?n*ﬁﬁ section, Shoyld a student
use & more obhscure, but equally correct form
af combined seﬂhﬂﬂcaﬁ, the program counts 1%

wrong and then gives the more pooular an-
swar. OFf course, building in all nossibie
answers 15 nearly impessible, even if we
1 the possibiiities were, A:
rob is most fargivahie oro-

ar knows about it up front

e package, consisting of
prord keepino-dicgk, isg
ndividual Tessons may he
95 pach. In addition,
caveriaL mafor fapics oan
vary?nq prices L sample
su available for $7.30
Software’s Barbara Pace assurss
m an old edition of The
iting Lab = fﬁr an updated edition
at 3 vary nomin T cast, The chanaes in the
now version {P“*a’ nly Justify the iavestment

than %10

R Ay

20t past
encounter and
bbrqcter.

det jvar

c%assag, This pa
grammar probloms
do so without fying

The sentence combining

ati ¢ benetits common with
this form of pedagogy. high
gr high school Tevel, the can he
used a5 the only grammar iastruction in the
areas L covers and will funciion effec-

tivaly for writers., Mozt imporiant, it dovs
the isb in & painiess manner. {Our thres
bijects found the experience quite toler-

e, 1n spite of the fact that they had i
give up & Saturday morning to the project,
wre's a 1ol fo be sald for that!
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Huriol *a?raqm Teachki
dAriting Lonference.
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remain, Ieaching One-fo-One is 3 EQQ?
wwe on their desks. n
; )

an iﬂrﬁrmad

as 1f her own
ﬁﬂnuq? Harris ralls the stand a2
i ﬂ?psgawe array of sapert witnesces: Dongld

-
fon
ot

Graves, and Boger farrison
Sha alge {llustrates ber noin

tranaseribed

rence sessiong,

: ﬁiﬁg, Fingtly,
argument 13 interdisciplinary,
*Hﬁ aid of an*<;&n r»%*hi
¥, anthropoiooy
reasons, tha bf%.,
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instruction takes many forms,
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gnferan
s e h-3 ateh-can o
aculty office to tightly sches -
ences held during sach olass. Al
neytraiity, Harris presents two ra 4ty
different styles of conferring: the direc-
tive, text-centerad aporoach of Roner
Garrison and the non-directive, student-
centered aporosch of Donald Murray,
Whatever approach he or she takes, the
one-to-ane teacher necessarily plavs
multinie roley, ssrving as commentater,
counselar, tistener, and diacnostician,

Crapter
activitips
abserving,
Harrig off anid
ailprty fega short
C N

Sl
il

s

and oxm
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3

tudents' attitudes
i the

Writien product, Harris offers cacent advice
an ervar anatysis, diztect interfersnce, and
learning disabilities.
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Brenis

%'i; b
ingicat as 5580
writing personalities, Her analysis is
based on the work of George Jensen and John

sed
sze 16, who studied groups of writers
ro 2f their writing proce 1553 to the
ﬁeyers~3rzggs Personalit ty Tyvpe Ivﬁiratcr
This inventary “i"f?&réﬁtiﬁafS four hipniar
dimenstons, each of which represents
opposing psychelogical processes™:

-
e I
et
f’u
ot
it
e

Extraversisn {fg preserve Jing's
EQJ}"?“tFC“QVSJGQ {ways of focusing
enorgieg!
. Sensing-intuition {ways of
eiving:
- thinking-feeling (ways of making
uations and decisiens)
4. Judging-perceiving {ways of
i tasks in the tor worldl f223
appreaciting tasks in the outer world) {223

g

2e
ne

[
et
i

S
'-”3 "3

ar

w*cm

n the "test" severa
und my resulits and used gy
aw florescent marker to accent my
'y?éﬂ?% quatities: introverted, sensing,
nang, and judging., I finaliy understood
ﬂ#; I tutored in the manner that 1 did: Task
Qriented. é remepbered what Donald Graves
called his "sense of yneasiness that too
much time {was) nassing while s*uﬁrn&s
[went) on at greater length than {was)
neaded to make a peint, . . . .* {58).1
This unoasiness made me foel as i 1 were
straying from the purpose of the session. |
felt more cowfﬁrf“hie when the stgdont and |
tatked about actuz] probloms with a3 paper.
LttLEP did 1 ?ngw that learning ahout the
& conversatignal manner might be
£

gart ¢f the tytoring sxperi-

As an dntrovert, T fel¥t a2s if students
neoded Some time alone to work on their
papersg., In ths %ngﬁn*nn of ﬁ} assistant

in, [ assumed that all rits wrgto
write: sit and thisk abcut my topic,
a keyboard {computer or Lypewriter), and
start putiing wmy thoughts to words.
Usually, I am more comfortable 3¢ 1 do

f
process by myself--comething that s diffi-
cuit with foyr sons, a2 hushand, and 2 deg?
Fowever, after | listensd to anpther tutor
fiow of conversation with her studants,
began to think that her manner might he
hetter with students whn nmeed o exnperiment
oraily with sentences before writing them
dowr .

