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As our newsletter group continues to LIST OF WRITING LABS GROWS--AND GROWS,
expand {see Helen Nsugle's rveport in the
next column), so do the questions sent I am happy to report that our list of write
in by our readers, One of the most fre- ing labs and learning centers is growing like
quent inquiries is for materials that can a weed. The response has been gratifying.
he used effectively to supplement tuto- am convinced there are no finer, more helpful
rial instruction, There 1is slse z con=- people than Enelish and reading lab workers,
tinuing interest in ways to individualize
instruction, i,e., methods that differ With nearly every letter listing a lah,
from classroom teaching. Your sungestions the writer offers his services or sends bro-
for general approaches are welcomed, but chures, agsignments, manuals, etc. to be
if you have some pedagogleal techniques shared. '
for specific kinds of instruction (such ,
a2g hew to correct run-ons, formulate top- . We hnve been able to pet people topether
ic sentences, develop parsgraphs, proof- for help and to supply material and names with
read for spelling errors, etc.}, this addresses,

can be equally useful,
There may he some few duplicatiens, but 3

Plezse gend your suggestions, comments, rough count reveals 75 labs on the first list
questions, ete,, plus names of new mem- published by the WRITING LAB NEWSLETTER, 14 on
bers and donations of two dollars to help the Supplement #1 and 11 on Supplement #2 and
cover mailing costs (with checks made pay~ 26 on Supplement #3, Eighteen more have been
able to me) to: added through the NEWSLETTER, and I have listed

nine in Ceorgia, making a total of 153. The
Muriel Harris eighty labs listed on David Sloane's NCTE list
Fditor, WRITING LAS NEWSLETTER and 76 on the CCCC list added to our original
pDepartment of English list pive us 2 grand total of 283 lab sddresses

Purdue University )
West Lafavette, IN 47907 Later 1 hope to break them down according

to type, location, ete., but right now I am
delighted simply to report the enthusinstice

MORE INFORMATION ON PEER TUTDRS response and to thank the editor and the
readers of THE WRITING LAB NEWSLETTER for mak-
Kenneth RBruffee (Brooklvn College- ing this service possible,

CUNYY, 2 member of our newsletter group,
7111 be speaking at the NCTE convention Helen Haugle
in November, His session, (B. 20, Nov. Georgia Institute of
7%, 10:15 -~ 11:45 a,m., Chambord Bm. 12, Technolopy
Americana Hotel), is entitled ''Preparing :
and Using FPeer-Tutors,” with reference to THE WRITING CLINIC AT ST, CLOUD
Writing Centers in two and four year col-
ieges, Professor Bruffee also calls our The 5t. Cloud Stzte University Writing
attention to Mark Smith's dissertation, Clinic was organized in 1968 within the En-
“Pear Tutoring in a Writing Workshop” glish Department, primerily to give supple-

{Yerox Microfilm catalogue #76-9320). mental help to studentz who have special
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problems in the two basic composition
courses here. Ue do welcome any othersfvwho
come,

i have ona or more gradunte assistants
whom I train during orientation sessions pre-
ceding fall quarter, We see from five to six
hundred students in an academic verr. We
keep a file on each student during a quarter,
recording progress made and work neaded: at
the end of each quarter the chief information
is transferred to a four-by-six card. These
cards, which take little storase space, be-
come permanent records that supply datsa needed
for such things as accountability studies of
surveys of clients and services.

During our first vears, our teaching matee-
rials consisted of certain books that were
kept available in the University Bookstore
and of handouts that I had created while
teaching courses in remedisl Enplish. Grad-
ually, the file of handouts grew, and now ve
use handouts as a basis for all our confer-
ences with the exception of one text, Spelling
Jour to Succegss by Mersand {Rarrvon). We
do not use tapes, siides, or computer pro-
rrams, preferring the personal conference ap-
proach.,

FTmes
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Cur method of evaluation is as follows.
We survey the students who have attended
from the twe general education composition
classes that azre taupht, reaching them
through their compesition teachers, Durines
the last week of classes in a qusarter, these
ingtructors are given brief guestionnaires to
distribute to their students who have attended
the t'riting Clinic; lists of the names are
supplied. The students £i11 out the gusstion-
naires nnonvymously and return them to the in-
structors, who then give them to the Writing
Clinic director,

