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Afrer all the excitement of the 4C's, those
of us who attended have returned home to mull
over what we learned, to read through those
piles of handouts we kept collecting, and to
write to new friends we made, Since each of
us carried away our own impressions and con-
clusions from all the sessions on writing
labs, it would be useful to us all if some
of our members who attended would write arti-
cles {short or long) gathering up some of
these threads or collecting into lists bits
of information we've gleaned on the present
status and future promise of writing labs.

Having challenged you, I hereby offer my 3.
“report’':

1. Writing labs are thriving and, while
still in a state of growth, have already
become one of the major areas of con-
centration in the field of composition.
In the 1976 4C's program, writing labs
were listed as one of the seveg major
topics dealt with in multiple confer-
ence sesgions. In addition to the five
sessions on writing labs sc adeptly co-
ordinated by Janice Neuleib (Illinois 4,
State University), there was also the
Special Interest Segsion op Writing Labs
which attracted over 150 people! From
all zhis, I have a strong sense not
only of the continued growth of labs
but also of the establishment of labs
as integral parts of composition pro-
grams.

2. But, despite the recognition that facil-
ities for individualized instruction in 5.
writing skills are needed in every writ-
ing program, some labs still exist at
the periphery of the academic structure.
The result, tooc often is less pay, less
job security, and no access (o tenure,
Recause of thig, some lab directors at
the 4C's business meeting expressed
interest in introducing a resolution
at next year's 4C's conference which

would address these problems. Cer-
tainly the newsletter can serve as a
forum in which te begin discussing
such a resolution. If someone is alsgo
interested in teking on the task of
perhaps polling members of our group
and organizing an effort to propose an
appropriate resolutiony; I can include
in the June issue of the newsletter
{the last one for this semester) any
article or announcement received by
May 15th. Whatever arrives after thst
date will be included in fall issues.

The coordination of next year's Special
interest Session on Writing Labs is in
the capable hands of Lil Brannon (Univ.
of North Carolina at Wilmington), and
her call for papers appears on page I
of this i{ssue of the newsletter. Be-
cause of new program deadlines for next
year's 4C's deadlines imposed by the
NCTE, it is imperative that your respon-
ses reach Lil Brannon within the next
few weeks.

There is a readily apparent, perhaps
even an acute need for more publications
on labs and the whole process of tuto-
rial instruction in writing. We need
more books, more journal articles, and
perhaps even a refereed journal devot-
ed to articles on research and methodol-
ogy in iabs. As a beginning, & call

for manuscripts for a proposed book of
articles on labs is included on page 4.

Helen Naugle, who has done a superb and
much appreciated job of supplying our
membership list to anyone requesting it,
will be leaving the country for awhile
and will be unable to continue handling
this responsibility. Several people
ave investigating the possibility of
taking on the job, and by next month's
igsue we should be able to announce
more details.



6., Literally dezens of people rtock s few
moments from their busy schedules dur~
ing the 4C's conference to introduce
themselves and to tell me how useful
they have found the newsletter to e, 1
herewith convey these tributes to the
appropriate people, the contributors to
pur newsietter who provide us with all
the useful interchanpge of {ideas and
suggestions,

If we are to stay im contact with each
other as a group and to coantinus ex-
changing information, then we need your
articles, reviews, suggestions, and an~
nouncements, I look forward to hearing
from you, especially during the summeyr
when there just might be a few guiet
moments in which te write an article, =2
review, & letter, or whatever,

Please send your articles, names of new
members, and donations of $2 to help de-
fray duplicating and mailing charges
(with checks made payable to me} to:

Muriel Harris, editor
WRITING LABR NEWSLETTER
Department of English
Purdue University

West Lafavette, 1IN 47907

The January, 1979 issue of the Wisconsin
English Journal is focused entirvely on writing
labs, with articles describing & variety of
approaches and also a variety of writing lab-
oratories in Wisconsin, Single copled can
be purchased, for $1,75, from: '

Dr. Nicholas J. Karolides
University of Wisconsiun-~River Fails
River Falls, WI 54022

At the CCCC in Minnespolis, a supply of
pamphlets I brought along, "The Writing Lab"
was quickly exhausted., Muriel Harris sug-
gested that I run off more copies and make it
available through WLN for any persons whe
wish a copy. The six-page pamphlet iz & com-
pilation of sources of information for de~
veloping a writing lab and includes a listing
of key areas for decision making in setting
up & 1lab or rethinking its direction. To get
a copy, send a stamped {15¢), self-addressed
anvelops to:

Mildred Steele
Skills Coordinater
Central College
Palla, lowa 30219

¢all for Program Participants
Special Interest Session
for Writing Lab Directors and Staff
1980 0CCC's {Washingteon, B.C.)

