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Last April, the WRITINC LAB NTWASLETTUR be-
can as the pewsletter for o zroup of gbout

60 people. Mow. when include rhis nparh's
supplementary list of Lhose wha have joined
us, our mriling list will hove grovn to abour
2000 We are wot only z laveer group Chan ouy
charter members anticipsted, we gre glso move

diverse in terms of the services our ladbs pro-
vide--ss evident in the articles Included in

this month’'s issue,

Please continue to send in vour coneribu-
rions feor the newsletter. vour dongtjons of
2 to help covev our rapidly increasing maii-

costs {with checks made payable to me},
names o new members Lo

Muriel Harris, editor
WHRITING LADR NEWSLLITYER
Depertoment of knglish
Purdue Universipty

Hest

Lafayet{e.tfﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁ?

The new Writi ‘kshop
College of Pharmacy and Sc
£

Toom, no special staf enuip-

sEE, an
ment or materiasls, It was created by one feg-
ulty member--me--in response to increasinuly

Tom

frequent guestions about writing problems
students and faculty ar all levels of coupe-
tence, 4 planned proposzl for a lormal writ-
ing laboratory had been shelved for lack of
funds, but the guestions continued, so I de-
cided to see whether the gservice could generale
its own fundin: by becoming a2 recogrized--and
indispensable-~-part oi the Colleye,

Thic semester, I have sef sside {our hours
each week to answer gquestions ‘effjecially’” in
my of fice, using books and exercises I bave
accumulated over the vears, To make this

“instant workshep” officiel, I first negoti-
ated a course reduction in exchange for myv Fu-
roring time, This wasn't hard to do, becsuse
hot department director and the Dean of

th my
eulty recognized a need for the service T
would be provwiding, I then arranged to be in-
reryiewed by a reporper for the {ollege news-
paper, who wyrote a frout-page story about the
workshop~to-be; I alsc wrote 3 note for the
faculty newsletter to further publicize my so-
far nonexistent seryice, Then, T designed and
duplicated a faculty referral sheet. and pul
ten coples of 1t, @nd an explanatory covering
letter, in each p{o?esser’s msillbox.,

[¥5)

411 last term I went about drumming up busin~
ess, . ! posted notices in prominent places,
made announcements to my students, buttonholed
other faculov members in the cafeteria, When
asked to Bive a presentation on writing term
papers in two bicleogy classes, I recommended in
stead rhat ssall groups of students come to the
WOTRShOon. also offered to use workshop time
tn proyide ongning consultations to these stu-

dents as they rvesearcnad, wrore. and revised
theiv papers. When a couple of faculty members

auditing my sclentific

expressed gn Interest in z
¢ that thevy see me

ay ™

vriting gourse, 1 suggest

duving weorkshop hourd. 1 also wolunteered to
meer regulstly with recent graduates of our
dovelopmeatal ‘English courses.

I am
ing to help with everything from |
skills to resegrgh parers o grt
ligation 7o resumds, [his semester, I
=
%

am open
the work-

=

s my in=
~time Servi:

shep will be well attended, |
1
g legitimale

f
stant worksphop’ may furn inte 2
with staff space, eguipment g
place {n the Collegs budger.

Ll e

Laurfe Lirsgzeer
thiladelphia (ollege of
Tharmagy and Science



Aurotutor - A Branching correct, the program proceeds tpo the next con
Self-Instruction Program cent pr example: if. however, the response is
incorre¢t. the machioe 'branches” oiff to 7 fr

The Autotutor System, mentioned on page 2. Vol.which explains the ervor, provides additional
I, Bo. 1 {(April, 1977) issue of the WRITING LAB correct exemples, #nd then returns to the ori

NEWSLETTER, incorporates an individual viewing  ingl frame for tha stﬂﬁent to reanswer the et
ronsole into which a 35 wm film-strip cassette iginal nuestion, hese machines are velative
is loaded. At the top of each "frame”’ as it is eypensive, 51100 per congsole. and app:cx;mate
projected on the view-screen, a point is made 850 per cassette: but they do offer some very

concerning the concept being studied, and bLelow good, comprehensive spelling, grammar. and
that two or three exsmples are given. Then, on punctuation lessons which veguire little teac
the same frame, a question is posed for the stu- er time with fairly well motivated students,
dent (e.g., "Which of the following sentences These machines are manufactured by Sargent-
is correctly punctuated?”), The student reads Welch Seientific Co.. 7300 N, Linder Ave..
this material at his or her own speed, and then Skokie, Tllinois 0078,

selects an answer by pushing 8 button tlabeled

TAT through "D7--at this point rhe "hranching" tonald RRyan
system comes into play., If the resngnse is Kansas City Kansas
5 pLiay P 5