This methed of evaluation works very well,
A minimum amount of time is required from
either student or instructer, for the gues-
tions are brief and the system is simple,
do nof attempt to measure vhether grade
changes are brought about by the Writing Clin-
ic becnuse too many varlables are invelved in
such a change., We do find out how students
feel about their Writing Clinic experience
and whether they think that change i3 needed,
Their ideas are grouped and tabulated to pive
an evaluation of the services of the Writing
Clinic,

e

Lorraine Perkins
Uriting Clinic Director
St. Cloud State University

ST, JOHN'S ADDS WRITING REQUIREMENTS
TO COLLOQUIWM

HWe are Iin the process of setting up a
vritine lab/workshop, and of course we are
interested in knowing hov other universi-
ties have gone about it, Our funds are
limited {2n »11 too standard beginningy,
but we intend to make the hest of 2 bad lor:
next year, we hope, our funds will be in-
creased. For this year, we will have one
instructor and two asalstants, 211 working
half-time or less. Of our 1,700 srudents,
we are not sure how many we will serve.

We shall begin by opening the lab te all
vho want help; instructors may, however,
refer students. Sheould we be overrun, we
will sereen clients and tnke only those
with basic writing problems. We exmpect
that most of our clients will be freshmen
who are required to take a colloguium
course.

The collequium offers courses in all
depariments (in the Enplish Department we
offer several different intraduction to
literature courses; freshman composition is
not offered}, The idea is that all depart-
ments will require students to work their
way through levels of reading and writiag
in their special field. ALl colloquium
instructers will use the gnme En~lish hand-
book (Heath's brief Handbook of Usage, 9th
ed.); how enthusiastically, 2nd well, math-
ematics Instructors will mark popers for
srammar remains to be seen,

Should anvy university haove a similar
program, we would like to set in touch with
them. Please write c¢/o Collepe of Arts snd
Sciences, St, John's University, College-
ville, Minnesota 56371,

Charles Thornbury
St. John's University
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Arshingki, Marian

Dept. of English

Flarids State Univ,
Tallahassee, Flerida 373056

Bator, Paul

Coordinator, Composition HWorkshop
467 Hancock

Detroit, Michigan 48202

Bruffee, Kenneth

Dept. of English
Brooklyn College~CUNY
Bedford Ave, and Ave, H
Brooklyn, ¥, Y. 11210

Burnes, Pat

English Dept.

University of Maine-Qrono
Orong, Maine DB&473

Communication Skills Center
East Tewxas State Uniwv,
Commerce, Texas 75428

Forman, Janis and David Van Becker
Dept. of English

San Jose State University

San Jose, CA 95192

Keony, John
Communications Divigion
Milton College

Milton, Wisconsin 33563

Kirszner, Laurie

Dept. of English

Philadelphia College of
Pharmacy and Scilence

Philadelphia, PA 19104

Yovich, Charles

Dept. of English Lang., & Lit.
University of Herthern Iowa
Cedar Fells, Iowa 50613

Lewis, Mineke

Dept. of English
Universiry of Tennessese
Fnoxwville, TH 37916

Mickles, Anne

Educational Opportunity Program
Loyola University

6323 M. Sheridan Road

Chicago, IL K0675

Nelson, Mrs. Larry
Re, 2, Box 8
Cotrtonwood, TN 37048

Nerth, Stephen M,
Depr, of English
SUNY-Albany

1400 Yashington Ave.
Albany, NY 12222

Perkins, Lorraine
Dept. of English

St, Cloud State Univ,
St. Cloud, Minn. 56301

Sadlon, John

Drector, Writineg Skills Center
Butler County Community Collegpe
College Drive, Oak Hiils
Butler, PA 16001

Tavior, Lee Roger, Jr.
Humanities Division,Brevard College
Brevard, North Carolina 28712

Yancey, Kathi

Dept, of Enplish

Purdue University

West Lafaverte, IN 47907