o

o
-3

1 wedy

oo

8o d

d £ be tolg t%ay conversation
wasn't "against the rules. in fact, Harris
regards zt 3s "part of the rules,” saying
that "st the beginning of a confere RO R,
reestabiishing can?ac;

E

3
1,

geiling acquainted or

fakes priosrity as student and teacher seftla
fn" (45}, Harris' next suggestion is to
.

talk with the student, perhaps diagnosing
problems fo estahlish 9n¥5 for the confer-
ence.  Then, the tutor shopld xpiain the
futoring process to the stur pnt. Harris
warns that “with an ﬂxp=arptzar, ne attempt
to help her see that the ingtructor {has}
decided that this approach would help her tao
et started, the student {has} no framewnrk
far Uﬂﬁe*siaﬂdzvq what [has} happened® {46}
Finall the conference progresses "through
3&5;?5 tional goal--pra cticing sen-
tences, finding hetter detzils, sugg esting
vﬂvésiors, and 50 on--and then epds with
QGMV closurs that explairs to the siydent
#hat has been aCfﬂwD7‘sh@L and what's left

£ 4
[

Ey: *_*F“ f‘€€1§.~

ihe sensing part of my persanality focug-
sed on mechanical probiems in students®
papers, Diending ecasily with my propensity
to view problems as hiack and white: there

8re ne gray arsas. Initially, my emphasic
in 3 session was on mechanical correctness,
Later, I folt a5 ifF it were almaet useless
help students learn to “correct” their
fis.  Some sentences would be alt tered 5o
in yqrzﬂss rpvz~§ar< ‘ha* the process
W3S, 2% best, Ybusy work, How, I work
t“ﬁaﬂc the 1rtu11 ve model, helping students
to see the whale of theirp ?a“ﬁwé before
working on the individual parts. It would
be beneficial to taly, initiatly, about the
"aghﬁ" than addressing speci¥ic errorc
papar,

neing type, I have always
cut zssignments to work
. Singe | know that this iz
ot becayse the Meyors-Briges Tvpe
roand Moriel Harvis tell mz sg---1
fcg} *ﬁ—* spme valuahle conforence time
couid be spent dﬁssasa“ag the deﬁ{ﬁt 5

assigmment: not how
assignment but what
Harris gquotes Jofsn

i ?35"‘ (‘{E{?QVE‘L stiﬂse
johnson's strategies for

wriling center conferences: "I a student is
Eald to ssignment made by the
teacher, on aloud, point to the
clages 4 ing discomfori or

anr fdea in different

»ﬁ“ﬂ she will be doaling
%Eahﬂ: 2ting, manipulating
and ﬁﬁvpzﬁpin% gfra*ﬂﬂxﬂs for the identifi-
cation and solving of her writing problems,
and that is the goal of a writing confer-




ence® {£4},2 The §T§gr§hg:\ af soeech in a types a ﬁi help students with problems inm
writing conference is zgaln affirmed. their writing. Singe the Meyers-Briggs
assessment is both nonthreatening and shert,
Alas, | am 2 Judging fvpe. 1 fimd it nerhaps tutors should take 1t 23 part of
harder to add material fo papers than to their initial training program. The assess-
edit material from thew. For yoars, 1 read ment is easy o evaluate, so tutors could
the following comments, scrawled in the “woare® their own papers, choosing whether
margins of @my papers: Not the clearast; ar not to ghare thelr inventories with the
Couldn®t it bhe said belter?; Explain Z

On some occcasions,
further, more explicitly; Transition peeded

nere; Lonnect your paragraphs to each ather
Initially, transition words sesmed so awk-
ward, [ didn’t use them in conversation, so
why should I use them in writing? But, many
students are more comfortable speaking than
writing., [If tutors and students talk with
each other, students’ wse of connsctors in
conversabional spesch might fransfer to use

helpful for tutees

ment, providing seme
nto their writing.
need to know that thers

"right™ way to write:

235 work well for different

o

B

Mary Kilper

af connectors in wr?iéng. Therafore, St. Cloud Stats University
students might become beiter writers through St. Cloud, Mi
conversation.

In conclusion, I suguest that as part of 1 o
the tutor training program, the writing fonald Graves, Writing: Teachers and
center director and tutors should discuss Chitdren a3t Work {Portsmouth, KJ: Ablex,
various personality types [not atiitudes) 19857,
that itutors may encounter in conferences. =
It seems ifmporiant, also, for futers io know “Jofnn B. Johnson, "Re-evaluationm of the
their own personalities so that they might Guestion as a leaching Tool."™ ¥riting lab
betier understand different personality Mewsietier 10, no, 4 f?ggg‘; 1.4,
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