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Trough it's been a long, hot, muggy summer
for too many of us, I hope you also managed
Lo relax, read, rest, and recupsrate. Wel-
come back to everyonel

As you'll see from the announcements and
reperts that £117 the pages of this month's
newsietter, and in up-Coming issuas, writ ag
1ab people have Taunched into the next stage
of growth, the fowmation of regianal
associations and the Naticnal Weiting Centers
Association (NWCAY, an assembly of the NOTE.
As the pudiication of the WWCA and regional
groups, the newslatter now particisates in
the NCTE Information Ixchange and is asked to
includs the phrase that you see in the ypper
iefi-hand corner of this page.

amde

You'll also notice that in this issus of
the newsletler you are invitsd to ponder the
question of who among us are “muckety-mucks®
and/or Super Tutors. 1 awadt your responsal

I 4150 await those yearly donations of $5.
wWhile many people managed to remember to send
in donatians during the summer, which are
greatly appreciated {especially the bere-
ficent souls who wvoluntarily double and
triple their contribuiions--may their tribe
increase}, I offer a gentle reminder to
everyone efse, The costs of duplicating and
mailing the newsletter need to be shared by
211, Since we do not send out Bills or
invoices, we rely instead an your conscience.
S0, along with your articles, anmouncements,
reviews, inguirfes, and names of new members,
please send your 38/year checks [made payadble
to Purdue University, but sent to me) to-

Hurie} Harris

WRITING LAB NEWSLETTER
bept. of English

Purdus University

West Lafayetie, Ind, 473807

<)

THE STATE OF PEER TUTOR TRAIRING:
WHAT WE ARS PRESENTLY DOING
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thers could be 2
of dnformation on
within my own
ricyium who havs
Lor programe.
rectors of ihe

pesr tytor op at Omaha,
Professor Lorraine Berlin, conductad a five-
year study at the University of Michigan on
the use of peer tufors in college nursing
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seminars; her results may Se found in her
1979 doctoral dissertation titled Students

Teaching Students: The iise of Students as
Biscussion Leaders and Models.  But much of
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whal she has ascertained could be directly
applicable to using peer tulors in college
writing programs, for example. I was unhanoy
that it was largely a matter of chance that I
nad been helped By a colleague in a very dif-
ferant discipline from my own. But then, I
wendered, what did 1 really know about how
colicagues within my discipline of college
writing were using peer tutors? Addizional-
ly, at both national meetings it becams clear
Lo me thal when a presenter used the phrase
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ly after the Dall set gy~
& fask of delermining, as far as ROs -
bie, how taday’s college writing programs
seiecting, training and utilizing peer
5. My first challenge was to discover
noinstitutions really fell within my tar-
group of schools aiready using peer
in writing settings, But even if |
ascertain that, how was I to reach
Among other problems, thare woyuld ne
funds to underwrite my basic research.,
g1 the very genercys pffer af Myris?
is, Editor of Writing Lah Rowslettor 1
ble to circulats 3 16-7%am Jusstionnairs

in the November 1981 issue 0f that puhliza-

“h
o
e

at home, within g
aila

S
2 1o

Lion to her mailing 1ist of some 1049
teachers  and writing orogram dirsctars
iccated at aporoximately 500 institytions of

higher education, response Lo my apoeal
for help was sxtremely gratifying., 58 people
representing a 1 aumbar of schools an-
that wuestionnaire by the Chrisimas

1981 deadline,

T‘|
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Thare really s no Wiy L0 even guess how
many institutinns currently using peer tutars
in writing programs zither did not hear

did not need my call for help. But of the 35
institutions responding, 54 Currently uge
pesr tutors dn their weiting programs and ane
swered my guestiong Tully.  And that number
seems sufficient to indicate hoth the rangs
of training stratagies currentiy being am-
pioyed and some practices widespread enough
to be deomed will-nigh standard., ¥ am Yery
-pleased with tha quality of the responsas I
raceived.  And 1 ack yui: what other
sirategy could I have employad for putting
myself in touch with so many colleagues who
were witling to talk on papar zbout their in-
sights, expariencas, datz and assassments of
the subjsct of peer futor seiection, training
and usage? Reading their answers turned out

to be a pleasure, not 3 tiresome chore,

ar

The range of the responding institutions,
By almost any rardstick, wag veritably in-

credible. Gecgraphically, the TANgS Was very
wide, In all, 29 statss WETS raprasentad in

this study. 31% of the raspondents wers from
the east coast, 31% from the middle west, 17%
from the south, 17% from the west ceoast, and

[R]

5% from the southwast. Moreaver,
of types of institutisns within the
aqualiy wide: 30% af the respondent:
from middle-sizad state gnivargitie
were from junior or community coll
from four-year private ¢
from churche-relatad $chog
major shate untversities,
large urban ¢ 3. A 54y
Cludes major stats " s
do, Massachysstr
Jersey and Tannesses; pre
coilages such  as Harvard, and
Witliams: historical black schools such as
Linceln and Tougaloo; Indian reservation
schonls such as Sints Gieska of Rosshud,
south Dakota; church schools of the Moraon,
Nazarene, Preshyterian and Latholic faithg:
drban institutions such
the University of Akr n,
of Toledo; and state cotliages and
s from the
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ntially looking for tws very
f information in

