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In this month's mail I received a request
from a somewhat overwhelmed new lab divector
for help in enumerating the kinds of small
expenses lab directors have to budget for
(such as colored paper, publicity flyers,
etc.) Would anyone care te share with the
rest of us his or her yearly shopping list ?
Please send such lists, names of new members,
other articles for the newsletter, and dona-
tions of $3 (with checks made payable to me)
to:

Muriel Harris, editor
WRITING LAB HEWSLEITER
Department of English
Purdue University

West Lafayette, IN 47507
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Summer Institute in Training Peer Tutors

Brooklyn College will offer a five-week in-
stitute in training writing peer tutors dur-
ing summer, 1980, and again in summer, 1981,
supported by a grant from the Fund for the
Improvement of Postsecondary Education. The
institute director is Kenneth Bruffee. The
institute will be based on the program des-
cribed in Paula Beck, Thom Hawkins, and
Marcia Silver, "Training and Using Peer Tu-
tors,"” College English, December, 1978, and
in Kemneth A. Bruffee, ''The Brooklyn Plan:
attaining Intellectual Growth through Feer-
Group Tutoring,” Liberal Education, Decem-
ber, 1978, Information and application
forms may be obtained by writing Marcia Sil-
ver, Project Administrater, Brooklyn College
Paeer Tutor Training Institute, English De-
partment, Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, NY
11210. Applications must be received by Feb-
ruary 1, 1980, to be comsidered for the sum-
mer, 1980, institute,

Publicity and Success

No writing lab is worth anything unless it
is used, Enthusiastic staff, attractive
premises, equipment, beoks, films and tapes
are all meaningless unless they reach the
student who needs help, In September, we at
Georgia State University opened the door of
a Writing Clinic which had not existed, even
on paper, until August. In fact, on the
first day most of our callers were trying to
find a room which was in another building.
One of our first problems, then, was that of
publicizing the Clinic to &n urban univer-
sity of 20,000 students and 750 faculty mem-
bers. We worked to succeed, above all, and
in order to do so we must first become kmown.

Our first means of publicity was through
pfficial channels., Academic advisers in the
¢olleges began referring students to us. A-
mong other services, we were offering for
the first time an upper division remedial
composition course. While we had to regis-
ter students "by hand" in the fall, the
registrar's office has now taken over that
tagk--another agency to help publicize the
Clinic. The College of Arts and Sciences
has a quarterly newsletter which has pub-
1ished a short account of our work,

The English Department itself has been
most helpful in passing the word, Clinic
staff members, who are themselves English
faculty, addressed both zn orientation ses-
sion for new Freshman imstructors and the
regular department meeting. Many dittoed no-
tices, flyers, referral forms and posters am-
nounced our existence and keep on recalling
it to the attention of our teachers, Prob-
ably the most enjoyable reminder was an Open
House coffee to show the faculty our newly
constructed offices, but it is possible that
the free donuts may have aided in bringing
in a crowd of sur colleagues.



Te gtudent newspaper, The Jeorgls State
Signsl, has been guite cooperative. Arti-
cles desling with the Clinic have included
an interview with the Director and Assistant
Director. This paper devotes a page (called
the "Bulletin Board” )} to faculty announce-
ments and we have run our ad, as it were, as
s weekly reminder. (.S5.U. has another stu-
dent-sponsored means of disseminating in-
formation: closed-circult TV, with setis
placed in the halls and other spaces where
students gather, shows a continucus series
of spot announcements. If you have the
patience to stand and wait for it, even-
tually a sign comes along to inform you of
the existence of the Writing Clinie, its
hours snd its locstion.

As part of the day-long orientation for
new students every quarter, the Dean’s
office arranges an hour for the Market
Place: in & large assembly room, all the
organizations who wish to do so set up dis-
plays of their sctivities. We missed our
chance before Fall quarter began, but we
expect to participate next time, complete
with flyers, posters, and an exhibit of
teaching aids.