Cowmunity College

- %”.
I heve thorvoughly enjoved veadias

I zm guite interested in writing labs and
1etier, pdrficulariv to discover
1

] would love fo join in on the exchange of ex-
ere currentiy are. I noftd ‘0 the e- perience,

i
h

Presently 1 am emploved as 2 Learning Skii!

ssspciation for weweﬁin? We Pla"ﬂpggmi Sﬁud?es Instructer at the University of Winnipeg. 3
in Post~Secondary Educaticn (thounh the tirle small Liberal Arts & Sciences college. 1 jus
does seem a bit cumbersome). I am yratilied recently completed my Naster's degree and the
to see that those of us with interests in this title of my research paper was ''Individualiz-
ESPECE of teaching are notl only gettin . fo- ing Freshman (omposition Programs.” 1In my pa
sether and communicetinyg buf alsc thal our T enthusiastically support writing laboratori.
special skills sre heinp recopnized. as the best way to bCeach Composition,

Christine I, Horn
Student Counselling Services
tniversity of Winnipeg

2
rewarding offshoots of o Y We are working on a laborafory course in
ing lab at Waubonsee Collepe was how much e basic writing with Mary FBpes and would be in-
teachers involved shared of ocur methods and terested in 1earﬂing more aboul phthers workin
pitilosophies during ocur o L%}*zdtLWnai meevings, a:r this level,

f a depaviment of nine, four woleed in ferolyn Kirkpatrick, Dept, of Engli
the project, and a couple of ereﬁ sharply York College-CUNY
in our views toward teaching *ap—“er s we Jamaica, NY 11451

thought, Once we started communicaring, hov~
ever, we realized how illusionary manv of
differences were, how many were hased on

T will be directing 2 ”riﬁ€ng Center nex[
yesr znd want to keep in touch with current
inferences, Wy the time we were throuvh t ideas and concerns ol writing lab personnel.
ing, arguing {(and on some days even shoutinad. This semester I will be finishing my dissert:
511 of us had a greater appreciatioen of and res- tion on the revision strategies of ten stude:

pect for not only each other as teachers but writers and ten professionzl writers, The d:
also the entire process of teaching vriting. I collected concerning students' attitudes .
Wish rhar starr we continued to exchanse iews wards revision, rewriting, and editing micht
and information, and as o resuli we 58w OUr nf some {nterest far your newsletter 38 irb
teaching effectiveness improve. challenges many of the assumptions implicit i:
various teaching methods and models, I will
Jim HKolsky write s part of the research into a short in-

formal piece {or vour newslelter,
Nancy Sommers
Goston University
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Using this approach in remedial wr
courses, I have found that 40 to 50 percent
can achieve the needed competencies in a fall
cuarter, They later succeed in the [ivst
cuarter of English composition (the cour
for which they ore being remediated) wit
percent of them succeeding a! the £ level
better, However, the sucuess rate decrcases
in the next quarter of English composition
{72 percent) and plummets in the third {31
percent). The dropout rate is proporticnacely
higher each successive guarter, too.

for those whe did not succeed duvring the
firge quarter, the prevailing factors workipg
against their fellows are even stronger, and
success is likely then during the [lirst quar-
ter, Sometimes they cannot succeed in three
quarters,

butb it
it has

It's still the best system 1 know,
does not work as well jn isolation as
the potential for.

Louise Clara

Division of Special Studies
South Georgia Clollege
Douglas, Ceorgia 31533

.\(_'r,:-.

The Writing Lab atv
Arigham Young Universit

t3rE Y

The writing lab at BYU is part
Services Center, housed in th

and offering assistance in math,

iﬂq

reading, writ-

in, effective study, and communicstions skills.