I wonderad what practices,
any, related fp the salection,
ining, utilizatinn anc settings of pesr
in writing prograns would be wide-
enaugh Lo be sonsiderad fairly stan-
in farm, In sther words, could my study
ide a checklist of such standard prac
for use by schoals that wers considar-

addition of peer fytors o their

writing programs?  Five Years ago, when my
college was setiing up its zeer Ltytoring com-
ponents in the Frashman Program, such a
checklist would haye been very helpful., On
the other hand, 1 was &quaily interastad in
déscsvering what unique Ways individyal ine
stitutions had devised for tatloring peer
tutor programs to thair own pecyliar neads,
Fortunataly, the resylts of My study rewardsd
My Curfosity on both counts, Individual rew
spondents taank 3 arzat deal of cars to ANswsr
By questionnatre fully, Many wrotas explana-
Tory covering letters; some included copies
of teaching matarials and other pertinent
data. I zm particularty indebted ta Marcia
silver of Brocklyn Callege, Mildresd Steele of
Central College in Peila, Iowa, and 8413 :
Middiston of the Univarsity of New Orleans
Tor both ths quality and quantity of their
responses,
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f: uestions I asked
3 togicelly, my first g
you use peer tutors in your
and actually two resposdents
anc ong from Gettyshurg Coll
answar "Nel" 1 nad had litt
subscriber Lo HWreiting Lab
institution did not prasantiy
Tor 1ts writing coursss would o
time and the 20¢ o mail back an assentially
blank guastionnaire, but in this cass I was

reader i [ were nexi subiscte
tistics detailing the omaibus of a
gach of those fifteen porima
instead, what I would wis

hence, what vou will readd

the datz cencerning prac
widespread to effectively

practice in college writing

tytors., Ka
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n o selected as
rfarmance

Hl

By far, th
in collsge L
study, 8%, o
guage Ceniters. They ha
Lutors by thelr arayvi

[
e
S
oy S
L b

[

Y
-2l S
T Ty
RS wada
]
110
T3
mi B4
e
i W3
Y

: -
-]
[
WE Ot ey
&)

34

as
endad by a
by an inter-
thrse. Being

&
N

o

-3
o
gy CF

PR

L

¥ odi

TR

Wage.

“goes by that and a dogzen sigil
¥ iy

before and during the first semester they
tutor (87%), and the following are the mos
widespread training strafegies utilized: ex-

tutors,
successes and failures:
ing assignments: 87%; training workshop
63%; and training in small group work: 5
{A11 respondents checked several training
strategies.) 1In 65% of the cases, the Writ-
ing Prograwm Coordisator grades or evaluates
their performance. 85% of programs allow
peer Llulors to continue peer tutoring for an
uniimitad period of time. And among those
teachers responding to this questicnnaira,
30% considered their peer tutors to he an
integral part of thelr writing program, 73%
of the current peer futars ars estimatzd o
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be women; and on 70% of the guastisnnaires,
SU% or mors of the tutors are said to be he-

ages 2%, or, in other words,
i §

Lutors
2, b
gain that my own i
utors s rather unigque}
P11 wonder; 3
pondants, whilea not wi
eless proving effective
tions of higher educati
there ought to be
the exceptions
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of all peer futors in writing
of their wark in

Aimost half
programs do a large part

Study Skills CLenters, freguently as part of
Student Special Services.  Such “Drop-In®

Canlers are ofian combined with tuboring ser-
yices f nd/or Reading. Addi-
tionally, t 233 13 regquire that
any tulor Tor their writing program musi havs
received grades of & or B in all srevious

writing coursas {and in 10% of the casss, the
Lutors must have been straight "A" writers).

rortunataly for all of us, but especially for
students recaiving tuforing help, only 13% of
Lhe institutions included in this study make
financial need a critical factor in choosing
tutors.,  Quite a2 number of schools reguire

Writing samples of pofential tulors hefors
hiring them; some require a 3.0 gverall aca-
demic average; and quit few consider the

quits a
desire of the i3l tutor €3 be a futor 3
<2y factor in the selection process. Numer-
ous "psychic® rewards other than finmancial
were cited by the respondents: the saciety
of fzllow tutors is seen as one such benaefit:
or the Tact that tutoring gives training and
exparience that tutors value. In 414 of the
programs studied, students take a peer tutor-
ing course of from 1 to & credit hours, so
there of course students receive a Iiteral
reward of the grade and the cradit hours. In
addition to traditional training methods, re-
spondents reminded us that students learn
from one another, bhoth n the classroom and
in the tutoring lounge:; an incrzasing number
of schools are using role-playing as part of
thelr training; some help tutors analyzs
writing samples with the aid of professional
staft; a few are beginning to utilize modern
technoiogy by having students obssrve their
Ltutoring performances on video tape, to naze
Just a few of the recent training methods




mentioned. Ancther exampie comes from my own
program’s trainisg innovation:  this semes-
tar, for the first time, we had our pesr
tutors act as obsarvors OoF the holistic grad-
ing process we us2 Lo avaluate and placs an-
tering Freshman, a1l of whom write an essay
as part of a t%u?efa of on—siie placemant

ests, The tutars reportsd fo us that even
uhngﬂ they 4id not grade those essays, thay
bagan feel mora Veﬂrza“nv ﬁ?ﬂf thsy diz-
coverad thai thay almost Powith
the placemeni of those “LJGEQZ“ -rgﬁef by our
profes s}&naé stafr,