A few unusual means of publicizing the
Writing Clinic have presented themselves,
at local conferences, or in an exchange of
visits with Helen Waugle, director of the
1sb at our neighbor institution, Georgia
Tech. Some of our teachers are themselves
students in Graduaste Education, and they
have interested the faculty of that college
in our clinic and what it can offer them.
But our chief advertising is, in the end, by
word of mouth. Students tell other stu-
dents, and in the last days of the quarter
some newcomers appear in the doorwey with
the half-query, "I heard there was e place
where someone could help me with my writ-
ing."”

Most of all, publicity will come from re-
sults. Some students aliready report that
they have been helped to overcome specific
problems in writing, or to get past thet
mentsal block which comes to many students
who sit down before the blank sheet of paper.
In the end, however, the interrelated mat-
ter of publicity and success leads us to =2
need to define success. What 4o we mean
when we spesk of helping students? VWhat do
we mesn when we speak of their enhanced
abiiity to writel

Pyom the student-~client’s viewpoint, pos-
8ibly the most valued commodity we have

to give is a few minutes of the stalf mem-
har's mdivided attention. In so large &n
urban university, where full-time students are
copmuters and very often full-time workers as
well, there is little time for them to make
any contacts beyond the classroom~-pontacts
with clubs, with fellow students or with tegch-
ers. The caring and supportive attitude of
the Cliric worker who says, in effect, you are
a valuable person, one whom I am glad to con-
fer with on a perscnal basis, may offer more
help than advice on comme splices or word
choice.

A writing lab is
in faet, G.5.U. has

Tz this legitimate help?
not & counseling service;
& Counseling Center and a fine one. Let me
suggest my personal credc on this matter,
and ask for comments from those who may read
it.

Writing is, or ought to be, a product of
the total person. Students today find writ-
ing & very difficult act, as alien to most of
them as walking the tight wire. Confidence
in themselves as performers, and in the va-
1idity of what they have to say, coues with
gifficulty. And it comes hardest to those who
have been failed, corrected, red-penciled,
remediated, and conditioned to failure, over
and over again. When we ask 1f we are help~-
ing these students to be better writers, we
can ansver yes. We are helping them 1o see
the importasnce the University places on Q0o
petent writing, even outside the Freshman
¥nglish classroom; to see the ¥nglish tencher
as a friend rather than an adversary; to see
themselves as intelligent human beings who
may have a problem but one which can be mas-
tered. A change in attitude can motivste an
improved performance in writing, when no
amount of red ink or punitive grading has done
so. This kind of success ought to spesk for
itself. Without the publicity of success, no
other publicity will have any meaning or use-
fulness,

Marguerite P, Murphy, Director
Tha Writing Clinic
Ceorglis State University




Journal of Basic Writing

"4 policy of open admissions that reaches
gut beyond traditionel sources for its stu-
dents, bringing into a college campus young
men and women from diverse backgrounds who
sttended good, poor, and mediocre schools,
is certsin to shake the assumptions and even
the confidence of teachers who have been
trained to serve a more uniform and prepared
student population.” Sc begins the first
{ssue of BASIC WRITING, a semi-annual Jour-
nal that focuses on boith theoretical and
practical issues that confront teachers who
must traln seriously underprepared writers,
usually within a semester or two, to write
for college courses. FPersusded that the
combination of severely limited skills and
1imited time creates a new kind of teaching
challenge, the editors are seeking through
BASTC WRITING to encourage sn exchange of
ideas and methods among teachers of basie
writing skills.

The first issue, subtitled ERRCR, attempts
to get below traditional explanations of
errors in more productive ways for the pur~
pose of instruction. The second issue,
COURSES, contains articles which not onl
describe courses but provide solid ration-
ales for the seguences, stretegies, and
materials in those courses. The third is-
sue, USES OF GRAMMAR, presents articles
which describe the uses of grammar that are
responsive to the needs of underprepared
students who enter college without the com-
mand of sentence structure needed for seca-
demic survival. The fourth issue, EVALUA-
TION, contains articles that can serve as
working papers for teachers and administra-
tors interested in lesrning how institutions
approach the task of evalusting student
writing. The fifth issue, APPLICATIONS:

HEORY AND PRACTICE, contains articles that
will stimulate instructers of writing to
suspend digbelief about what helps students
and to look more widely for sources of aid.
The sixth issue, PROGRAMS, contains arti-
cles which both describe current writing
progrems and discuss the pedagogical
theories supporting them.