Recsuse of the extreme success of the 1979
Special Interest Section {(thanks to Muriel
Harris's enerpv), Lynn Troyka, the 1980 pro-
gram chairpersen, has asked that I organize
apother session for next year, After dis-
cussions with Rudolph Almasy and Muriel
Barris, past chairpersons for the session, I
decided to continue the session using the
same format that has been established-~the
exchange table of materials, two or three fore
mal papers {15 minutes), and small special in=
terest workshops. I need your help. If you
would be interested in being a keynote speak-
er for our session, organizing the material
exchange table, or conducting & 45 minute work-
shop, please contact me no later than June 1.
{Workshop leaders please send detatiled ab-
stracts; speakers please send completed papers).
If you have any ideas on how to improve the
rhe program formalt, oY any special toplcs you
wish covered, please contact me alse. 1 lock
forward to hearing from you,

L.il Brannon
Director of Comwposition and
the Writing Center
University of North Carelina
at Wilmington
Wilmington, N.C. 28401

Report of the 1979 Special
Interest Session Discussion
Group on Evaluation in
Writing Labs

The group first discussed record keeping.
Everyone generally agreed that the key to
effective evaluation is efficient record
keeping. We need precise recovrds on time
spent with students as well as about what we
do with studemts, Deans always want spe-
cifics.

The group then digcussed evaluation forms,
Do we give evaluation forms to every student



sr ¢o srudents at random? One lab director
sends ocut forms to every tenth student who
has come to be tutored im the lab. Others
pick a day toward the end of the semester of
a week and give evaluation forms to ail who
come within that peried.

T mentioned the Assoclation of Fersonal-
ized Learning Frograms in Illineis., That
group is developing a systeém of interlab vis-
jtatian and evaluation within the state so
that we can evaluate each other--rather like
a kindly INCATE review!.

The group asked about emperical studies
and discussed how hard it is to do emperical
research in a lab, Control groups are dif«
ficult to define, and variables more than
miltiple,

Some of the participants discussed the
granting of credit in the lab so that we céan
prove that we are carrying our load of cred-
it hours, Others argued that lab can never
do what it is intended to do and alsc gener-
ate enough credit hours teo compete with reg-
ular classes. Even composition classes can-
not do that,

We discussed methods of showing our ef-
fects on students’ grades. Faculty and stu-
dent reports were mentioned, as well as com~
puter searches were suggested. The problem
here is still & control group. Who is to
gay that other similar students did not im-
prove just as much?

Finally, we talked about letting pedple
know we exist, Ads, faculty seminars, pos~
ters~-a2ll were mentioned.

Discussion group leader:
Janice Weuleib (Illinocis State}

Recorder: Anne Hibbard
{University of Minnesota~
Minneapolis)
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Book Review

Cases for Composition by John P. Field and
Robert H, Weiss. Little, Brown and Compény,
1979, 256 pp., $4.95 paperback,

Cases for Composition is not the typical
workbook or programmed material so often
found in use at Writing Labs, It is, how-
ever, a provocative and imaginpative presen-
tation of writing tasks., It is my belief
that Writing Labs, Workshops, or Centers,

must encompass and associate themselves

with the entire writing process: invention,
writing, revising, and proofreading. Labs
must not isolate themselves, Labs must
therefore be equipped with materials like
Cagses for Composition, which can be used in-
dividually or in small groups.

Cases for Composition 1z very different
from the typlcal freshman reader; it is in=-
tended to be so. Field and Welss have writ=~
ten a tidy, compact and useful book wherein
the readings are ''cases’ and the assignments
are real communication "tasks.” The writing
situations, or cases, are presented as real~
istic situations which draw the reader/writ-
er into the role of active participant. The
book could be effectively used in the Writ-
ing Lab as well as the regular classroom.

Cases for Composition contains fifty actu~
al cases accompanied by 148 writing assign~
ments based on the cases, Each of the cages
can easily be read in ten to twenty minutes
and is followed by two or three writing as-
signments. A typical case describes 2 prob-
lematic siutation; for example, in case #23
a student is suddenly thrust inte the role
of representative for a newly formed yoga
ciub and is asked to write to the Dean on
behalf of the club, The assignments ususlly
call for the writer to respond to the prob=-
lematic situation (keeping in mind audience,
context, and purpose)} by writing letters,
composing statements, writing essays, draft-
ing reports, etc.

The introduction to the instructor pro-
vides rthis information: "With cases, stu-
dents sometimes have to gwitch roles or
vaeices, to view a task from several perspecs
tives, and, as in real writing situations,
to write about the same subject to different
audiences and for different purposes.” In
addition to a rhetorical glossary, the book
contains a final section which groups the
cases inteo useful divisions baged upon tra-
ditional rhetorical modes and contemporary
thematic concerns.

The cases allow teachers or tufors to enm-
phasize pre-writing heuristics as means of
exploring, analyzing, and ordering a given
situation, The book does not dwell on
proofreading skills and would probably best
be used in conjunction with a grammar hand-
book or workbook, Its design and content
are flexible enocugh to be applicable to any
freshman writing class, but Cases seems pars
ticularly suited to the basic or develop-
mental writing class or writing lab situation.