In a small nuymber of instifutions--six, my
ogwn included--English tulors work primariiy
ror Gﬁé teachar, I was disappointed o dis-

that only 1i% of the instituiions re-
ing attsmpi o *ﬂa n English writing
hers how to work with their annswtnn itis
s, the peer tgbors. Finagll
ton mentignaed that its futor:
ated by the { Rair |
tutass, a tiny trend that 1 hop

mF s Fn Ao
ntinue Lo grow,
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But encugh cf
al woliges of Hear
d and clear ﬁ%pﬁ *ﬂ~j answared guestion
"Do you consider peer futors an in
£ of your writing ;?O“fuﬁ?m The oy
neiming majority of the respondants &
GnEy “Yes,” but sxpanded on iheir ap-
3?u¥§? with these comments: *Yeog, they %G”i
iting students, contributing ¢
orogram.t  “Yas, they ara
pazt of our Hriting fCenter,
serving “the English Depariment, the Writing
Program, and *nh rest of {he campus.™ "Yes,
There are no others!™  "Yas: one in three
students ab our school used the Skitis fenter
Tast year.® "Yes; they constitute 70-30% of
gur tutoring force.® “Absoiutely. We have a
networiky I oam the fop inglish staff person,
and my Lutors work with me. “?&sQ Without
peer tuts rs, gur Ceniar would not be able o
serve one-fourth of the st én@tg who apply
for help.® “"Yes. They supplement ciassroom
and of fice instruction substantialiy.™ "Yes,
?be; communicate well with their peers ang
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arstand their problems.® "Yes, I can't
1ma§§@e a writing program without pesr
tutaors; our Eutors gain immeasuyrably in
poise, tact and confidence.®  "Yes. They
taach over 400 studsnis per guarisr in
skills, and ancther 380 walk-ins.® "Yes,
Qur Jab could not exist without them, ™  "Yes,

They assist, especially in Basic Writing, and
stydents from a1l disciplines get their
help.® *Yes. Our peer Lutors, along with

—ré}. -

ment of
gntire writing

ong professional tsacher and an assort
casislte tapes, comoriss our
assistance program.®  ¥Yes. Peer tulors are
wmore approachable, less Yikely tg he bhored
aztﬁ ﬁ&zf” ﬁfia}“Q* éeai1sti:j and not burnt
“fﬂg. The Droa-in Writing Lab
rate without tham.¥ f¥es, Jiﬁm
uysg our Centsr each semesier,®
tutors are absolutely vitad ta the
:h, and students are
‘25, Jur tutors are teaching assig-
ar reiate well €0 other stu-
. ihey do all the tgbar?ag in
v are trainsd well on the Job,
top great client red lationships.”
utors work in c§assos or in our writ-
is workshop, or both. The last is
al combination.™ “Yes., Wz would not
-
:
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Lo survive withoul them, They are an
. highly trained group of students.®
And, finally, my favoritz comment:  “Yes.
They know morz about the labs, the students,
aniutf: mai:?za?s than any of the rest of
ys!
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But whalt about the 20% of

no said, "No; tutors arz not an

gr writing program.” W
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L, Her EX M-
*Na. *ﬁ fact, the
primariiy for shddewv; wha
taken thelr writing courses.®
$ simita : “23. The pro-
1y in 145 second s@wns*““
io 322?562 students nes
par in any d4is :1aa§ﬁe.“ Ei
hom why peer tutoring
ancillary servige at
schaﬁ’s su b as Har :Rr* and Pitzer, wherse the
entering fresheen arrive usually with writing
s«ills estimated to be ameong the top 5-10% of
the national college-bound populationt®s
skilis. Qther "No" answers were couched in
this sort of wistful language: YKo, Byt
they couid be,™ or ™Mo, Tuiors are used a3 i
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ref;gra] service. They should be part of the
Writing Program, but they are hired by Spe«

¢ial Services, not the English Department.’
Act ually, only one ressondent drapped an un-
gqualified, curt "Ho" into tha empty spacs
next Lo guestion 14.

From thz answers to guestion 15, which
read: "I the preceding questions jg ﬂct gei
te the heart of your schoo?‘ seiection,

egucation and utilization of
your writing orogram, plsase
whal your program

paer tgtars in
ex glasq oriefiy
consists of ,® the reader



could learn a groat deal. One program dirsge
tor added this: *30% of the students using
our skills centar come voluntarily; two-
thirds of the senior honors students used the
sxitls canter; and writing and spelling ac-
count for 66% of all sur tutoring at the
skills centar.®  Another put it this way:
"Our Basic Skills aidez work ong on ons with
teachers assisting; they help plan classraom
activitias.”  Yet another elaborated, They
work with writing samples: they are ludgad by
camgients they maks on actual “problam-packed®

“&QE”& and tha responses they make in hypo-
tical center situatigns. We bﬂ*%; in spe-
cza; guests as part of tbear training. To
agnother, "Pger tuiors maks it p@aa?Jia for
Wﬁz‘m?G%sv,*es stu denfs 1o g2t as much Iraine
ing as they have time for, They also make |
possible for us to have ?1rswzw cta"darés Ffor
gur program without a%r1ng 90% of the stu-
dents in our cizsses.” In one %”sg am, *35
dent tJtsrs edit papers in the ciassroom in

the student’s pzese@;e, hut are nol usad for
grad}ng those papers.” Bra ai recior put it
v
i‘P‘

beautifyliy:
the ecucation a

be a3 fiexible d zeazv*ﬁuai zed
tutoring that I e gect of them.* A rmbpsru
dent from 2 small commy ity collage had this

to say:  "Our gr&grar degends on pesr futors
and two staff mambers who work at The writing
program Tor one-fourth of thelr worklpad.®
One stats suppﬂ"teg schoa?l has its peer
tutors working in fwo ways: Mal a Writing
Canter, as pari of an sducation course, and

thraugh Student Special Services, whara they

arg supervised by an English professor.® To
& respondsnt from ancther collage, “Gur Writ-
ing Program is a drop-in center so far, but
next year pesr tutors will word systematical-
iy with Engiish as a Sacond Language and
Sasic Writing students.® FaﬂaiTj, oRe ra-
spondent summed 1L up for all of ys who ara

gratafyl
saying this:
c?ass:s 4sing
strongiy that

o have worked with peser tutors by
“Our best tutors have been in
peer tuiors where they believe

their work s valuab] a2 %

I learned, then, a graat deal from reading
the responses to this gu e5a10rnaerv. And one
of the personal banaTits happened rather oh-