BASIC WRITING will be published twice a
year, in the spring and in the fall. GSingle
copies and back issues are $2.00 each. In-
dividual subscriptions are $5.00 per year.
Institutional subscriptions are $7.50 ver
year. Please address all ingquiries to the
EBditors, BASIC WRITING, instructionsl Re-
source Center 535 E. 80th Street, Rew York,
New York 1002i.
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A DIRECTORY OF PUBLISHIKG OPPORTUNITIES FOR
TEACHERS OF WRITING, edited by William F.
Woods (Charlottesville, Virginia: Community
Collaborators, 1979, 52 pp.).

This very useful new directory, edited by
a member of cur newsletter group, Willism
Woods, is described by its publisher as fol-
lows. "This publication provides an anpo-
tated list of Journals which might serve as
markets for articles on the theory and prac—
tice of teaching writing. The comprehensive,
up~to-date listing is indexed by subject area
and geographical location for essy reference
use by college composition teachers, elemen-
tary and secondary school language arts
teachers, teachers of business and technical
writing, teschers of creative writlng, and
teachers interested in adapting linguistic
principles to the teaching of writing. Each
annotated entry conteinsg information concern-
ing where to submit articles, the sublect
areas covered by the lournal, the level of
treatment, the readership, and the submis-
sion requirements.”

Single copy - $3.50%
Discount on guantity orders -~

20% on orders of 10-24 copies

30% on orders of 25 or more coples
# 10% shipping and handling charges
{$.75 minimum) on billed orders; no
shipping and handling charges on pre-
paid orders.

Price:

Order from: Community Collsborators
P.0. Box 5429
fharicttesville, VA 22005

{Bok) 997-1126
[ﬁ HHE} ﬁ”n

Writing Program Administrators

Beginning with its fall issue, the WPA
Newsletter has become s nev refereed Journal,
WP A: Writing Frogram Agministration. It
will be published three times a year by the
Council of Writing Program Administrators
and the School of Humenities and Office of
Publications, Brooklyn College, City Univer-

sity of New York.

Cantributions should be addressed to Ken-
neth A. Bruffee, Editor WPA, English Depart-
ment , Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, ¥Y 11218,
Inquiries about subscriptions {with member~-
ship in the Council of Writing Program Ad-
ministrators) should be addressed to Joseph
Comprone, WPA Tressurer, English Department ,
University of Louisville, Louisville, KY
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golvine Writipe Problems: A Self-Paced
Book {Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1979), by
Louise P. Clara and Betty F. Nelson, is ac~
tually three books in one., Not only does it
include the major section of the self-paced
workbook, but it also contains a handbook
section and a short part on writing assign~
ments,

The strength of the book is the self-paced
workbook section, which is divided into five
topics: sentence problems, relationships
within a sentence, punctuation, mechanics,
and spelling. Each topic begins with 3 pre-
test that enables students to determine
whether they need work in that particular
area, Becsuse the pretests also pinpoint
the specific problems within each area that
are causing difficulties for the students,
the program provides for maximum individual-
ization. & post-test concludes each part.

The workbook section is particularly use-
fyl because it breaks down each problem area
into specific causes; for example, thirteen
reasons for sentence fragments are listed.
For each reason, the problem is explained,
the solution ia given, and exercises for
practice are provided. This format, which
allows students to work independently, is
repeated throughout the workbook,

The other two major parts of Selving Writ-
ing Problems--the handbook sectien and the
writing assignments--can be used either in
conjunction with the workbook or separately.
The handbook section, like the workbook, is
hoth thorough and clear,

Although the last major section of Solving
Writing Problems contains many senfence,
paragraph, and essay writing assignments, it
lacks the detailed approach used in the
first two sections., More instructional mate-
rial on paragraph and essay writing, focusg-
ing on the problem solving approach, would
have been helpful,