A potential danger of Cases for Composi-
tion is that it often places students in
artificial situstions, although many of the
cases resemble real-life experiences stu-
dents are apt to have, A possible antidote
to the artificiality of the cases would be
ro allow students, once they are familiar
with handling the cases, to design, write,
analyze, and respond to cases they write
for themselves and for each cther.

Payl G. Bator

Writing Workshop

Wayne State University
O e
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In the Spring 1978 issue of Community
College Fromtiers {pp. &-7) is a challeng-
ing article by Karl Taylor, a member of our
newsletter group and Chairman of the Adulr
Basic Education program at Illinois (entral
College. His article offers suggestions
both for administrative structures and ser-
viges that learning centers need Lo develop
in order to remain “the cutting edge of col-
lege instruction.” He has kindly offered
to send copies o anyone interested in read-

ing the article. Write to:

Karl K. Taylor, Chairman
Adult Basic Education
Illinois Central Collegse
Fast Peoria, Tllinecls 615635

¢all for Manuscripts §$

Manuseripts are invited for a projected book
on writing labs, to be edited by Muriel Harris
and Donald Gallo. Axrticles should be of use
to college and/or high school educators inter-
easted in starting & lab or expanding existing
facilities and should focus on topics such asg
starting a lab, selecting and training tutors,
explaining or evaluating & lab's effective~
ness, integrating it into & composition pro-
gram, or expanding the uses and services of a
lab, plus discussions of various kinds of struc-
tures of labs, effective materials, etc,

Please send two copies of & manugcript, with
a stamped, addressed return envelope before
January 1, 1980 to:

Muriel Harris
Department of English
Purdue University

West Lafavette, IN 47307
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Carpenter, Carol
10005 Berwick
Livonia, MI &4B130

Clawson, Connve

Box 351

Seminole Jr., College
Seminecle, Oklshoms 74858

Department of English
Marietta Collage
Marietta, Ohio 45730

Dylla, Sandra M,
Reading/Writing Skills Center
General College

University of Minn.-Twin Cities
106 Nicholson Hall

216 Pillsbury Drive S8.E.
Minneapolis, MHN 53455

Freehafer, Nancy
2534 M, St. Louls
Chicagp, Illincis 60647

Gay, Pamela

Writing Center

0ld Dominion University
Rorfelk, VA 23508

Gotgche, Jeanne

Study Skills Centex

Rarton County Communlity College
Great Bend, Kansas 675330

Grim, Sayre Graves

English Department-Writing Lab
Virginia Commonwealth University
401 West Franklin Street
Richmond, Virginia 23284



Haber, garol
87 Pearl Streel, Apt. 44
Springfield, Mass. 01105

Hartman, Mary f.

Development Center

University of Central Florida
Box 25000

Orlando, Florida 32816

Hayes, Patricia

Southeastern Community College
P.0. Box 151

Whiteville, N.C. 28472

Heligeson, Claire

Academic Skills Center

Guilford College

Greensboro, Nerth Carelins 27410

Holloway, David
Department of English
Portland State University
Portland, Oregon 97207

Jones, Marcia

English Department
St. Mary's College
Raleigh, N.C. 27607

Levenson, HMariorvie

Mass. Bay Community College
50 Qakland Straet
Wellesley, Mass, 02181

MacDonald, Susan Feck
41 Mulberry Road
Mansfield Center, Conn. 062530

Martin, Bob

Department of English
Purdue University

West Lafayette, IN 47907

Miller, Carolyn

Department of English

North Carolina State University
Raleigh, K.C. 27607

Novak, Cynthis

Division of Languages and Literature
Delta State Unilversity

Cleveland, Miss, 38732

Pasti, Elizabeth

Special Services Froject
SUNY~College of Arts & Sciences
Plattsburgh, New York 12%01

Potter, Charles

FAST Program

College of St. Bemedict
5t. Joseph, Minn. 56374

Frice, Marvian
442 Cherokee Drive
Orlande, Florida 32801

Ramsey, Paul

Writing Center

State University of New York
Binghamton, W.,Y¥. 13850

Reilly, Joe

Student Development FProgram
University of Toledo

2801 W. Bancroft Street
Toledo, Ohic 43606

Sehlagel, Libby
47 Gale Brive
North Woodmere, New York 11581

Soven, Margot
233 Forrest Road
Merion, PA 190656

Thier, Marian
Keystone Jr,. College
La Plume, PA 18440

Webb, Suzanne

English Department
Texas Women's College
Denton, Texas 76201

White, Bernice
Southwestern at Memphis
Memphis, Tenn. 38111

Yolter, Daniel
1134 Walnut Strest
Napa, California 945358
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