Tigquely., The rwa,enden* from Brookiyn Col-
lege, Marcia Silver, sent me 3 number of re-
printed articles on peer tuloring, among

which was one of her own in which she de-

scribes a seriss of progressively more com-
plax critiquing practices she and her staff
teach to potential peer tubtors. As part of
Ty wachzng load, 1 %each a courss in Fresh-
man Honors composifion, and in the 38‘Q?d

LA

semester of thal courss 1 subdivids my sty
dznts into small wriling groups one day 3
week during reguiar ciass periogs.  fan
student brings Lo his group a writing which
he reads aloud, and hereiafors [ had required
my students to give ons another verbal feed-
by g ds + oy =341 Sitysrts rhictia
Back, hut a1 rea ng yar 'y artich

-
Train Pesr Tutors,®
decidad ta rﬂ*uﬁﬁﬂ m; students
hose critiguing oriteria three tiges
h mestar, resulting J ]

gadback, 1 mention this because, in opur
3 fe351qn, we tend to emphasize pesr fulor-
ng's usefuingss with remedial siudents, and
easj to overleok the fact that very
students benefit from peer tutoring,
iy at the hands of othsr gl fted and
¢ students. Both my apﬁ ication of
31] article, original y intended
tducation curricuium devei~
ramifications of Lorraine
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apers, and the

Berlin's disseriztion on ust ing Nursing sen-
iors to isach the Frezshman Nursing saminar,
suggest that we havs hare?v scratched the

a the

nother agcross

5t sé; is the sirong
will be used
mors  and ’ns & brnéfeﬁ or un-
trained, in the near future as 3
sagpeﬂtec EﬂStltiuTCPS and privata ones ali
struggie o survive during this tight-monsy
perisd threat tening most institutions of
higher Eea?ﬁ?ﬁj? at the very same moment of
history that the faderal government is with-
drasing its decade-~long monetary suppori. Ag
graduate Teaching Assistant Jjobs disappear,
as retiring professors’ positions are not re-

1173 na, an increasing number of schools which
nzsn o do an adeguate Job of helping stu-
dents learn to write well will rely more and
mors heavily upon pesr tutors., 1 irust that
my colieagues will rasist the tempiation of
creating economic and intelisctual peons of
those who offer the wide variety of tutoring
sarvices this study has suggested.

Increasingly, then, the nscassity for and
sarigysness of the task of oroperly fraining
pear tutors is being addressed. A recently
published 7i-page namphlet put out by Het-
works, Bronx Community College, titled Crif-
izal Issuss in Tutoring, contains mat terials
on the philssophiss of coliage tutering in
salectad programs, & section on training
tutors, selsctions from tulor manuals and
kandouts, sample forms for recordkseping, and
publishes the results of the 1973 Networks




tutaring confarenca.  And as recantly as the
Uctober 1981 dssuz of Englizh Education, an
article by William Sva Past Chairman of
the Confarence on English Education and Pro-
&3 English Education

ceparimenis to get into the business of
training English Fducation majors in Pesr
Tutoring 1o enable them to Find iobs in fo-

i
sacondary schools,
then, increased yse of p
writing programs,
ning prograns for them.
nis study gives English de-
piace from

and

L

which to

Last November, the NWCA becams an
Assembly of the Hational Council of
Teachers of English., The NWCA was creatad

sut of the "Writing Centers Association”
{now the WCA: Fast Central) in order %o
“foster communication among writing genters
and to provide a forum for their concerns
beyond the £ast Central ragion,

Al directors and staff of writing
centers are invited to join the NWCA and,
as they become established, one of the
regionais that offers an annual regionst
conference and a chance o work within an
association of colleagues from the memberk
geographical region. The NWCA is open o
memoership from all those involved in
writing center work whether affiliated with
& regional or not.

Membership dues this vear are 31.00
(they will go up after November}. Send in
your dues aleng with your name, school
gddress, writing center position, and
statement of your current interests and
projects to Kathy Osterholm, Clarion State
College, Clarfon, PA 15214,

Members from al] regions of the country
a2iact 3 National Executive board, vote on
Position Statements of the NHCA, and 2lect
gng Or mors members of the NCTE Roard of
girsctors o reprasent intarssts of writing
centars. Members may also serve on NWCA
Comaitises,

The Executive Board, to be glactad, thisg
October will direct future activitias of
the NWCA {ncluding:  {1) establisning a
network among the regions for sharing of
research and confarenca information, and
{2} formulating position statements, for
membership  approval, on matters of

professional intersst ig writing centers --
Such 23 acadsmic freedom, assessment and
evaiuation, professional status, training
and development,

The first meeting of the new NWCA
Exscutive Board will be held this November
21 at the NCTE Annual Convention in Denver,
The NWCA is sponsoring a one-day confarence
at the Convenition -- 3 fFuli-day's program
of papers and participant worishops for
peopie invelved with writing centers., The
confarance, entitied "MOVING OUT FROM THED
CENTER®, will inciude presentations on
Writing Conter-Basad Research, Writing
Centar as the Hub of wWriting Across the
Curriculum Profects, Writing Centers and
Teacher Training, and Compuiers 1in the
Writing Lentar, In the aftsrncen,
tonferaes will have a changce to participats
directly in formulating guidelines
setiing up writing Jabs in the nigh schools
0r a position statement on professional
concerns of writing center direciors and
staff in coileges.

g."’i!{‘
[ H

A copy of the

included in rnext

Full program will be
month's Yriting lLab
Newsietter, But put the d3ts Bn your
calendar now. NCTE members will recaive
registration materials in Octoher. if you
are nel a member of NOTE, write for
registration materials to: KOTE CONVENTION,
11U Kenyon Rd., Yrbana, I1linois 81801,