Nevertheless, because it emphasizes inde~
pendence on the part of the student, in~
cludes & wide range of material, and is easy
to understand, Solving Writing Problems can
be a beneficial tool for a writing lab; 1t
can be used either in its entirety as a ''writ-
ing program”’ or in sections to help solve
specific problems,

Susan Glassman
Cooperative Learning Center
Sputheastern Mass. University

Information on Tutorial
Programs Being Sought

The Educatiocnal Development Center at Grand
Rapids Junior College provides tutorial as-
sistance free of charge to approximately
1,000 students each year. Our tutors are JC
students who are academically successful and
who show evidence of good interpersonal com-
munication skills, We are very interested
in providing continuing professional growth
for our staff and our tutors and in improving
the quality of assistance we give to our stu-
dents.

We have found that one of the best ways lo
help us achieve these goals is awareness of
tutorial programs at fellow educatiomal in-
stitutions., Would vou be so kind as to send
us any informaticn or printed materials you
may have on your tutoring program - general
description, philosophy, resources, tutor se-
lection and reecruitment, office setup, Te-
porting system, evaluation - any informatica
you have available? We are particularly in-
terested in tutor in-service programs (the
number of sessions held, the presenter, and
the material covered).

HMarie Pokera

BEducational Development
Center

Grand Rapids Jr, College

143 Bostwick HLE.

Grand Rapids, Mich. 48503
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Mailing List #24

Cogpin, Bill

pepartment of English

Miami University-Middlistown
4200 East University Boulevard
Middletown, Chic 45042

Curtls, Laura
Department of English
York College-CUNY
Jamaica, New York 11451

Ede, Lisa
new address: Department of English
SUNY-Brockport

Brockporo, HY 144720



Fairchild, B, H., Jr.
Coordinator of Freshman English
" pepartment of English & Speech
Texas Woman's University

Box 23972, TWU Station

Denton, Texas 76204

Griebel, Garitt

University of Science & Arts of Oklahoma
Davis Hall

English Department

Chickasha, QOklshoma 73018

Harris, Steve

EO?P Rhetoric
pDepartment of English
University of Illinois
Urbana, Illinois £1801

Haviland, Carol
new address: Epglish Department
Montana State University

Bozeman, Montana 59717

King School Curriculum Center
77 Lawrence Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02121

Kolsky, Jim
new address: English Deparitment
Western Nevada C.C,

Fallon Campus
601 5. Maine Street

Fallom, Nevada 89406

Kovich, Charies

new address: Department of English

Northwest Missouri State U,

Maryville, Missouri 64468

Lambert, Judith
3878 Vinecrest
Dallas, Texas 753229

McGann, Mary

Writing Skills Laboratory
Department of English
Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohic 43210

Mulder, Joan
address correction:
Learning Assistance Caenter
1753-7 Avenue NW
Calgary, Alberta, CANADA TZN 0I5

Opitz, Jane Z.

Writing Workshop

St., John's University
Collegeville, MN 56371

Recelving Department
University of Toledo
Tucker Hall, Campus Rosad
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Schachterle, Lance
Department of Humanities
WPL

Worcester, MA 01609

Schaier, Barbara

NETWORKS

Bronx Community College

181 8t. and University Avenue
Bronx, New York 104533

Smith, Lillian

Writing Lab

English Department

Delta State University
Cleveland, Mississippil 38732

Smith, Robert J.
Department of English
Woodstock Academy
Woodstock, Conn., 06781

Tricomi, Elizabeth
The Writing Center
Department of English
SUNY~Binghamton
Binghamton, NY 13901

Turner, Gwen Y.

Developmental Skills Lenter
University of Central Arkansas
Conway, Arkansas 72032

Walker, J. C.
change to: George F. Keith

Buglish Department

Orchard Ridge Caupus

Oakland Compunity College

Farmington Hills, MI 48018

Ward, Barbara
Arizona Pacific Collage
P.0, Box 7070
Azusa, Californis 91702

Writing Lab

Laramie Jr. High

1355 H. Zind Strest
Laramie, Wyoming 82070

LS

be obtained, for $2, from:

Myrna Goldenberg
pDepartment of English
Montgomery College
Rockville, Maryland 20850

g
A complete mailing list directory can
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