WRITING LAB
NEWSLETTER

Vel., 111, He. 2 {Octeber, 1978}

Severas]l recent requests for informetion short-term help. ARBE, GED, ESL, and UHTA stu-
from our readers have been for supgestions dents also use the Center, Tasieslly, the Cen-
for useful diagnostic toeols and also for rer works with the full range of writin<, readi

sources of funding. Ancther reader asks study skills, vesearch, znd speech problems,

whether individualized instruction {5 success- Uovever, tutors are alse availsble [o. account-

ful hecause it ie more supportive or becsuse ing, math, and chemistry,

it pifers 2 kind of dinstructinn which is dif-

ferent in kind from thst which is offeved in Staffing is made up of twoe full-time, tenured

the classreom. What's your soswer? members of the English Department {one writing
snd one reading instructor), with full-sad parvte

Please send your articles, nsmes of new time temporary instructers as needed, One sec-
membera, and donations of &7 (with checks made retary who functieons 3s s parsprofessionsl is the
payahle to me) to: third full-time emplovee. Part-time ztudent

tutors and clerical help complete the staif,

Myriel Harris, editor
WRITING LAB NEWSLETTER Students =re assioned te the ASC on the hrsis
Department of English of their ACT scores or performance on & theme
Purdue University test. Gome are self-assigned. Courses are not
Uest Lafavette, IN 47907 designed for transfer credit but carry elective
' ‘ sraduation credit, Attendance for the last full
The Emporis State University ¥riting Lab academic year (1976-77) totslled 1907, with 1628

and Reading Departments are hosting 2 confer- enrclled in couvrses and 279 referrals.
ence on 3 November on the topic: Where Do He

Srand in Kansas?: Respurces for Meeting the The ASC administers a diaspnostic reading test
Challenge of Reading and Uriting Deficiencies. co 11 mewly envolled Enslish 101 stufents fn the
For further information please contsct Faye firetr wpek of rhe ©711 semester. The Mursing
Vowell, English Department, Emporis State Department requires students whe apply for read-
University, Emporia, Fansas 66801, mission te complete s sequence of skills develeop-

ment in the A30. Starting in August, 1978, the
foorball coach —ill reguire the entire sguad to

Joliet Junior College take diagpostic rending and writing tests in the
Acadenmic 5kills Center fenter, The automotbive instructors are s2lso ve-

nuiring disgnostic resding tests of =211 students

This is the ninth vear of operation of the  ip their program, These arve hut » few evsmples
Academic Skills Center of Joliet Junior Col-  of department-wide referrals,
lege, Individuslized courses in the (lenter
include the following: Enplish 020 (Develop- Pinencing the Center is through Illinois State
mental Reading), English 09C (Speed Reading), aid, Illinois Community College Poard, and tui-
English 010 (Developmental Writing), English  rion. 7The totel yearly budpget fov 1976~1977 was
101, and English 102, For five years English approximetely $67,000. Professional staff sal-
010 students who qualify for English 101 in sries are budgeted through the division of Lib-
the ASC have been able to complete it durinp  eral Arts and Sciences. lHon-professiensl staff,
the same semester or the next one, In addi-  hardware, snd software sre budpeted throush the
tion, students may take varisble credit in Aivision of Learning lesouvees and Co-Curricular
both veading snd writing in desired areas of  s.pqvities. As = result, super-ision of senff
need. HAeferrals {zelf and staff) rcome in for ; .
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Learning Resources and (o-Curriculsr Activi-
ties, The ASC director is R. Brandolino, Desn
of Learning Resources and Co-urriculsr e~
tivities,

Instructionsl methods and materials used
are typlcal of an individualized approach
operation: ong-to-one tutorial, brief smsll
group lectures, diagnostic testing, programmed
instruction moterisls, pre-and post-unit test-
ing, cassettes, TV tapes, slides, reading
mzchines, self-pacing, peer tutoring, instruc-
tor and student selection of lesrning mate-
rials, and commercial and instructor developed
materials,

Services offered by the ASC staff ip addi-
tion to courses and work with referrals in-
clude faculty workshops, readability reports
on texthooks, small group student registra-
tion in career departments, informal counsel-
ing, residual placement testing, tutering for
CLEP, GRE, LSAT, TOEFL tests, etc,

The ASC is computer-menaged with bi-weekly
printouts of total student hours, lessons
completed, maiors, and last attendance dstes.
For students behind schedule, letters are
automatically generated and sent out by the
Gffice of Admissions. TPhone follow-ups are
used constantly to encourage students to
meet their commitments,

The key to the success of our program is a
welcoming physical envivenment, plus & warm,
supportive staff wvhich tries to allay the
anxieties of students in need of help, In
addition to gaining needed academic skilis,
students have the opportunity to develop a
sense of self-sufficiency and self-confidence
through their experiences in the Academic
Skills Center.