Nancy Mclracken,
President

Hational Writing :
Centers Association

]

If you plan to attend the Modern Language
Association meeting in New York, you arse
invited to atiend 2 session entitled "The
Writing Center as a Context far Lemposition
Research,”™ scheduled for December 27, from
7:00-8:1% p.m. in Room 504 of the New York
Hitton.  Jeanetts Harris will chair the
sesston which will iaclude three reports of
research projects conductsd in writing
centers by 131 Bramnon, Jeanatia Harris, and
Joyce Kinkead.
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NEWS FROM THE REGIQNS

Hard-working members of the NWCA havs
gs5tablished several regional writing canter
assaciations offering annua’l conferences i
mempers in their geographical regions-and
Dayond. With the exceptian of the Pacific
Coast, 211 regions of the Country have now
astablished regionals or are in the process
of ceing so.  The current 1ist of regional
associations and persons to contact aboul

regional membership and confersncss s
listed delow. If you are involvad with a
regional writing center g¢roup not yet

represented by the NWCA, pleise write to me
at the address Tisted at the end of this
articie 3¢ we can begin the affiliation.

East Lentrat, (hair-Mary Davors,
Onic Nerthern University, Ada, Ohis
45810,  {East Zentral iacludes the
states  of Onio, Penpsylvania,
Kentucky, West Virginfa, Indiana,
iineis, Wisconsin, and Mizhigan.!}
The annual confersnce s in May, next
year st the University of {incinnati,

WCA:

Thomas Waldrap, University
of So. Larclina, Columbia, S.C.
23208, Last February's confersncs
was the 3rd znnual.

Southeast WCA,

Rocky Mountain WCA.  Joyoe Kinkead, Uban
tate University, Logan, Utah 84322,
Last June, the first Rocky Hountain
WoA Confersnce, was held at itah
tate.

Midwast WCA:  Doug Hunt, University of
Missouri, Columbia, Mo 65211, Ind
annual conferance Ooitober 2122, 1983
at University of Iowa-Iowa City.

Texas WCA:  Jeaneite Harris, Texas Tagl
University, Box 4530, Lubbock, Texas
78409,

Mid-Atlantic WCA {In Progress) Marcia
Sitver, Brooklyn follege, Brooklyn,
K.Y, 11214,

Hew England WCA {In Progress) Harvey XKail,
University of HMaine, Orono, HE
04459,

Members will be Kept informed of NWCA
and regional activities during the year
through the Writing Lab Newsletier.

w,

with HWritin:

centar
that have intaresiad you and should be
included in the overview.

REGUEST:  For an overview of Writing
Center-Based Ressarch to he presented at
the Denver NWCA meeting and later shared
Lao HNewsleifer subscribers,
piease send me brief descriptions of
research conductad regently in your writing
or rafersnces to ressarch studiss

Nancy McCracksn
English Dent,
¥oungstown State
University
_ Youngstown, OH 44555
€6 L4 E56080 00080 e

REPGRT FAGM THE WRITING CENTERS ASS0CIATION
STH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

May 5-G The driting Centers Association:
Ezst Central {our new name} met a® Purdue
University. The conference, chairsd by
Muriel Harris, was a great success. Ovar
165 writing center dirsctors, instructors,
graduate students and peer tutors gathersd
from throughout the fast Central regien and
points as far west as Anchorage, Alaska and
as far east a3 Florida and Maine. A few of
the strong points Tisted on the Confarencs
tvaiuations by conferees may best describe
the event for those who weren't able to
ditend:

"The gathering together of 30 many
professionals whe understand and appreciate
gach other's endeavors and achievements:
the sharing of ideas and strategies:
Lunchi”®

“So many writing centers in varying
stages of operation; many fdeas to taks
back and work on.*

"1  appreciated the enthusiastic
reperting of new ideas, research, and
techniques and the contact with others who
§§§w§d the unique problems of the writing

ab.

"Excellent presentations; good variety
of topies: scrumptisus Yunch--*

Besides the stimulating axchange of {deas
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{and evidently good foodl}, one of %§§ §g§b CONFERINGE REPOMT
Foatures of the conference was the "¥nal’s

New?" compilation of current prajecis and The Midwest Writing Cenfer Association
interests listed by all participants and eld its first annual conference at the
auickly copied and distributed to everyone. Unfversity of Missouri in Columbia on April
. = 3G, 1983, Forty-four people reprasenting
Many thanks to Mickey Harris and the twenty-two  colleges and universitiss
staff at Purdus! If you missed oul on the attended the day-Tong activities, whnich
canference this ysar, you can order fzatured an opening address oy Lou Kelly |
Confarence Procesdings  from  Kathy {Unfversity of Towa) foliowed by twenty-fws
0sternelm, Clarien Siate College, Clarion, smail group presentations on topics ranging
PA  182:i4., The 320 page book will cost from training peer tfutors to computer
510, assisted writing., A1 the participants
; commented on the quality and range of these
Hancy Mo Dracken, presentations. After lunch, Melody Daily
President {Central Methodist Collasge) called the
WCA: East Lentral business meeting to order and immediately

& g ®Feeo0osceseeese }; e asked for a motion to form an organization.
CE This motion and one to establish an annual

CALL FOR PAPZAS conference passed unanimeusly. Loy Kelly
’ ) L . volunteerad her campus, University of Towa,
The SPRING 1988 {Volume 3, Humber 3} issus of for the next conferencs, )
THE WRITING INSTRUCTOR wiil Dbe devoted in
part to gquestions in the evaluation of After discussing issuss concerning duss

i,
1

P
’1‘
b
3

, ng. &n? adaption of the constitytion, the
following board members wera electad:

For tnis issue the Editorial Board of THI Toe !