Gver 1000 students use the services of the [en-
rer dafly,
The writing lab is an tegral part nf the

General Education program,
A1l freshmen students at BYU
pass a proficiency test in basic writing skills
in order to meet the Jeneral Educarion require-
ment in composition. The tesc, which we call
an Tevaluation,’” consists of a 70-item obiec-
Live test and two essays (written in a three-
hour period, on contrasting topics), The ob-
jective test attempts to measure proilclency
in Orammar mechanics and basic vhetorical prin-
ciples, We are in the process of dev Qiﬁp-”g
equivalent forms of this test, aad relining it
in other ways.

are required to

A similar measure of writing pv

exists at the junioer level. Awgsi

#gke an objective Lest; and they submit
vhree short papers, plus & library research
paper, as evidence of gefual writing skill.
The principal function of the writing lab
is to help students acquire the skills they
need to pass these evaluations., About 125
students each semester use the lab service
exclusively as preparation, Students enrolled
in other writinz classes come teo the lab forv
special assistance, We are trying to derer-
mine if the lab can be 2 more efficient prep~
aration than traditional classroom instructiow
at least a better option for certain kinds of
students, However, the English Department is
quite strongly committed to traditional class-
room instruction,

Salaries for writing tutors are paid by the
English Departueat Support {fscility, sec-
retarial help, supplies. etc.) is paid by the
General (ollege.

T time, we pléo to offer writing assistance
o 21l students at the university, whatever
heir needs. AL present, we have special sec-
rions for honor students, Philosophy 105 (E-
valuating Arguments and Evidence) students,

SL students. journalism studeats, and for
grauaatc studenrs in recreation,

e

inssructional mnteria
laboratory kinds of mat
tected in a8s great a variety as pract1ca Ble,
Twe or ghree tutors zre available always for
individual assistance, We also have scheduled
abgut a dozen small-group. lecture~discussion
sessions weekly in a small room in the lab
{up to 20 students). Topics arve announced
is gdvance: thesis, organization. paragraph-
inwg, gras 1 eto,

mechanics.,

vete students, revtifying in Englis
s reﬁder invelusble sevrvice threugh
ips arranged by the English educatien
The other four tuters are graduate

im is o gbbrace students who
ggaﬁ 1 hHelp ov who are ﬂiilzﬁg
ralte rhe initiative fo lear
writing skills in the {lexible lab-tvpe
setting.

Youn Universit



LEEGLE LOUrSes 10 Bne s
Learning - 2 Tenuvaer

T might describe some of our programs ar K&n-
sas City Xansas Community College s & partial

response (o the
no. 3, the June

quastions mentioned in ¥ol. 1,
1977 issue of the WRITING LAR
NEWSLETTER., We offer four basic credit courses
in our lab, end are currently developing mini-
courses, for credit, to supplement these,

Our Basic Skills course offers remedial help
in both reading and writing, We use the EDL
Controlled Readers, one per student, to help
students read at their own grade lewvels and
check their comprehension of the material thev
have read, prior te writing about those mate-
rials. One compesition instructer teaches each
section, which is limited to g maximum aof fif-
teen students, With the reading machines, the
autotutors, and various audio casvette proegrams
as aids, this instructor can work individually
with each student on specific writing problems.
We often require this course of students who
display reading weaknesses on 1 7-minute screen-
ing test administered to all incoming freshmen,
or of students who show writing problems in
their first few Composition I efforts. ‘The
course carvies I credit hours teward graduation,
and is graded simply P/HC. Criteris for credit
include elimination of major gramaatical, punc-

tuation, aund spelling errnrs, and a2 demonstra-
tion of reading abilities adequate to college-
level texts.

Our Study Skills course, which is sti1l in
the experimental stage, offers help to the aver-
age student who needs instruction in develop-
mental writing skills, notetaking [vom lecrures
and texts, outlining, test taking, and textbook
surveying and wvocabulary developmental writing

sikilis, notetaking from lectures and texts, oput-
lining test taking, and textbook surveying and
vocabulary development (both peneral and spec-
ialized). This course is our attempt at ex-
panding the services of the lab bevond the needs
of only the English Department. We received a
State Department of Education Grant for our pi-
lot program in Nursing, and it proved promising
enough that we received a three year grant for
the expansion of the course,
ment pives us at least some of the credit for
reducing theiy asttrition rate from 10 to 157
three years ago to only 2 to 3% this past semes-
ter, This course, too, offers 2 hours of credit
toward graduation, and is sraded P/NE.
We also offer a Spelling course for 1 hour
credit, and a Math course for 1 hour
{(both P/HC). The Math course is simplyv &
basic review of Whole Numbers, Fracticons,

credit

hec-

The Pursing Depart-

imals,
on the

Percentages, and Rafio and Propoviion
Autotutor svstem: lirrle or no teacher
time is invelved., We are also working out
minl-gourses in grammar, punctuation, note~
taking, vocabulary development, etc,