Myra J. Linden
Joliet Junior College
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Training enti ish Teachers
%n ﬁ n& ?%iar'ﬁanéer

The instructional value of the Illincis
State University Writing Center is almost lirm-
itless, but the variery of situetions in whi-h

collesgues at other schools teach makes shar-
ing that value a bit preoblematic, Visitors to
the Center have come from graduste institu-
tions similar to Illiianis 3tste, from private
four year colleges, from public community col-
leges, and from secondary and middle gchools.
All our visitors have had ene thinpg in common,
They all wished to know who staffs our Writing
Center. At Tilinois State we heve twe faculty
tutors and fourteen student tutors. Where does
one find student tuters? Hach scheol i3 ob-
viously different: schools like 1Illineis State
con use graduste snd undergradustes. Four and
two yvear schools can use underpgradustes; even
secondary and middle schools use some peer tu-
torins. All thege non-professionals need train-
ing. Writing lab evperience is ome of the best
wvays for the future teacher of writing to get
that training., In addition, 2 specisl ceurse
and staif meetings add to professionsl instruce
tion,

Tutors come teo the {enter through 2 variety
of spurces. The Illinpis Stete English Depsart-
ment offers g Doctor of Arts In community col-
lege teaching. Tecause one reguirement for de-
aree candidstes is that thev zslready be em-
ployed as composition teachers either at the
secondary or post-secondery level, the most ex-
perienced tutors enter through this proavam.
These tutors, therefeore, are alresdy well-
equipped teachers of ~riting vhen they begin
work, Masters candidates are often similar to
the D.A, candidates in ewxpevience. Approxi-
mately half the Masrers z2ssistantships
1ish are aswarded 1o individuris with prior
teaching ewperience, These tutors, along ~rith
the doctoral candidates, {orm the core of the
Uriting Center staff, Usually five to seven of
the fourteen staff members ave graduate students,

The remainder of the staff ig selected from
students cheosen to participate in the Illinois
State Undergraduste Teaching Assistant pro-
gram. Each vear approximately sixteen of the
best English maiors and minors are offered
assistauntships. Tfesides being poid to tuter in
the Writing Center or to work with a faculty
member in a composi*iﬂg class, the students are
alse given credit for a special ecpurse entitled
indergraduate Teaching Experience. 1t is in
that course and in the Writioe Center staff
meetings that tutors gein formal training in the
teaching of —ritine. The class meeis twice per
ek, and staff meetings are held -eckly, In
these formal situvations tutors learn methods,
review besics of usace and A7, discuss
rhetaorie, and practice paper marking, The
latter is Importont because 1t iz io merking
the papersz that » tutor disceovers what he or
she really knowg abour writing.
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In both class sessione and ztaff meetings,
the tutors learn about two different methods
of working =ith student papers. The first is
the tutor's approach, The tutor shows the
student where the weak spots are but does not
Tewrite the paper. That paper may also be an
indicator of special problems the student may
need to alleviate., Since tuters ave alse
likely to be working in either & regular com-
position class or in a developmental class in
the Center, the other method of marking papers
also has to be taught., That method is, of
course, the usual "finzal grading’ =211 English
teaschers knov too well. Tutors never actually
grade papers, but on occasion in their class
assignments they de mark papers, lesving the
instructor to add the grade,

Seeing both these merhods of marking papers
helps students in their own writing as well
ag in their teaching., Both students and
reachers need to see that comments and correc-
tions should lead to revision and rewriting.
Very few pood papers are written just once,
Writing Center tutors 2#ve more awere of that
truth than many English teachers because the
rewriting process goes on hefore the tutor’s
eyes,

Besides working with students and their
papers, tutors also work with materisls, The
Writing Center is equipped with texts of all
kinds~-rhetorics, handbooks, workbooks, read-
ers, There are alse learning packets, hand-
outs, sample essays, and many other reusable
and reproducible items, In addition, there
iz 8 computer terminal with stored programs,
and there are various kinds of boxed programs,
In the formal training sessions tutors begin
to know matevials, but the word of mouth ree-

ommendations in the Center during working
hours help even more, ZERach tutor learns to
know the materials that are best for 2 given
problem, The tutors have also developed & red
three~ringed noteboek, In 1t are full lists
of handy pleces to go for a guickly needed
item. When z tutor discovers 2 useful itewm,
he or she notes the source in the notebook,
That way evervone can share the informstion.

Janice NHeuleibd
Yriting Center Dirscter
Illinois State University

Special TProjects in LeCusrdia’s
Writing Center

Below is a summary of new programs st the
LaGuardis Comaunity College Writine (enter:
I. BLL - Second Lenguage Learners

This is & specizl program for students coming
directly from ZSL 102, 4As vou know, most of
these students have unique problems. The SLL
group has developed —eekly learning medules
with special materials and exercises to deal
with these problems in =n optimum wey.

II. A-Y for "Category” repesters
Students ~heo were in (stepory
vrouns {those who read bhelow rhe
level} and did not pass the
placed inte nn audio-visual
dents will continue te work in groups but «ill

be uging film strips, vides a7 angd other
sight and sound programs to heln keep their in-
terest during thisz, their thi~d cuarter of Tas-
ic English.