seiicits essays concarning theory, me?hﬁéﬂz Chair Calvin Lvans {Rockhurss

and/or uses of evaluation in the service of {oliege}

the institution, the insiructor i¢1a53r;9m ¥ice Chair Faye Vowel] (Fmporiz

tegcher, tutor, or consultant}, and/for the Stata University)

writer, Treasurer  Ian {rufkshank

{Florissant Yalley

on i 1:' i 8 1 -
on is Hovember 15, 1983 Community Cotlege

Beadline For submissi 1! :
inzs for Authors (in the

Please see Guidelins Recorder  Doug Hunt {University
front of every issus}, of Missouri-Columbial
: e Archivist  Elaine Hocks {University

Address correspondence and manuscripts fo: of Misscuri-Lolumbial

‘ o ‘ Program Donna @rout {Lincoln

The Writing Instructor ) Chaip University)

BT SHiv ey € Rose, spring 1884

Issue Editor e At a June meeting, this board decided that

¢/o Tne Fresmman Writing Program  tne next conference to be held at the

Untversity of Southern Lalifornia  yniversity of lowa would take place on

Los Angeles, CA 30089-1291 Dctober 22.

s e s e B OO EEESLEEOESEETRDS

ﬂ o flaine Hocks

University of
Missouri-tolumbia

lﬁ&.i&t&“'ﬁ"%'ﬂﬁ

The Delaware County Reading Council in
Pennsyivania recently published a booklet,
A Young BRuthor's Guide to Publishing,

designed 0 neip elementary and secondary FGR YOUR LAB'S REFERENCE SHELF
school writers get their works pubiished in ’ .
the most popular children’s magazines. Research  Associates  has  recently

) ¥ 3 =3 1% a3} ¥t
Guidelines, including length of articles, published WRITE THE A uﬁ;LESE EXﬁg
type of material szccepted, and chances of ANSWER, a 32-pags boax%e; which 2xplains
peing pubiished, arz given for twenty-four hﬁw_t& study for gnd write essay exams.
children’s magazines. Capies, at §2 sach, Qﬁﬁiesh at %2 each, c¢an be ayde?ed from
can be orderad from Dr. Nicnolas Spannato, Research Associates, 10 Puritan Lane,
Detawars {ounty Reading Council, 6th and Swampscoti, Mass. 01907, Complimentary

. Q‘E‘E}Jes =R TR ) . "
LA S A AR B O R I I O R ayailable,

treets, Media, PA 13063, examination <opies might sti?? be” o
LG, % 8 8 3 % 55 S FEORSOEE S



SUPER TUTORIL

“Faster than a speeding commal Mors
powerful than an exclamation poiqt* Abis to
teap split Infinitives in 3 single bound!
it’s Super Tutor! Dressed as a mild mannersd

coliage student, he daﬁ: a pen in the eariy
moraings, laie &ftarﬂaans, and sometimes
gven in the evenings, %o aid 4 fellow students
in foiling the fragment, ; fling faulty
subordinatisn; rw;”tzng for gramuatical
truth, organizational justice, and the Gresat
wWriting Way!”®

I stumbia out of the houss
tutoring agppointment, I
to mysaif.

(R

Sometimes, as
far an B:00 am

ey g

actually think such ﬁ%%ﬁgs

Ll

picturs myself in a purple cape, wf%§§ﬁ§ oy
way over the waking ¢ity, seeking subtls
santence errars, alert for my chance fo

swoop down and save a dangling modifisr or

2iiminate an obnoxious idionm.

1 used to fake such fantasieg seriousiyv.
Affer 231%, I am too short o be the star
guarterback of ths foothall tzam.
deaf to Tead the marching band
years age when the shogking pur;?e
catied for my atiention, shouting, "BE &
WRITING TUTOR," 1 thought about i%. As I
read the rest of the message, .. .Tutor
studenis in writing for credit...,” my mind
raced., I conjursd images of desperate
students, thelr tears of frustration
piopping onto blank pages, the hands
shaking s¢ badly they can hardly steady
their pens, and their academic carsers in
danger of falling by the wayside if they
fail the Basic writing course this, their
third time through it. Lal m?jg I t3ks their
nands. With a steady voigce, ! Tmpart Wisdom
unto them, instill (Confidence, speak the
Rules, and then waich my students siride
baok ta thelir classaes, stunning their
teachers with "A" essays and receiving
offers of publication,

My ¥first gquarter tutor
fant&s;eg did have a Daszis
experienced the shakay pans
frustration, and the fears of failurs.
students 1 worked with 2iso pad these
traumas. My Super Tutor fantasies wers
guickiy abliterated.

tone
Sa four
fijer

”
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;g proved my
in reaiity. |
the tears of
Thea

Robin was one of my first studenis. She
was taking the basic writing course on
campus, Subject A, for the second time after

G
F

4]

having failed it the previsus qua**efe She
had considered hersaif a gcod writzr in high
Sut found herself unalie 10 express
deqjat:?j at the university. e
L four weeks of the ten wesk
r;fng t3 oL cu* her imprzssions
eadings, and write them down in some
cs%ereﬂt farm during our aeasiaaa, 1 urged,
soaxed, prodded,  joked, teassd, suosdaa,
exgmplified, iizcussed with Robin, an
devisad exercisaes to loosen up Doth of G;*
Finatly, by the fifth week, we waers abls o
communicate freely with one ancther, and her
ideas stowly Degan o leak onto paper. They
appeared imperfectly though: in fragments,
with dangiing modifisrs, with commas in all
the wrong placses.