We sre still a part
ment, and some of our
budget; and our grant obviously adds to our
vesources. However, the fact that we can of-
fer credit for, and hence charge tuition for,
nur courses is an option that we consider

v of consideration by other writing labs

of the English Depart-
funding comes from that

Certainly, 1t mav Le stretching a point to
grant college credit for the development of
skills prerequisite ro vegular college work;
on the other hand, we limit the credit hours
applicable to graédatﬁon we do not allow our
courses te satisfiy any requiremenmt {n Composi

ripn, Literature, or elsewhere, and we can
argue to the administration that our programs
are to some extent sell-supporting,

bonald ¥, Rhyan
Kansas City Kansas
follege

Community

THNSTRUCTION:

i Waa o add

T I I
ERICKSON 5 ﬁR

concept ig egpeniallw
n ividualized 12b program.

ust ne emploved in itfs entirety,
resuppases compelency-based

identify what

struction. consti~

tutes mastery learning {what cowpetencies ave
recuired for success at the next levell, desif
diagnost dures ro determine where a he-
ginning nd pro ide materials tha
nilow seli-pasing and aE*ernative nodes of
learning, the concept {5 workable

counseling

school.
ment is
Hffi
pergen

rthere
nust he
rages.
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Arts & Sciepnces Retentinn~-i0PL
pox 3335

New Mexico state University
.as Uruces, <ew Mexico 354007

Harher, Mary
Cleveland State Community College
F.0. pox 1205

Cleveland, Tean. 37311

Barry, Marv
17 vakhurst Road

Beverly, Mass. 01915

e

tosie Communications LU-7710
2200 N. Freeway
iiniversity of Southern {vlorado

fuehlo, Celovado 821601

Cook, Philip
Linguistics
and Arts

Jan Jose State University
San Jose, Califoynia 35197

Frogranm, Scheool of Humsnities

Freedman, A,
Department of English
Carleton University
Ortawa, Canada KIS 5406

rinchuk, Robert
Department of English
St. Peter's Coliege
Rennedy Foulevar
Jersey Cite, N, I, 057306

Horn, Christine
Student Lounselling Ser
210 Bryce Hall
University of Winnlipeg
Winnipeg, Canada X33 187

viges

Inners, Josg

uffolk County Community follege
Western Campus, Crocked Hill Read

fBrentwood, H. Y. 11717
Jacobs, Irene

itumanities Department
Frederick Community
Frederick, Marvland

{irpatrick, Carclyn
bepartment of Enslish
York Collepe-CURY
Jamaica, H. Y. 11451

qeiracken, Nanov
fneliabh Denmartment
Youngstown State University

Younystown, Uhio

P e
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Mazon, Richerd

nepartment of Humanities
*iichigan fech, Uni.ersity
Hougphton, lichigan 439731
ﬁxt%uwabu Judith

Erilish vepartment
Aclantic Community (ollece
fays Tanding, M. T, 08370

Meuninga, Alvin
£n lish Lepartment
University of Wisconsin-Platteville

Platteviile, Wisconsin 53%15%

Kansas Citv Kansas Community College
7750 State A enue

Kansas City, Hansas 661172

deberts, Elizaberth

sﬁﬁﬂgﬂlﬁailﬁﬂ %kilés Center

ilererick Me
Ohio Hort 'e%n Lﬁ’ve*sw*v

Ada, Ghio 45310
Serivtehiield. Sandra
7G40 Himael Streer
tairborn, Ohio 45374

Sommers, lHancy
e &
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5 Potter Htyveet

k3 3 f
irunswick, Maine SR O

. Michael
at of Epzlish
ve-(UNY
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