Trsie cnglish
ninth grade
Evam sre being

Thegse stu-

Exit

III, GO - Catepory Composition

Thoge category students whe mansped to pess
the Exit Exam and are now in Tasic Composition,
=111 need extra hely so that they =ill not lose
the skills they worked =0 hs~d to zcauire in
Fundementals of ¥Writing, We heve desipned an
eight-week module te reinforce the vhetorieal
stratepies they will he lesrning in Hasic Com-
position while reviewing basic grammar,

WUerkshep

We will be vunning & weekly warkshop for stu-
dents intervested in any kind of crestive writin:,
He hope these informal groups will help make
students awsre of the joy thst
bring once it is seen as a unicue and wonderful
instrument of communication.

s E -~
Criting oan

¥, A1l other students «ill continue setting
l1-to-1 help by appointment.

Marian Arkin
Hriting Center Divector
Latusrdie Community Oollege
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Ackerman, John

Depaertment of Humanistic Studies
Lincoln University

Jefferson Ciry, Me. 65101

Bilson, Barbars
2619 Pearl Street
Santa Monica, nA Y0405

Belin, Cheryl
11923 parlington, Ape, #7
Los Angeles, CA 90049

Calsbeek, Douglas
Skille Lab
Nerthwestern Oollepe
Orange City, Iowa 51041

Camera, Fred

Writing Lab

Rhode Islend Jr. Oollege
400 East Avenus

Warwick, RI 0728386

Canpbell, Kate

Verbal Skills Coordinstor
8t. Olaf College
Northffeld, Minn, 55057

Clavton Jr. College
5900 Herth Lee Street
Morrow, Georgla 30260

Crowley, Gillisn

Learning Skills Department

Mount Royal Coliege

4825 Richard Road S, W.

Calgary, Alberta CANADA TIE 6K6

Dorenkamp, Angela
Writing Resouvrce Center
Assumption Conllepe

500 Salisbury Street
Worcester, Mass, O160%

Engliah Degartmeﬁt
Emporiz State University
Emporia, Kansas 663801



Feiton, Janece

Learning Resource Center
Wichita State University
Wichita, Kansasz 67208

Gotimer, Mary

College of Mt. 8t. Vincent
Mt. 5t, Vincent-on-Hudson
Riverdale, NY 10471

Green, Larry
Learning/Assessment Center
Our Lady of the Lake University
411 5.W. 24th Street

San Antpnio, Tewas 78285

Hickmen, Dixie Elise

161 Strode Towver

English Department

Clemson University

Clemson, South Carolina 29631

Holmes, Anne

English Section Leader

Foothill College Tutorial Center
Foothill College

12345 £1 Honte Rozd

Tos Altos, CA 94022

Yatly, Patrick
Communications Laboratory
Central State Uaiversity
Wilberforce, Ohie 45384

LaMont,
Box §
Pikes Peak Community College
5675 §. Academy Blvd. '
Colorado Springs, Colovads 80906

HeCollum, Alonzo L.
HECP Office
Dowling College
Oakdale, NY 1176%

Robert

Merriil, 5. H.
Hew address:
135 Crawford Ave.
Somerset, KY 42301

Mooney, Gail
Department of English
Westmar College

Le Mars, Towa 510731

Muzic, Veronica
Developmental Studies

Williamsport Area Community College

1005 West Third Street
Yilliamaport, PA 17701

Hosofsky, Willism

Dean of Academic Affairs

Five Towns College

2350 Merrick Avenue
Merrick, NY 11566

Riely, Mary

Reading Lab, 7.0, brawer 2000

Florence~Darlington Technical

Florence, 3outh Caroline 29501

Rutger, Jeanine
IL.earning Lab

I1linois Central (ollege
Fast Peoria, I11, 616735

S+, Amand, Paul

Institute of HMedia and Arts
Department of Developmental 5t
5. Oklahoma City Jr. College
7777 5. May

Oklahoma City, Ckla, 7731359

Snook, Donald

Gadsden State Jr. College
George . Wallace Drive

fagt Godsden, Alabama 359073

Special Programs, Pox 151
William Carey College
Hatviesbhurg, Miss, 7%401

Upward Bound

Bloomfield Colliege

467 Franklin Street
Bloomfield, 1, .J. 07003

Veit, Richard

Department of English
University of MNaorth Zarolinz-
ilmington, H. O. 28401

Wood, Hancy

Study Skills and Tutorial Se
University of Texas at El Pa
%1 Pasn, Tewas 73%&

Zener, Pamelsz

Center for Learning Assistance
Governors State University
Tark Forest South, 111. 50466

Micheel
new address:
epar L t
Bepartuent
P.0. Box 1
Huntsville,

Zimecki,
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14t available from:

Helen Haugle
Department of Ingplish
cenrgia Tech

Atlanta, GA 303372
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