(¥]

He work together two and thres
By the seventh week Robin
har ideas around a thesis
statement, but siil: stumbled expressing
those ideas cClisariy. Sometimes  in
proofrzading she could find her ragments
znd misplaced commas and dangling modifiers.
Most often she could noi. Her pagers
returned with encouraging comments and

"B s, But Robin had commitiad herself g
nassing the courss, and more fmparitant, to
improving ner writing, s¢ she did everyihing
1 sagﬂes*ﬁﬁ and strained countlass hours
complating gramaar oxergisaes, writing in 2
3uurnai, and re-reading gssigned ¢

Bezan 1o
times 3 week.
coutd organizs

T
Tk s

At the end of the sevenih week she ook
an impertant in-class essay midierm. When
we mel the foljowing Monday, Robin was
exsited,  She had done wall, she was sure;
she was beginning o "get the hang of §§!°
My confidence soarsd. 1 felt good that our
efforts were finally paying off--that I
actually waz helping her fo succeed: I
plaved on the moment and congrafulated her
an her efforts--ses, she could do ...,
For the first time in weeks as I walked
home, Super Tutor fantasiss pranced through
my mind,

Wednesday, Robin showed me her raturned
idterm. While 1 read the encouraging
comments and the "D+" grade, tears welled in

her eyes. Dumbly 1 faced Robin’s most
articulate expressions of the quarter as
they rolled down her cheeks, and dropped

heavily onto her essay, [ was flustered and
frustrated, [ was inadeguate as a Saviour.
Placing my hands on her shouiders would not
"care” her. Heither a magic word nor



Sﬁﬁ?e existed in my realm of
AlY we had wers our
[ understood, now, that
enaugh to gef Robin
warder, Tubloring, I
ww, ardudus procas
ic expactations

"y

they Cu? d
ah bub;e:t
tzarning, can
mocks the un
ariginally had.

=

I
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Wnen Robin passed the courss with a "C.°
thare were no firswdrks, ne parades, no
headlines., She thanked me for my help, but
by then w2 bDoln knew that if any heroism had
been invalved, it was her unceasing sirucale
to understand and ifmprovae her wriﬁin; On a
campus of 38,00¢ sgﬁ@?ars, Robin's and my
experiznce was smail, virtually insigni-
fécant. But from her parspective, and ming,
her passing was 3 grand accomplishment.

¥

I still experience satisfaciion while
helping students improve their writing. And
also, I've experiencad disappointment when
studants haven't dmproved their writing
anough to pass thedir classes.  HNow, however,
i revsgn 22 that fatlure with st gieats is
eniy one of the things that distinguishes ms
from Super T ter, Supsr Tutor Knew
evaryihiag before he began saving seople: he

never had to 1e“ﬂﬁ e tutor effeciively.
Super Tuitor never has a bad day, bul should
he nappen o err, Bis mistakes are always
reversibie. Because Super Yutor is perfeci,
ne revsyr needs fo begcame involved on an
fntimaie emotional lavel with ths fears,

anxieties, f*ast?a*fJﬁs, or triumphz of
students. Super ?ut@“ is “euagnag g
gvervenere and geis adlines in ihe

NEWspaAPers.

1 bet, however, that Super Tulor dozs not
fantasize. Fantasies are, after all, only
numan. @ ostill calch myself sparing over
college campuses across the country, hugs
purple initials “ST° amblazoned on a chest
too small to be a guariterback's, dipping
down and righting a dangiing modifier,
siowing & speeding comma, or 1if t%qg
SCrawny essay to the heighis of publiicat
a1l in front of 30,000 studenis crying,

it's a birdl®

3
=
¥

100,

it's a planet”

i

it's Super T

-

But at eight o'ciock in the morning, 1
need more 1o Keep me going, sometimes, than

satisfaction and one cup of Coffse,
Gary Lichisnsisin
University of aiifornia-
Berkelay
ci1983
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CALL FOR PAPERS
The Midwest Writing Center Association
will nold its fall conference at the

dnivarsity of Iowa in Iowa ity on Ociober
21-22. The theme of this year's conference
will be "driting--A Necessary Connection,”
and pregram <hair, Donna Grout {Lincsin
University}, has iny?ted papers on the
following topics: integrated strategies for
reading and wrzaisg, writing across the
curricdium, Janguage and  cognitive
devalopment, zﬁe ro*pos;ng procass, faqgga
as 3 lear roing tool, writing and technology,
writing at all §e§e3sg tutor fraining,
sragram, staff, and cenier evaluation. All
presgntations will allew time for informal
discussion and questions, and all will offer
practical suggestions and agslications.
Elizabeth Robertsos and Loy Kelly will
handle all Jocal arrangements in Towa Citv.

\J

]

Direct proposals and questions to:
Bonna M, Grout
Cepariment of Humanistic

Studies

Lincoin Univarsit
Jefferson (ity, MO 55101
314-751-2325 ext. 250 {office’
314-835-3047 {home)

¢ & & & 5 & & & & & & ¥ & e 8 e S

INTELLECTUAL SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
2nd Annual Conferance

n

"Skills Develooms
31

»?
Arts and Professinn

Novw. 18-19, 1983

Hestern Michigan University
Kalamazoo, Michigan

fontazt: Intellectual Skitils Development
Office of Conferences and

institutes ‘
Division of Continuing Fducation
Western Michigan University
Kalamazoo, Michigan 43008 .
. :u * 5 % & & S0 2 ES S NS E -< w
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CLAC CALLS US *MUCKETY-MUCKS™

In the most recent issye ({#§, Spring
13831 of CLAD {the pudlication of ths
Conference on lLanguage Attitudes and
Composition), there is a front-page report
which expresses the editors’ desire "fo put
CLAC under the nose of ever test-maker,
potitician, state school official, textbook
pubtisher, educatien raszgrigr, iteachers’
union  official, curriculum developer,
writing center director, and other
muckely-muck who ought to be reading CLAS
but will probadbly never subscribe,®

It's net clear how or why wa've been
relegated to "mucking around” with this
motiay group, but if you're curious, want
more details, would Tike fo retort, or
perhaps want fo subscribe to CLAC and
ithereby cul yourself off from all those
publishers, politicians, and adwministrators
that we are reputed to conspire with, write
te CLAC, P.O. Box 825, Elmhurst, I1linois
50128, )
€ oo s s e & & 6 o808

WRITING CONTESTS AND WRITING LABS 7
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For the second year now, the Writing Lab
in the Cnglish Department at the University
of Texas at Austin has held a frashman
writing contest. [%f has been so well-re-
ceived by the students, their teachers, and
our admwinistrators that I felt I should
share the idea with my writing lab col-
Teagues around the couniry, 1 believe tha*
Tt ois a particularly effective way of ex-
panding our role within the academic com-
munity, brightening our image among stu-
dents, taking our students’ minds off mere
grades and focusing them wholly upon the
idea of good writing, if only for a short
time. And, as we have Tound in our Writing
Lab, writing contests are just plain ole’
good fun,

Like most universities [ imagine, the
University of Texas has a good many writing
contests, but all of them are open to all
students regardiess of class standing and
none specifically for freshmen until our
Dwn.  We nave learned from two years of
entries that in general they would net
stand a chance in university-wide contests.
Nonetheless, the freshman level s just the
place wherz writing contaests are needed,
since {iet's face iti} belleletristic
morsie thers can be so ferribly low.

A few details about gur contest., ! wag
able to get gift certificates donated by
the University Co-Op, a big university

-IE-

buoxstore right next to campus, and could
offar prizes of 310G, 330, and $10 for
first and second places and honoradis men- =
tions, respectively, in thess thrae contest
categories: the creative essay, the criti- ;
cal essay, and short fiction, The coritical
essay s, of course, argumentative or per-
suasive prose usuatly on important, contro-
versial topics of the day: the creative
essay is my term for that kind of "light”
enjoyable, entertainment-oriented prose
that we see a Tot of in popular magazines.
For judges, we have been fortunate 2nough
te get locally prominent writers and edi-
tors from the Texas Monthly, a very pepular
magazine in this State and perhaps Texas’
answer to a combination of New Yorker and
Esquire. As you can imaging, The Judges
coniributed some high gloss to our contes®.

The first time we had the contast I was
worried about plagiarism and was consgider
ing a "ready-writing" format, but our
judges reassurad mz that they could spot &
"ringer." Out of our freshman class of
over 4000, we have gotien between 350 and
500 entries. We ask siudents to register
in advance by a certain date for the cone-
Tast; once we get the entries, several of
¥s in the English Depariment get together
and screen out the impossidbly bad ones <o
that our Judges who are busy professional
writers and editors do not have to dive
ints a foot-desp stack of freshman papers,

To publicize the contest, I sent notices
to alt freshman compositisn instructors
urging them to get their students to enter
and siyly suggesting that it would be to
their credit to have winning students. 1
encouraged teachers o sponser and coach
individual students and %o get their
ciasses to come as a group to the awards
announcements to cheer on their classroom
colleagues. We also encouraged students to
come To the Lad with rough drafts of their
entries for generzl help on and interssted
responses o their writing., Al1 of this
conferring and consulting of course was 2
good thing in that it got students, teach- g
ers, and tab staff members interacting over |
the issue of good writing rather than A's,
and 8's. In the meantime, I made sure that _
word of the contest found its way into the
Campus newspaper and onto bullstin boards
around campus {particularly these near
doorways often used by deans, presidents,
chairpersons, and such}.

At the awards cersmony, which 1s held in
the 1ast week of the semester, we have not
had the kind of large, festive turnout we



had imagined so fendly, so the judges and
gntatives have not come.
B ooccasions we've had fifty or
s¢ studenis and feachers show up, BEONG
which thers were ane or two spirited class-
room contingencies. As emcse, I'ye hammad
built up suspensa, and relayed the
ragement o thess young writ-
: 2p 1Y up. And of course thers was
appiause as the winners accepted their gift
certificates, which included a diploma-Tike
thing artfully done up bv our ace depari-
mentat calligrapher,
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Those of us who work in the Lab enjoy the
contest because it changes, far however
oriefly, our students’ orientation toward
Eheir writing: for once, al} of their cone
cern s dirscted toward stylistic and rhe-
torical matters rather than grades and
teachers’ expectations., It's fun to ses
what's on eightesn- and ninetsen-year-plds
minds {the judges wera struck this year by
how often the theme of death and the fas-
cination with grandparsnts appearsd in the
entries) and what they can do when they are
not seif-hamstrung by "English.®  Several
teacthers [ know have siace told me that
they were genuinely flattered when some of
their students asked their advice on their

ady

. One curious
guite Interesting 2o tal
who adamantly did not want to
contest; next year 1 plan to do
those who choose not to entsr in prder to
s2¢ what this information can tell us aboud
these students' images of themselves as
writers.
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I urge you to arrange a freshman writing
contast at your school and have your writ-
ing ceater sponsor it, The writing 1ab is
the right place to organize such things.
Find yoursalf z benefactor--3$500 will do--

nd some Tocal newspaper ar magazine peopls
to do the judging. Hype the thing up: be-
wilder your students with the notion that
thetr writing can be good, that the contest
s a VERY BIG DEAL, and that people really
cars about thelr writing., Get vour fellow
teachers into the act by stimulating some
friendly, healthy competition among them
ovar who can land the most winners, 1
think that you will find as we haye that
the contest will have a gratifying, saly-
tary, entertaining, and aven Tiberating
effect,

McMurrey
tv of Texas |
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WRITING LAB NEWSLETTER
Muriel Harrig, sditer
Dept. of English
Purdue University



